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PREFACE. 

'nr^HE Sermon which gave rife to 
"^ the publication of thefe, hav- 
ing been offered to the world as a 
Sermon of Torici'Sf I hope the moft 
ferious reader will find nothing to 
ofiend him, in my cOntiniring thefe 
volumes under the fame title : 
left it ihould be otherwife, I have 
added a fecond title-page with 
the real name of the Author — the 
'firft will ferve the boofcfeller's pur- 
pofe, as Torick^A name Is poffibly of 
the two the more known ; — and the 
fecond will eafe the minds of thofe 
who fee ajeft, and the danger which 
lurks under it, where no jeft waa 
meant. 

A 3 
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PREFACE. 

I fuppofe it is needlefs to inform 
the Public, that the realbn of print- 
ing thefe Sertnons arifes altogether 
from the favourable reception which 
the Sermon given as a fample of thent 
in Tristram Shandy met vrith 
from the vrorid; — That Sermon waB 
printed by itfelf fome years ago, btJt 
could find neither purchal^rs nor 
readers ; ib that I apprehended little 
hazard from a promife I made upon 
its republication, " That if the Ser- 
" mon- vpas liked, thefe fiiould be 
" alfo at the world's fervice j" 
which, to be as good as my word, 
they here are, and I pray to God, 
they may do it the fervice I wifii. 
I have little to fay in their behalf, 
except this, that not one of them 
was compofed with any thoughts of 
being printed ;— they have been 
haftily written, and carry the marks 
5 
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PREFACE, 
fef It along with them. — This ftiay 
be no recommendation; — I mean it 
however as fuch ; for as the Sermons 
turn chiefly upon ' philanthropy, and ■ 
thofe kindred virtues to it, upon 
which hang all the law and the pro- 
phets, I tnift they will be no Icfs 
felt, or worfe received, for the evi- 
dence they bear, of proceeding more 
from the heart than the head. I 
have nothing to add, but that the 
reader, upon old and beaten fubjefts, 
muft not look for many new thoughts 
—'tis well if he has new language in 
three or four paffages, where he has 
neither the one nor the other, I have 
quoted the author I made free with. 
— There are fome other paffages, 
where I fufpeft I may have taken the 
fame liberty, — but 'tis only fufpicion, 
for I do not remember it is fo, other- 
wife I fliould have reflored them to 
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PREFACE. 

irfieir proper owners ; fo that I put it 
JQ here more as a geoeral faving 
than from a confcloufnefs of having 
much to anfwei" for upon that fcore 
ia this however and every thing elfe, 
which I offer or fiiall offer to the 
world, I reft, with a heart much at 
cafe, upon the protedion of the hu- 
mane and candid, from whom I have 
received many favours, for which I 
beg leave to return them thanks — —■'■ 
thanks. 
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SERMON I. 

Inquiry after Happinefs, 



That be DWD]' that fiy, Wbo will item us an; good } 
—Lord, lift thou up the light of thy eountcDMice 

VpODVt. 

THE great puffuit of man is after 
happincfs : it is the firft and ftrong- 
eft defire of his nature ; — in every ftage 
<if his life, he fearche« for it as for hid 

-treafure; courts it under a thoufand 

different fhapes,— and though perpetu- 
ally difappotnted, — ftill perfifts — runs 
sfter and enquires for it afrefii — alks 
every paflcngcr who comes in his way, 
■Wio will Jhew bim any good? — who will 
aflift him in the attainment of it, or di- 
ted him to the difcovcry of this great 
end of all his wifhes ? 

He is told by one to fearch for it 
among -the more gay and youthful plea.- 
fures of life, in fcenes of mirth ant) 
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4 SERMON I. 

fprightlinefs where happinefs ever pre- 
fides, and is ever to be kno\yn by the 
joy and laughter which he will fee at 
once painted in her looks. 

A lecond, with a graver afpeft, points 
out to the coftly dwellings which pride 
and extravagance have ercded: — tells 
the enquirer that the object he is in 
icarch of inhabits there; — that happinefs 
lives only in company with the great, 
in the midft of much pomp and outward 
ftate. That he will eafily find her out 
by the coat of niany colours flie has on, 
and the great luxury and expence of 
equipage and furniture with which the 
always fits furrounded. 

The mifer bleflcs God! — wonders 
how any one would millead, and wilfully 
put him upon fo wrong a fcent — con- 
vinces him that happinefs and extrava- 
gance never inhabited under the fame 
roof;— that if he would not be difap- 
pointed in his fearch, he mufi look into 
the pl^n and thrifty dwelling of the 
prudent man, who knows and undei- 
fiands the worth of moqcy, and caur 
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SERMON Ij 5 

fioufly lays it up againft an evil hour; 
that it is not the proftitution of wealth 
upon the paffions, or the parting with it 
at all, that conftitutes happinefs— but 
that it is the keeping it togeUicr, and the 
i^abing ahd golbjng it faft to him and' 
his heirs for ever, which are the chief 
attributes .that tbrm this great idol of 
human worfliip, to which fo much in- 
cenfe is offered up every day; 

The epicure, though he eafiiy rcftifies 
fo grofs a miftake, yet at the fame time 
he plunges him, if pofllUe, into a great- 
er J for hearing the objeft of his purfuit 
to be happinefs, and knowing of no other 
happinefs than what is feated immcdi* 
ately in his fenfes — he fends the enquirer 
there ( — tells him *tis in vain to fcarch 
elfcwhere for it, than where nature hcr- 
felf has placed it — in the indulgence 
and gratification of the appetites, which 
are given us for that end : and in a word 
—if he will not take his opinion in the 
matter— he may truft the word of a 
much wifer man, who has affurcd us-:— 
that there is nothing better in this world, 
B 3 
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6 S £ R M O N I. 

than that a mail fbould eat aad drink and 
rejoice m Ms works, and make his fou) 

enjoy good in his labour for that i* 

hiig port^ti'. 

To refcue him from this brutal ex- 
periment — ambition takes him by the 
hand and carries lum into the world,— 
flieWB him all the kingdomi of the earth 
and the glory of thcm» — point* out the 
many ways of advancing his fortune and 
tMfing himfelf to honour,— lays before 
bis- eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power^ and atks if there 
can be any happinefs in this world like 
that of bang careffcd^ courted, flatter-' 
ed. and fbllowedf 

To dofe all, the philofopher meets 
him buftling in the full career of this 
puifuit— Hops him — tells him, if he ia 
in fcarch of happincfs^ he is far gone out 
^ his way^ 

' That this deity has long been baniftied 
from noife and tumults, where there was-- 
no reft found for her, and was fled into- 
folitude far from all commerce of the 
world} and in a verd, if he would find 
6 
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SEiiJONI. 7 

her, he muft leave this hniy apd in- 
triguing fcene, and go back to that 
peaceful fcene of retirement and books, 
from which he firft fet out. 

In this circle too often does a man 
run, tries atl experiments, and generally 
fits down wearied and diflatisfied with 
them all at laft:— in utter dcfpair of ever 

accomplilhing what he wants nor 

knowing what to truft (o after fo many 
difeppointments } or where to lay the 
ifault, whether m the incapacity of his 
own nature, or the infufBciency of the 
enjoyments themtelves. 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate 
—without knowledge which way to 
turn or where to betake ourfelves for 

refuge lb often abufed and deceived 

by the many who pretend thus to (heW 

Us any good Lord ! fays the pfalm* 

ill, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. Send us fome rays of thy 
grace and heavenly wifdom, in this 
benighted fearch after happinefs, to 
direft us fafely to it. O God ! let us 
not wander for ever without a guide, 

8 4 



1 C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



9 SERMON I. 

in this dark region, in endlefs purfuit of 
our miftaken good, but enlighten our 
eyes that wc fleep not in death — open to 
them the comforts of thy boTy word and 
religion — Uft up the light of thy coun- 
tenance upon us, — and make us know 
the joy and fatis&£{ion of living in 
the true faith and fear of Tbee, which 
only can carry u3 to this haven of reft 
■where we would be — that fiirc haven, 
' where true joys are to be found, which 
will at length not only anfwer all our 
cxpedations— but latlsfy the moll un- 
bounded of our wifhes for ever and 
ever. 

The words thus opened, naturally 
reduce the remaining part of the dif- 
courfe under two heads. — The ErfE 
part of the verfe — ** there be many 
*' that fay, "Who will fliew us any 
"good?"; — To make fome refleSions 
upon the infufficiency of moft of our 
cnjoyrnents towards the attainment of 
happincfs, upon fome of the moft 
received plans on which 'tis generally 
fought. 
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SERMON i: 9 

The examination of which will lead 
«s up to the fource, and true fecret of 
all happincfs, fnggefted to us in the latter 
part of the verfe — '« Lord ! lift thou up 
" the light of thy countenance upon us" 
—that there can be no real happinefs 
without religion and virtue, and the af- 
fiftance of God's Grace and holy Spirit 
to dirc£l our lives in the true purfuit of it. 
Let us enquire into the difappoint- 
ments of human happincfs, on fome of 
the mod received plans ori. Vhich 'tis 
generally fought for and expfflned, by the 
bulk of mankind. 

There is hardly any fubjed more cx- 
haufted, or which at one time or ^er 
has afforded more matter for argume'nt 
and declamation, than this one, of the 
infufficiency of our enjoyments. Scarce 
a reformed fenfualifl from Solomon 
down to our own days, who has not in 
fome fits of repentance or difapppoint- 
ment uttered fome fliarp refledion upon 
the emptinefs of human plcafure, and 
of the vanity of vanities which difcovers 
itfelf in all the purfiuts of mortal man.— 
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But the mifchief has been, that thotiga 
fo many good things have been faid, they 
have generally had the fate to be con- 
fidercd cither as the oyerflowings of dif-* 
guft from fated appetites which could no 
longer rcHIh the 'plcafurcs of hfe, or as 
the declamatory opinions of reclufe and 
fplcnetic men who had never tailed them 
at all, and confequently were thought 
no judges of the matter. So that 'tis no 
great wonder, if tlie grcateft part of fuch 
ie9e<3ions, however juft in thcnifclves 
and founded on truth and a knowledge 
of the world, are found to leave little 
imprclGon where the imagination was 
already heated with great expeSations 
of future happinefs ; and that the beft 
leftures that have been read upon the 
vanity of the world, fo feldom ftop a 
man in the purfuit of the obje£l of his 
dcfire, or give him half the convidion, 
that the poffeiEon of it wUl, and what 
the experience of his own life, or a care- 
ful obfervation upon the life of others^ 
do at length generally confirAi to us 
aU. 6 
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S E R M O N I. II 

Let us endeavour then to try the canfo 
upon this iflue ; and mftead of recurriDg 
to the common arguments, or taking 
any one's word in the cafe, let us truft to 
matter of faift ; and if, upon enquiry, tC 
appears that the anions of mankind arc 
not to be accounted for upon any other 
principle, but this of the infufficiency 
of our enjoyments, 'twill go ferther , to* 
vards the eftabliiliment of the truth of 
this part of the difcourfe, than a thoi^- 
fand fpeculative arguments which might 
be offered upon the occafion. 

Now, if we take a furvey of the fife 
of man from the time he is come to rea- 
fon, to the lateft decline of it in old age 
— we ihall find him engaged, and gene- 
rally hurried on id fuch a fucceffion of 
Afferent purfuits, and different ofuiiions 
of things, through the different ftagcs 
of his life — as will admit of no cxpfi- 
cation, but this, that he finds 'no reft 
for the fole of his foot, on an^ of the 
plans where be has been ted to cz- 
pedtit. 
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• The moment he is got loofe from tu-* 
tors and governors, and is left to judgd 
for himfelf, and purfue this fcheme his 
own way — his firft thoughts are gene- 
rally full of the mighty happincfs which 
he is going to enter upoii, from the free 
enjoyment of the plcafures in which he 
fees others of his age' and fortune en- 
gaged. 

hi confequence of this — take noticei 
how his imagination is caught by every 
glittering appearance that flatters this 
cxpeflation. — Obfcrve what impreffions 
arc made upon his fenfes, by diverfions, 
mufic, drefs and beauty — and how his 
fpirits are upon the wing, , flying in pur- 
fuit of them ; that you would think he 
could never have enough. 

Leave him to himfelf a few years, till 
the edge of appetite is worn down — and 
you will fcarce know him again. You 
will find him entered into engagements, 
and fetting up for a man of bufinefs and 
condud, talking of no other happinefs 
but what centers in projeds of making 
the molt of this world, and providing 
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for his childrCD and children's children 
after them. Examine his notions, he 
will tcU you, that the gayer pleafures 
of youth are only fit for thofc who 
know not how to difpofe of thcmfclves 
and time to better advantage. That 
however fair and promifing they might 
appear to a man unpradifed in them — 
they were no better ' than a life of folly 
and impertinence, and fo far from an^ 
fwering your expeftations of happinefs 
'twas well if you efcaped without pain. — 
That in every experiment he has tried, 
he had found more bitter than fweet, and 
for the little pleafure one could (hatch — 
it too often left a terrible fting behind it ; 
Befidcs, did the balance lie on the other 
fide, he would tell you there could be 
no true fatisfaftion where a life runs on 
in fo giddy a circle, out of which a wife 
manlhould estricate himrelf as foon as he 
fan, that he may begin to look forwards. 
— That it becomes a man of charaaer 
and confequence to lay afide childifli 
things, to take care of his interefts, to 
cftabUfl) the fortune of his family, an4 
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place it out of want and dependence; 
and in a word, if there is fuch a thing 
as happincTs upon earth, it muft confift 
in the accomplishment of this ;— and 
for his o*Ti part, if God (hould profpcr 
bis endeavours To as to be worth fuch 
a fum, or to be able to bring fuch a 
point to bear— he fliall be one of the 
happicft of the fons of men.— In full 
affurance of this, on he drudj^cs — plots 
— contrives— rifcs early — late takes reft, 
and eats the bread of carefulnefs, till at 
length, by hard labour and pcrfeverancc, 
he has reached if not outgone the objeft 
he had firft in view. — When he has got 
thus far— if he is a plain and finccre man, 
be will make no fcruple to acknowledge 
truly what alteration he has found in 
himrelf. — If you a(k him — he will tell 
you that his imagination painted fome- 
thing before his eyes, the reality of which 
he has not yet attained to : that with all 
the accumulations of his wealth, he nei- 
ther lives the merrier, fleeps the founder, 
or has Icfs care and anxiety upon his 
fpirits than at his-iirib fetting out. 
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Prthaps, you'H fay, fome dignity, ho- 
nour, 'or title only is wanting — Oh ! 
could I accomplifli that, as there would 
be nothing left then for me to wifti, 
good God! how liappy fhould I be! 
*Tis ftill the fiinae— ithc dignity or title 
■—^though they crown his head with ho- 
nour— add not one cubit to his hapfn- 
nefs.-i— Upon fumming up the account^ 
all is found to be featcd merely in the 
^imagination.— The faftcr he has pur- 
fued, the fafter the phantom fled bdTore 
him; — and to ufe the fatirifl:'s compari- 
fon of the chariot-whccls, — haftc as they 
will, they muft for ever keep the Gune 
dHlance. 

But what ? though I have been thus 
hr difeppointcd in my expcftations of 
bappincfs from the poflcffion of riches— 
" Let me try whether I fhall not meet 
•^ with it iti the fpendiog and faftiion- 
*' able enjoyment of them/' 

Behold! I will get me down, and 
make me great works, and build me 
houTes, and plant me vineyards, and 
laake mc gardens and ' pools cf water. 
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And I will get me fervants and maidens, 
and whatfoever my eyes defire, I will 
not keep from them. 

In profecution of this — he drops all 
gainful purfuits -^withdraws himfelf 
from the bufy part of the world— rea- 
lizes — pulls down — builds up again. 
Buys ftatues, piSures — plants — ^"and 
plucks up by the roots — levels moun- 
tains — and fills up vallies— turns rivers 
into dry ground, and dry ground into 
rivers. — Says unto this man, Go, and he 
. gocth, and unto another. Do this, and he 
docth itj — and whatfoever his foul luft- 
eth after of this kind, he withholds not 
from it. When every thing is thus plan- 
ned by himfelf, and executed according 
to his wiQi and direction, furely he is 
arrived to the accompUfliment of his 
wilhes, and has got to the fummit of all 
human happincfs? — Let the moft fortu- 
nate adventurers in this way anfwcr the 
queftion for him, and fay — how often 
}t arifes higher than a bare and fimple 
, amufement — and well, if you can com- 
pound for that — fmce 'tis oft?n pup- 
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fctafed at (b high a price, and fo foured 
by a mixture of other inddcntal rexa-. 
tions, as to become too often a work of 
repentance^ which in the end will ex- 
tbtt t}ie fame Jbrrowful confcfGba irom 
himj which it did from Solomon in the 
like cafe, — Lo! I looked on all the 
-works that my hands had wrought^ and 
on the labotiT that I had laboured to da 
—and behold all was vanity and vexa- 
tion of fpirit — and there was no ptoiit toi 
me finder the fun. 

To inBame this account the more—* 
it would be no miracle, if upon cafting ic 
np he has gone farther lengths than he 
firft intended, rnn into expenceg which 
have entangled his fortbne^ and brought 
bimfelf into fuch difficulties as to make 
Way for the laft experiment he can try 
—and that is, to turn mifcr, with no 
feappincfs in view but what is to rife 
Out of the little defigns of a fordid mind,' 
fet upon faving and fcraping up all he 
has injudicioofly fpent. 

In this laft ftage— behold him a poor 
tfembUtig Wretch, fhut up from all man- 
roL. TI. c 
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kind — finking into utter contempt ; IJiend- 
ing careful days and lleeplcfs nigbt» in 
purfuit of what a narrow and contra£ted 
heart can never enjcr^:— and let us here 
leave him to the convifticm.he will one 
day find— That there is oo^nd of his la- 
boiir-^That his eyes will never be fatif- 
fied with riches, or will /ay— For whom 
do I labour and bereave myfelf of reft? 
—This is alfo a fore travel. 

I believe this is no uncommoti pi£tur6 
of the diappointments of human life—* 
and the manner our pleaTures and enjoy- 
ments Sip from under us in every ftagcj 
of our life. And though I would not be 
thought by it, as if I was denying the 
reality of pleafures, or difputing the be- 
iftg of them, any more than one would 
the reality of pwn — yet I muft obferve 
on this head, thju: there it a plain dif- 
tinAion to be made betwixt pleafure and 
happinefs. For though there can be no 
liappinefs without i^eafure — yet the re- 
verfe of the propofitioQ will not hold 
true.— We are fo made, tha.t from the 
commoB gratificatioAi c^ our appetites^ 
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(m4 the iqiprf ifions of srthopftw? pbiej^Sf 
Tc fn*tch tkc OBC, Jike a trjtn^cm gleam, 
Withput ti^iog fuffcrcd to.tafte iIiB, Cthe^^ 
ajid cnjoj die perpetual fwi:fhB« 'and 
(air wcathei* ^Wch conftafl^Iy attend iu 
Thti,- 1 cpntend, is qoHj tp be found lA 
tciigion-^m the confciottfiiels of virtue 
•rr^and.thc furc and, cerita^ hopes «f gf 
bec^ccji&j wfaidi brightens all.purpr?- 
i^^ ;^d l(i«ves no xftofa to dread difajH 
Bointrawtf-rbecaufe the eypei^atioft q( 
ilt je^ bui^ npoaarocK whpfefpundatioM 
are as deep ^ thofe pf heaven and hell. ', 
, And.ii(oijgh.in our pilgriqiage throngh' 
(thi» wor|4-r(of"e of us may be fo for'- 
tunate as to rpept with fotnc dear foun; 
tains by the way, that may cod, for a 
few moments, the heat of this great 
thirft of happinefs— yet our- Saviour, 
who knew the world, though he enjoyed 
but little of it, tells us, that whofoever 
drinketh of this watet will thirft again: 
-^and We all find by experience it is fo« 
and by reafon that it always muft be fo. 

I conclude with a fhort obferrarion 
upon Solomon's evidence in this cafe* 
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■ "Never 'flid tHc bufy brain of a leaii and- 
hcGtic cheiiiift- ' ftarch for the philftfo-' 
fther'i ftpnc with taotc pains and ardour' 
fliah this" gj-eat man did after happincfs.' 
He v^s one of the wifeft enquirers into 
*ature-r^hia tried all her powers and ca- 
pacities, 'lan;^ after a thoufand vJ^n fpe- 
iulations and vile experiments, he' af- 
firmed at length, it lay hid in no one 
thing he had tried; Kkc the chenriffs 
projeftions, aH had ended in fmoke, oc 
what was worfe, in vanity and Tcxatioft 
of fpirit:— the conclufion bftJie whojp 
matter was this--that he a'dvifes every 
man who would be happy, to ftar God 
wd keep his coounaadments. 
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SERMON IL 

The Houfe of FeaiUng and the Houft 
of Mourning defcribed. 

ECCLEIIASTES VII. 1, 3. 

It U better to go to the houfe of mourning than to the 
houfe of feifting, 

rpHAT I deny — ^but let as hear the 
^ wife man's reafaning upon it— 
/or that is i/be end %f all men^ and the liv- 
ing will lay it to his heart : /orrow it 
tetter than laughter — for a crack- 
br^n'd order of Carthufian monks^ I 
grant, but not for men of the world: 
■For what purpofe, do you imagine, has 
God made us ? for the focial Iwects of 
the well-water'd vallies, where he has 
planted us, or for the dry and difmal 
defcrt of a Sierra Morenaf are the fad 
accidents of life, and the uncheery hours 
which perpetually pvertake us, are they 
c 3 
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not eoough, but we inuft fally forth ia 
qucft of them, — bclye our own hearts, - 
vad fay as your text would have us, that 
they arc betttfr tl^n thofe of joy? did 
the Bcft of Beings fend us into the 
*otld for this end— to go weepmg 
^rough it,— to veij and (horten a life 
fliort and vexatious enough already i do 
you think, my good preacher, that he 
ffho is infinitely happy, can envy us our 
enjoyments ^ or that a Being fo infinite- 
ly Idnd would grudge a mournful travel* 
let the fliort reft and refrcftiments necef- 
iary to fupport his fpirits through the 
ilagel of a weary [Hlgfimage i or that he 
frould call him to a fevdre reckoning, 
becaufe in his way he had hoftily fnatch- 
cd at fome little fiigacious pleAfdrea, 
itierely to f^eeten this Uneafy joUrney of 
life, and reconcile him to the ruggednels 
«tf the road, and the many hard juftling« 
)ie i« fure to meet with ? Confider, I 
befeech you, what provifion and accom- 
piodation the Juithor of our being has 
prepared ibr us, that we tnight not go 
oa our way fortowing— how many cwa-. 
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nuifcrat of reft^what powers and fa- 
culties he bas given us for taking it— 
what apt obje^ he has placed in our 
way to entertain us } — fome of which he 
has made fo f^r, fo exquilitdy fitted for 
this end, that they have power over us 
for a tirae to charm away the fenfc 
of pain, to cheer up the deje£led heart 
under poverty and ficknefs, and make 
it go and remember its nufcries no 
more. 

I will not contend at prelent againft 
this rhetoric i I would chufc rather for 
a moment to go on with the allegory, 
and fay we are travellers, and, in the mod 
aSedltng fenfe of that idea, that lilce tra- 
Tellers, though upon bufinels of the laft 
and nearelt concern to us, wc may furdy 
be allowed to amufe ourfelves with the 
natur^ or artificial beauties of the coun- 
try we are palling through, without re* 
proach of forgetting the main errand vrt 
arc fent upon ; and if ve can fb order 
it, as not to be led out of the way, by 
^the variety of profpeds, edifices, and ru- 
ins which foKcit us, it would be a noq- 
C 4 
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fenlical piece of faint>crraitti7, to Ami 
pur eyes. 

But let us not lole fight of the argu- 
ment in purfuit of the funile. 

Let us rcDicmber, various as our ex-; 
curfions arc — that wc have ftill (ct our 
faces towards Jeruialem — that we have .a 
place of reft and happinefs, toward^ 
which wc haAen, and that the way to get 
there is not fo much to plc^e our hearts, 
as to improve them in virtue ; — tha( 
mirth and fcailing are ufually no friends 
to atchievements of this kind — but that a 
feafon of afQi£Hon is in feme fqrt a fear 
fon of ^lety — not only becaufe oqr fuf- 
feringfi are apt to put us in mind of our 
fins, but that by the check and uiterrup^ 
tion which they give to our purfuits, 
they allow us what the hurry and buftjc 
of the world too often deny us, — and 
that is, a little time for refie£tion, whicl^ 
is all that moft of us want to make u^ 
wifer and better menj — that at certaiq 
times it is fo necefiary a man^s mind 
Ihould be turned towards itfelf, that: ra- 
^er than want occ^fions, he bad tiptt;^ 
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parchafe them ac the expence of his 
prefent happinefs. — He bad better, a& 
the text c:(pi:cffc8 it, gn to the boufe of 
tfioumingf yihere be will meet with fome- 
thing to fabdue his paiCons, than to the 
houfe of feailing, where the joy and gut 
ety of the pla:ce is likely to excite them : 
That whereas the entertainments and 
careffcs of the one pUice expofe his heart 
and lay it open to temptatipns-^the for- 
rows of the other defend it, and as natUT 
rally fhut them froQi it. So ftrange and 
unacconntahle a creature is man ! he is 
fo framed, that he caniiot bvtt pprfue 
happinefs — and yet unlefs he U made 
fometimcs miferable, how apt is be to 
miAake the way whiph can only lead 
him to the accompUlhment of his own 
^tlhes ! 

This is the full force of the ^fe man's 
declaration' — But to do farther juftice 
to his words, I will endeavour to brine 
the fubjedt ftill nearer. — ^For which pur- 
pofe, it will be neceffary to ftop here, 
and take a tranfient view of the two 
places here referred to,— the boufe of 
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nlouming, and the houfe of feaiUng; 
Give me leave therefore, I befeech you, 
to recal both of them for a moment^ to 
your imaginations, that from thence I 
may appeal to your hearts, how £iith- 
fully, and upon what good grounds, the 
effeds and natural operations of each 
upon our nunds are intimated in the 
text. 

And firft, let us look into die houfe of 
fcafting. 

And here, to be as fair and candid as 
poflible in the defcription of this, we 
will not take it from the worft originals, 
fuch as are opened merely for the fiile 
of virtue, and fo calculated for the end, 
that the difguife each is under, hot only 
gives power fafely to drive on the bar- 
gain, but lafcly to carry it into execu- 
tion too. 

This we will not fuppofe to be the 
cafe — nor let us even imagine the houfe 
of feafting to be fuch a fcene of in- 
temperance and excefs, as the houfe of 
fcafting does often exhibit— but let us 
take it from one, as little exceptionable; 
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«s wc can — where there is, or at leaft 
appean, nothing really criminal— but 
where ercry thing feemt to be kept with- 
in the vifiblc bounds of moderatioa and 
fbbricty. 

Imagine then fuch a houfe of fcafting, 
where, either by confent or invitation, a 
number of each fex is drawn together, 
for no other purpofe but the enjoy- 
ment and mutual entertainment of each 
other, which wc will fuppofe ihall arife 
fi-om no other plcafures but what cuftom 
authorifes, and religion does not abfo- 
lutely fortud. 

Before we enter— let us examine, 
what muft be the fentiments of each in- 
dtvidual previous to his arrival, and we 
ihall find, that however they may differ 
from one another in tempers and opi- 
nions, that every one feems to agree in 
this— that as he is going to a boufe de> 
dicated to joy and mirth, it was fit he 
fhould diveft himfelf of whatever was 
likely to contradict that intention, or 
be inconfiftent with it, — That for this 
purpofe, he had left his caiea— his fe- 
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rious thoughts — and his moral reflec- 
tions behind him, and was come forth 
from home with only fuch difpofitions 
and gaiety of heart as fuited the occafion, 
and promoted the intended mirth and 
jollity of the place. "With- this prepa- 
ration of mind, which is as Itttle as can 
be fuppofed, fince it will amount to no 
more than a defire in each to render 
himfelf an acceptable gueft, — let us con- 
ceive them entering into the houfe of 
feafting, with hearts fet loofc from grave 
icftraints, and open to the expectations 
of receiving plcafure. It is not neccffary, 
98 I premifed, to bring intemperance 
into this fcene — or to fuppofe fuch an 
excefs in the gratification of the appe- 
tites, as fliall ferment the blood and fet 
the defires in a flame :— <Lct us admit 
no more of it, therefore, than will gently 
-ftir them, and fit them for the impref< 
■fions which fo benevolent a commerce 
will naturally excite. In this difpofition, 
thus wrought upon beforehand and al- 
ready improved to this purpofe, — take 
notice how mechanically the thoughts, 
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And fpirits rife — how Toon and infenfiBIy 
they arc got above the pitch and firft 
bounds which cooler hours would have 
marked. 

When the gay and fmiling afpcd of 
things hat begun to leave the paflagcs 
to a man's heart thus thoughdefsly un- 
guarded — when kind and careiSng looks 
of every objeS without, that can flatter' 
his fcrifes, have confpircd with the ene- 
my within^ to betray him, and put him 
off his defence, — when mufic hkewife 
hath lent her aid, and tried her power 
upon the paflions, — when the voice of 
finging men, and the voice of fmging 
women, with the fouqd of the viol and 
(he lute, have broke in upon his foul, 
and in fome tender notes have touched 
the fecret fprings of rapture, — that mo- 
ment let us A\Sc€t and look into his 
heart,— fee how vain ! how weak ! how 
empty a thing it is ! Look through its 
icveral reccffes, — thofe pure manfions 
formed for the reception of innocence 
and virtue— fad fpcdaclc ! Behold thofe 
^r inhabitants now difpoffcfled— turned 
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out of their facred dwellings, to n^kg 
room-^for what f — at the beft for levi- 
tj and indifcretion — perhaps for folly-^ 
k may be for more impure guefts, which 
poflibly in fo general a riot of the mind 
and fenfes, may take occafion to cnt4t 
unfufpe&ed at the ti.mc time^ 

In a fccne and difpofition thus de< 
fcribed— can the molt: cautious fay-^ 
thus far fhall my defires go— and ao far" 
thcr ? or Will the coolcft and moft cir- 
cumfped (ay, when pteafure has taken 
full pofleffioa of lus heart, that no 
thougHc nor purpofe ihalt arife there, 
vhich he would have concealed? — ia 
ihok loofe and unguudcd moments the 
ima^nation is not always at command 
—in fpite of rcafon and reflexion, it 
will fordbly carry him fometimes whither 
he would not— like the unclean fpirit, ia 
the parent's fad defcription of his child's 
cafe, which took him, and oft'times caft 
him into the fire to deltroy him, ta^ 
wherefoever it taketh htm it tearelh himy 
and hardly dcptirteth from Um* 
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Bvt this, you'll fay, is the worft ac* 
count of what the mind may fuffor 
here. 

Why may we not make more favour- 
able fuppofitions i — that numben, by 
exercUe and cuftom to fuch encounter!,' 
Icam gradually to defpife and triumph 
over them}— that the minds of many 
are not fo fufccptible of warm imprcf- 
fions, or fo badly fortified againft them, 
that pleafure fliould eafily corrupt or 
foften them ; — that it would be hard to 
fuppofe, of the great multitudes which 
d^y throng and prc& into this hdufe of 
feafting, but that numbers come out 
of it agaiuj with all the innocence with 
jvhich they entered ; — and that if both 
fexes are mcluded in the computauon^ 
what far examples HaSl we fee of many 
of fo p«re and chafte a turn of mind^ 
that the boufe of feafting, with alt its 
charms and temptations, was never able 
to exdte a thought, or awaken an inc]i> 
nation whidi virtue need to blufli at— 
or which the moft fcrupiilous confciencc 
might not fupport. God forbid vr% 
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Diould fay otherwife ;— No doubt, ndiri- 
fcers of all ages efcape unhutt, and g^- 
offtbis dangerous fea without fhipwreckj 
Yet arc tbey not to be reckoned amongft 
the more fortunate adventurers ; — and' 
thougb one would not abfolutely j^ohibit 
the' attempt, or be fo cynical as to con- 
demn evtry one who tries it, fiftcc there 
are fo many, I fOppofc, who cJinnot wclj 
do othcrtnfe, and whof£ condition and 
fituation in life unavoidably force them 
Upon it — yet We may be allowed to dc* 
fcribe this fair and flattering eoaft — wd 
tnay point oiit the unfufptfted dangers 
of it, and warn the unwary paffengef 
whfere they lie. We may fliew him what 
hazards his youth and inexperience will 
run, how little he can gain by the ven- 
ture, a^d how much wifer and better it 
tpould be (as is implied m the text) to 
feek occafions rattier to improve his Uttle 
ftock of virtue, than incautiotifly expofe 
!t to fd unequal a chance, where the bcA 
he can hope is to return Mc with what 
trcafurc he carried out — but rthcre, pro* 
bablyi itc may be fo unfortunate as t« 
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lofeit all—- be loft himfclf, and undone 
for e*cr. 

Thus much for the houfe of feafting ; 
which, by the way, though generally 
open at other tithes of the year through' 
out the world, is fuppofed; in chrifUan 
countries, now every where to be urn- 
vcrfally Ihut upt And, in truthi I have 
been more full in my caudons ag»nft 
it, not only as relfon recjuires,— but in 
reverence to this feafon*, wherein our 
church czaSs a more particular forbear- 
ance and felf-denial in this point, and 
thereby adds to the teftraints upon plea- 
fure and entertainments which this re- 
prefentatton of things has fuggefted 
againft them already. 

Herci then, let us turn afide Irom this 
gay fcene; and fufier me to take you 
with me for a moment to one much fit- 
ter for your meditation. Let us go into 
the houle of mourning, made fo by fuch 
afflidionsas have been brought in, mere- 
ly by the common crofs accidents and 

* Pieacbed in Lnt. 
VOL. VI, O 
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difafters to *hlch our condition is ex- 
pofed — ■where, perhaps, the aged pa- 
rents fit broken-hearted, pierced to their 
fouls with the folly and indilcreuon of 3 
thanklefe child — the child of their pray- 
ers, in whom all their hopes and expec- 
tations centered :— perhaps a more af- 
fcAing fcenc— a virtuous family lying 
pinched with want, where the unfortu- 
nate fupport of it having long ftruggle-d 
with a train of misfortunes, and bravely 
fought up againft them — is now piteouf- 
ly borne down at the laft— overwhelmed 
with a cruel blow which no forecaft or 
frugality could have prevented. — O God ! 
look upon his affiiftions— Behold him 
diftrafted with many forrows, furround- 
ed with the tender pledges of his love, 
and the partner of his cares — without 
bread to give them, unable, from the re- 
membrance of better days, to digj — to 
beg, alhamcd. 

"When we enter into the houfe of 
mourning fuch as this— it is impoffible 
to infult the unfortunate even with an. 
improper look— Under whatever levity 
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and dilCpation of heart fucb obje^ 
catch our eyes, — they catch likcwife our 
attentions, coUcd and call home our 
fcatter'd thoughts, and cxercife them 
with wifdom. A trantient fcene of dif- 
trefs, fucb as is here ^tchedj how loon 
does it furnilh materials to fet the mind 
at work ? how neceflarily does it engage 
it to the confideration of the mtleries 
and misfortunes, the dangers and cala- 
mities to which the life of man is fubject ? 
By holding up fuch a glafs before it, it 
forces the mind to fee and reSeft upon 
the vanity — the periftiing condition and 
uncertain tenure of every thing in this 
vorld. From reflexions of this ferious 
caftj how infenfibiy do the thoughts carry 
usfarthcr?— and from confidering, what 
we are — what kind of world we live in, 
and what evils befal us in it, how natu- 
rally do they fet us to look forwards at 
what poffibiy wc fliall be? — for what 
kind of world we are intended — what 
.evils may befal us there — and what pro- 
vifion we fliould make againft them liere, 
whilft we have time and opportunity. 
D a 
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If thefe teflbns are fo infeparat>le from 
the houfe of mourning here fuppoTed— • 
we ihalt find it a ftiU more in[tru£live 
fchool of wifdom when vtt take a view 
of the plaee in that more affeding hght 
in which the wife man feems to confine 
it ia Hk- text, in which, by the houfe of 
Acorning, I believe, he means that 
particular fcenc of forrow, where there 
is lamentation and mourning for the ' 
dead. 

Turn in hitTier, I befccch youy for a 
moment, Bch(^d a dead man ready to 
be carried out, the only fon of his mo- 
ther, and Ihe a mdow. Perhaps a more 
affefting fpc^acle — a kind and indul- 
gent father of a numerous family, lies 
breathlcfs— — fnatched away in the 
ftrength of his agc^— torn in an evil 
hour from his children and the boibm of 
« difconfolate wife. 

Behold much peopfc of the city ga- 
thered togeAer to mix their tears, with 
fettled forrow in their looks, going hea- 
vily along to the houfe of mourning, to 
perform that lait melancholy office;^ 
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whlcb, when the debt of nature is 
paid, we are called upon to p^y to each 
Vther, 

If this (ad occaiion which lea4e him 
there, has not done it already, take no- 
tice, to what a ferions and devout frame 
of mind every man is reduced, the mo- 
ment he enters this gate of afilidion. 
The bufy and fluttering fpirits, which in 
the houfe of mirth were wont to tranf- 
port him from one diverting objeft to 
another — Tee how they are &llen ! hoT 
peaceably tJ|cy are laid! In this gloomy 
manfion full of fltades and uncomfort^ 
ble damps to felze the foul— -fee;, the light 
^ad eafy heart, which never knew what 
it vns to think befpre, hpw pensive it is 
now, how foft, how fufceptible, how full 
of religious impreflions, how deeply it 
)S fmitten with fcnfe and with a love of 
virtue. Could wc, in this crifis, wfailft 
.this emjure of reaftm and religion lafts, 
and the heart is thus eK;rcifed with wif- 
dom and bufied with heavenly contenz- 
plations— could we fee it naked as it is 
?— ftripped of its paflions, unfpotted by 
D 3 
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the world, and regardlcfs- of its plta- 
farcs— we might then fafc)y reft our 
caufc upon this fingle evidence, and ap- 
peal to the moll renfual, whether Solo- 
mon has not made a juft determination 
here, in favour of the houfe of mourn- 
ing ? — not for its own fake, but as it is 
fruitful in virtue, and becomes the oc- 
cafion of fo much good. Without this 
end, forrow I own has no ufe but to 
fliorten a man's days — nor can gravity, 
with all its fludied folemnity of took 
and carriage, ferve any end but to make 
one half of the world merry, and impofe 
upon the other. 

Confider what has been faid> and ma^ 
God of hi« mercy bicfs you ! Amen. 
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SERMON III. 
Philanthropy recommended. 

LUKE X. 36, 37. 

Which now of theft (hree, thinkeft thou, wai neighbour 
unto him that fell nmongft the thieves I— And he faid. 
He that fhewcd mtrcy on him. Then (aid Jefiu unto 
him— <]0, and do thou likewift. 

1 N the foregoing vcrfes of this chapter, 
"* the Evangelift relatre, that a certain 
lawyer ftood up and tempted Jesits, 
faying, Mafter, what (ball I do to inhe- 
rit eternal life ?— To which enquiry our 
Saviour, as bis manner was, when any 
enfnaring queftion was. put to him, 
which he faw proceeded more from a 
defign to entangle him, than an honefl: 
view of getting information— inllead 
of giving a direft aofwer which might 
afford a handle to malice, or at bcft ferve 
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only to gratify an impertinent humour-^ 
he immediately retorts the quellion upon 
the man who afkcd it> and unavoidably 
puts him upon the necelBty of anfwer- 
ing himfdf ; — and, as in the prcfcnt 
cafe, the particular profcflion of (he en- 
quirer, and his fuppofed general know- 
ledge Qf all other branches qf learning, 
left no room to fufpeft he could be igno- 
rant of the true anfwer to this queftion, 
and cfpccially of what every one knew 
was delivered upon that head by their 
great Legillator, our Saviou* there- 
fore refers him to bis own memory of 
what he had found there in the courfe 
of his ftudies.— What is written in the 
law, how readcfl; thou ? — Upon which 
the enquirer reciting the general heads 
of our duty to God and Mak, as de- 
livered in the i8th of Leviticus and 
the 6th of Deuteronomy, — namely— 
Itbat we Jbouid worjhtp the Lord our God 
with all our beartsy and love our neighbour 
0t ourfches ; our blefled Saviour tells 
him, he bad anfwered right, and if he 
followed that lefibn, he could ncit 
9 
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£ul of the blefiing he feemcd dcTir 
rous }:o inherit. — This doy and tbou Jbalf 
iipe. 

But he, as the context tells us, will- 
ing to juftify himfelf — willing poflibly 
to gain more credit in the confcrpncc^ 
pt hoping perhaps to hear fuch a parr 
tial and narrow deEinition of the word 
^gbbour. as would fuit his own princi- 
ples, and juftify fome particular oppref- 
fiqns of his own, or thofc of which hif 
whole order lay under an accufation— f 
fays unto Jesus in the 29th verfe— 
And who is Tiiy neighbour ? Though the 
demand at firft (ight may feem utterly 
trifling, yet was it far from being fo in 
i^Qi. For according as you underftood 
the term in a more or le(s retrained fenfe 
•—it produced many necelTary variations 
- in the duties you owed from that rela- 
tion. — Our bleffcd Saviour, to reQify 
any partial and pernicious miftake in this 
matter, and to place at once this duty of 
the love of our neighbour upon its true 
bottom qf philanthropy and univerfal 
kindnefs^ qiakes anfwer to the propofcd 
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queftion, not by any far-fetched refine- 
ment from the fchoois of the Rabbies, 
which might have foooer filenced than 
convinced the man — but by a direft 
appeal to human nature in an inflance 
he relates of a man falling amongft 
thieves, left in the greateft diftrefs ima- 
ginable, till by chance a Samaritan, an 
utter ftranger, coming where he was, by 
an ad of great goodnefs and compaiSon, 
not only relieved him at prefent, but 
took him under his proteftion, and ge- 
neroufly provided for his future fafety. 

On the clofc of which engaging ac- 
count our SAvrouR appeals to the 

man's own heart in the firft verfe of the 
text— WA/cA jiBW of thefe three, ihinkejl 
tboUy was neighbour unto him that fell 
amongft the thieves? and inftead of draw- 
ing the inference himfelf, leaves him to 
dedde in favour of fo noble a principle 
fo evidently founded in mercy. — ^Thc 
lawyer, ftruck with the truth and juftice 
of the dodrine, and frankly acknowledg- 
ing the force of it, our bleffcd Saviour 
concludes the debate with a fhort admo- 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



S E R M O N m. 41 

ftition, tbaC he would praSife wh:U he 
had approved — and go, and imitate that 
fair example of univertal benevolenCQ 
which it had fet before him. 

In the remaining part of the difcouFfe 
I fhall follow the lame plan j and there- 
fore Ihall beg leave to enlarge firlt upon 
the ftory itfelf, with fuch reflediong ai 
will arife from it ; and conclude, ai our 
Saviour has done, with the iame ex- 
hortation to kindnels and humanity 
which fo naturally falls from it. 

A certain man, fays our.SAViouR, went 
down from Jerufalem to Jericho, and 
fell among thieves, who flripped him of 
his raiment, and departed, leaving him 
half-dead. There is fomethiog in our 
nature which engages us to take part in 
every accident to which man is fubjeA, 
from what caufc foever it may have 
happened} but in fuch calamities as a 
man has fallen into through mere mif- 
fortune, to be charged upon no fault or 
indifcretion of himfdf, there is fome- 
thing then fo truly interefting, that at 
the firft fight wc generally make them 
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our own, 'not altogether from a reflexion 
tl^it they might have been or may be 
6), but oftener from a certain generofity 
and tcndernefs of nature which ^fpofes 
us. for companion, abdraded frgm all 
confiderations of fclf: fo that without 
any obfcrvablc z£i of the will, we fuffer 
irith the unfortunate, and feel a weight 
wpon our fpirits wc know not why, on 
feeing the moft common inltanccs of 
their diftrefs. But where the fpcOa- 
clc is uncommonly tragical, and com-i 
plicated with many clrcumftances of 
milery, the miad is then taken captive at 
once, and were it inclined to it, has no 
power to make refiftance, but futrender^ 
itlelf to all the tender emotions of pity 
^nd deep concern* So that when one 
confidcrs this friendly part of our na- 
ture without looking farther, one would 
think it impolGblc for a man to look upon 
mifery without finding himfelf in feme 
meafurc attached to the intereft of him 
who fuffers it — I fay, one would think 
it impoffible — for there are fome tern-* 
pers — how ihall I defcribc thciii?-7--g. 
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formed either of fuch impenetrable mat- 
ter, or wrought up by habitual felfifb' 
ncfs to fuch an utter infcnfibility df wha« 
becomes of the fortunes of th^ir fellow- 
ereatures, as if they were oot partaken 
of the fame nature, or had no lot or con- 
nection at all with the fpecics^ 

Of this character, our Saviour pto' 
duces two difgraceful inflances in the 
behaviour of a Frielt and a Levite* 
whom in this account he reprefents as 
coming to the place where the unhappy 
man was ; — both paiHng by without 
cither {tretching forth a hand to affift, 
or uttering a word to comfort him in his 
diftf-efs.. 

And py chance there came down a 
certain t prieft !— merciful God ! that a 
teacher of thy religion fliould ever want 
humanity— or that a man whofe head 
might be thought full of the one, Ihould 
have a heart void of the other!— This 
however was the cafe before us — and 
though in theory one would fearcc fuf- 
peft that the lead pretence ^to religion, 
and an open difregard to fo nuin a part 
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of it, could ever meet together in one 

perfon; yet in fad it is no fiftitious 

Chara'Scr. 

Look into the world — how often do 
you behold a fordid wretch, wbofe ftrait 
heart is open to no man's afflidion, 
taking ihelter behind an appearance of 
piety, and putting on the garb of reli- 
gion, which none but the merciful and 
compaiConate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what fanflity he goes to the 
end of bis days, in the fame felfiffi track 
in which he at firft fet out — turning 
neither to the right hand nor to the 

)eft— —but plods on pores all his 

life long upon the ground, as if afraid 
to look up, left peradventure he ftiduld 
fee aught which might turn him one 
moment out of that ftrait line where 

intereft is carrying him ; or if, by 

chance, he ftumbles upon a haplefs .ob- 
- je£t of diftrefs, which threatens fucfa a 
^fafter to him — like the man here rc- 
prefented, devout^ palling by on the 
other fide, as if unvnliing to truft him- 
£Bf to the imprefficms of nature, or ha- 
5 
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zard tbe inconveniences which pity might 
lead him into upon the occzfion. 

There iibut one ftrokc -wanting in this 
picture of an unmerciful man to render 
the charaf^er utterly odious, and that 
our Savioitr gives it in the following 
Inftancc he relates upon it. And like- 
wife, fays he, a Levite, when be was at 
the placet ^'^^^ ^'^ looked at him. If was 
not a tranfient overfigbt, the hafty or ill- 
advifed ncgled of an unconfidcring hu- 
mour, with which the beft-difpofed are 
ibmetimes overtaken, and led on beyond 
the point where othcrwlfe they would 
have wilhed to flop — No ! — on the con- 
trary, it had all the aggravation of a de.-, 
liberate ad <^ infenfibility proceeding 
from a hard heart. When be was at the 
place, be came and looked at him,-« 
confidered his -misfortunes, gave time 
for reafon and nature to have awoke— 
&w the imminent danger he' was in--* 
and the preffing neceffity of imme<Uate 
help, vMcb fo violent a cafe called 
aloud for ; and after all— turned afide. 
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and unmcrCiliilly left him to all the dif- 
trefies of ius condition. 

bi all unmerciful actions the iPorft of 
men pay this compliment at lead: to hu- 
manity, as to endeavour to wear as mnch 
of the appearance of it, as the cafe will 
well lit them; — fa that in the hardeft 
i&s a man fliall be guilty of^ he has 
fome motives, true or falfc, always ready 
to offer, eithcfr to fatlsfy himfclf or the 
world, and^ God knows, too often to 
impofc both upon the one and the other* 
- And therefore it wi)uld be no hard mat- 
iHt here to give a probable gue& at what 
pased in the Levite's mind in the pre- 
fent cafe, aiid flicw, was it neccfiary, by 
what kind of cafuiftry he fettled the 
matter with his confcicnce as he palTed 
by, and guarded all the parages to his 
heart againft the inroads which pity 
might attempt to make Upon the occa- 
sion. — But it is painful to dwell long 
upon this difagreeable part of the ftory ; 
I therefore haften to the concluding in- 
cident of it» which is fo amiable, that one 
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caonot eofily be too copious in re6e£tiont 
upon it, — And behold, fays our Savi- 
our, a certain Samaritan as he journeyed 
came where he was ; and when he . faw 
him he had compaiTion on him — ^^and 
went to him — bound up his wounds, 
-pouring in oil and wine — fet him upon 
his own beall, brought him to an.inni 
and took care of him. I fuppofe, it will 
be fcarce necefl^ry here to remind. you 
that the Jews had no dealings with . the 
Samaritans— an old religious grudge—- 
the word, of all grudges, had wrought 
fuch a diflike between both people, that 
they held themfelves mutually difcharg- 
cd not only from all offices of friendfliip 
and kindnefs, but even from the moll 
common .z&& of courtefy and good 
manners. This operated fo ftrongly in 
our Saviour's time, that the woman of 
Samaria feemed alloniflicd that be, be- 
ing a Jew, fhould a^ water of her who 
was a Samaritan; — fo. that with fuch 
a prepoffcffion, however diftrefsful the 
cafe of the unfortunate man was, and 
how rcafonably foever he might plead 



r.:,i! :i-,C>(K>tjk 



;o S £ R Bf O K nr. 

fdr pity from another man, there was 
little aid or confeUtion to be looked for 
&om fo unpromifing a quarter. Alasf 
afl^r I have been txvice paffed by, negleSed 
fy men ^mj own nation and religion, bvnnd 
ijfi many tifj to ajijl me, left here friend- 
left and wipitied both by a Frieji and a Lr~ 
•Oftt, men whofi fnfegiim andfupiriof ad- 
vantagei (f htoiuled^ toald not leave them 
III the dark in ivhm manner they fhmld dif 
ebiarge this dt6t •which my condition tlaims 
— ^»- ibm~-'Eohat ktpejf tBhai eicf^e^a- 
timifrvm a paffei^^, mt ord^ aftrangery 
—■bta a Samaritan releafed from ail obli- 
gations to me, and by a national difiike in- 
fiamed by maiual Hi «fficeti now made ^ 
enett^t and mere tiliely to rejace at the evib 
v/hteb have fallen open me^ than ioftretch 
forth a hand tofave me from them! 

lis no unnatural foltloquy to ima- 
gine ; but the aftions of generous and 
compailionate tempers baffle all tittle 
rcafonings about them. — True charity, 
m the Apoftte's defcription, as it is kind;. 
and is not eafily provoked, fo it mant- 
fcftcd this charaftcr here j— fot we find 
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when he tame -whtto he was, and beheld 
his diftrefs, — all the uiifFiehdly paflionsi 
which at another time might have rofo 
within him, now utterly forJbok him and 
fled: when he faw his miafortanes — ^he 
forgot his enmity towards the man,— 
dropped all tht prejudices which educa< 
tion had planted againfl: him, and in the 
room of tliem, all that was good and 
CompaiHondte was ftiSered to fpcak in 
lUG behalf. 

In benevolent natures the impuUe td 
pity is fo latHen, that fike inftrumcnt* 
of mufic which obey the- touch-^the ob« 
jeAs which are fitted to excite fueh im- 
preffiont work fb inftantancous an e€e&, 
that you would think the wiH was fcarce 
concerned, zAd that the imnd was alto- 
gether paflive in the fympathy which her 
own goodnefs has excited. The ti'nth is 
-u-tbe ibul is generally in fueh cafes lb 
bufity t^cn up and whcdly engrolTed by 
the objed of pity, that Jhe docs not at- 
tend to her own operations, or take lei- 
fure to examine the principles upon which 1 
file a£tc. So that the Samaritao, though 

E 2 
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the moment he faw him be bad compaf- 
fion on him, yet, fudden a& the emotion is 
reprcfented, you are not to imagine that 
it was mechanical^ but that there was a 
fettled principle of humanity and good- 
nefs which operated within him, and In- 
fluenced not only the firft impulfe of kind- 
nefs, but the continuation of it through- 
out the reft of (o engaging a"behaviour. 
And becauje it is a pleafure to look into 
a good mind, and trace out as far as one 
is' able, what pafles within it on fuch oc- 
cafions, I ftiall beg leave for a moment 
to ftate an account of what was Ukely to 
pafs in his, and in what manner fo dif- 
trefsful a cafe would neceiTarily work 
upon fuch 3 difpofition. 

As he approached the place where the 
unfortunate man lay, the inllant he be- 
held him, no doubt feme fuch train of 
Tefiei^ions as this would rife in his mind. 
« Good.'piod! what a fpeftacle of mifery 

•"■do L behold! a man ftrippcd of 

'*' his ' raiment — wounded — lying lan- 
'*' guifliing before me upon the ground, 
*< juft ready to expire,— without . the 
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** comfort of a friend to fupport him in 
** his laft agonies, or the profpeft of a 
** hand to clofe his eyes when his pains 
** arc over. But perhaps my concern 
'* fliould leffen when I refleft on the rc- 
** lations in which we ftand to each other 
** — that he is a Jew, and I a Samaritan. 

•* But arc we not flill both men ; 

** partakers of the fame nature — and 
** iiibjcft to the fame evils ? — let me 
** change conditions \*ith him for a 
" moment and confidcr, had his lot be- 
** fallen mc as I journeyed in the way, 
« what meafure I ftiould have expeaied 
" at his hand. — Should I wifh, when he 
■* beheld me wounded and half-dead, 
** that he fliouId Ihut up his bowels of 
« compaffion from mc, and double the 
, ** weight of my miferics by pafling by 
** and leaving them unpitied ? — But I 
** am a ftranger to the man ; — be it fo 
** — ^but 1 am no ftranger to his condi- 
•' tion — misfortunes are of no particular ■ 
** tribe or nation, but belong to us all j 
" and have a general claim upon us, 
*' without diftinftion of climate, country, 
E 3 
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*• or religion. Bcfidcs, though 1 am a 
** ftrangcr — 'tis no fault of his th»t I do 
*' not know hiip, and thei'cfoi'e uiicqui- 
*' table he Ihould fuffer by it :— Had I 
" known him, poffibly I ftiould have 
" bad caufe to love and pity him the 
" more — for aught I know, he is fome 
*' one of uncommon merit, whole life is 
** rendered ftill more precious, as the 
** lives and happinefs of others may be 
** involved in it : perhaps at this inftant 
" that he lies here forfaken, in all this 
*• mifery, a whole virtuous family i* 
" joyfully looking for his return, and 
** affeftionately counting the hours of 
** his delay. Oh ! did they know what 
" evil had befallen him— — how would 
" they fly to fuccour him !— Let mc 
*^ then haften to fupply thofe tender 
** offices of binding up his wounds, 
" and carrying him to a place of fafety 
" —or if that afliftance comes top late, 
*' I Ihall comfort him at leaft in his laft 
" hour — and, if I can do nothing eife, — ? 
" I (hall foftcn his misfortunes by drop- 
" ping a tear of pity over them." 
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*lls ahnoft neceflary to imagine die 
good Samaritan was in^ucnced by feme 
fuch thoughts as thcfe, from the uncom- 
mon generofity of his behavtour, vhich 
is reprclcnted by our Saviour operating 
like the warm zeal of a brother, mixed 
with the afiedionate di&reuon and care 
of a parest, who was not fatisfied with 
takii^ hii^ under his prote&ion, and 
iupfljing his prefent wanc£> but in 
looking forwards for him, and taking 
care that his wants' Ihoidd be fupplted 
when he Ihould be gone, and no longer 
near to befriend htm. 

I think there needs no ftronger argu- 
nient to prove how univerfally and 
deeply the feeds of this virtue of com- 
pafSon are planted in the heart of mm, 
than in the plcafute we take in fuch 
reprefentations of it : and thovgh ioaie 
men have reprefented human nature in 
other colours (though to what eod I 
know not), yet the matter of fa£t is fo 
flrong againft him, that from the ge- 
neral propenfity to pity the unfortu- 
nate, we exprcfs that fenfation by the 
= 4 
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vrord' humanity y as if it was infcparable 
from our nature. That it is not infe- 
parabky I have allowed in the former 
part of this difcourfe, from feme re- 
proachful inftances of fclfifh tempers, 
which fecm to take part in nothing be- 
yond themfclves ; yet I am perfuaded, 
and affirm 'tis ftill fo great and noble a 
part of our nature, that a man muft da 
great violence to himfclf, and fuffcr 
many a painful conflict, before he has 
brought himfelf to a tiiffcrcnt difpofition. 
•Tis obfcrvable in the foregoing ac- 
count, that when the pricft came to the 
place where be was, he paffed by on the 
other fide — he might have palTed by, 
you'll fay, without turning aftde. — No, 
there is a fecret- ffiame which attends' 
every a£l of inhumanity liot to be con- 
quered in the hardelt natures, fo that, 
as in other cafes, fo efpecially in this,- 
many a man" will do a cruel a6t, who at 
the fame time will blulh to look you in 
the face, and is forced to turn afide be- 
fore be can have a heart to ezecutc bis 
purpofe. 
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Inconfillcnt creature that a man is! 
vho at that indant that he docs what is 
wrong, is not able to withhold his tefti- 
mony to what is good and praifc-worthy. 
I have now done with the parable, 
which was the firft part propofed to be 
- confidcred in thi$ difcourfe ; and Ihould 
proceed to the fccond, which fo toaturally 
falls from it, of exhorting you, as our 
Saviour did the lawyer upon it, to go 
and do fo likewife : but I have been fo co- 
pious in my refledions upon the ftory it- 
fclf, that 1 find I have infenfibly incorpo- 
rated into them almolt all that 1 (bould 
have faid here in recommending^ fo ami- 
able an example ; by which means I have 
unawares anticipated the tafk I propofed. 
I Ihall therefore detain you no longer 
than with a fingle remark upon the fub- 
jtSt in general, which is this : *Tis ob- 
fervable in many places of fcrlpture, that 
our bleffed Saviour, in defcribing the 
day of judgment, does it in fuch a man- 
ner, as if the great enquiry then, was 
to relate principally to this one virtue of 
companion:— and as if our final fentence 
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at that fcJemnity was to be protiounced 
exaftly according to the degrees of it. 
** 1 was a hungred and yc gave me meat 
•' _ thirfty and ye gave me drink — na- 
*• ked iuid ye ctothed me— I was fick 
"and yt vifitcd me — in prifon and yc 
•* came unto me." Not that we are to 
imagine from thence, as if any other 
good or evil aftion ftiould then be over- 
looked by the eye of the AU-fceing Judge, 
but barely to intimate to us, that a cha- 
Taritable and benevolent difpofitioQ is fo 
principal and ruling a part of a man's 
eharafter, as to be a confiderable teft by 
itfelf of the whole frame and temper of 
his mind, with which all other virtues 
and vices refpeftively rife and fall, and 
will almoft necci&rily be conneftcd,— 
Tel! me therefore of a compalSonate 
man, you reprefent to me a man of a 
thoufand other good qualities^— on 

whom I can depend whom I may 

fafcly truft with my wife my chil- 
dren, my fortune and reputation — Tis 
for. this, as the Apoftle argues from the 
fame princijJe — " that he will not com- 
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** mit adultery— that he will not kill — 
** that he will not ileal — that he will 
** not bear falfc witnefs." That is, the 
forrows which arc ftirred up in men's 
hearts by fuch trcfpaffes, are fo tenderly 
felt by a compaffionatc man, that it is 
not in his power or bis nature to com- 
mit them. 

So that well might he conclude, that 
charity, by which he means, the love 
to- your neighbour, was the end of the 
commandment, and that whofocvcr ful- 
filled it, had fulfilled the law. 

Now to God, drc. Amen. 
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S E R.M O N IV. 

Self - Knowledge. 

1 Samuel xii. 7. iftpart. 
And Nithan lud unto Dand, Tbou ut the min. 

rr<HERE is no hiftorical pafl^e la 
fcripturc, which give* a more re- 
markable inftance of the deceitfulncfs 
of the heart of man to itfelf, and of how- 
little we truly know of ourfelves, than 
this, wherein David is convided out of 
his own mouth, and is led by the pro- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a fe- 
vere judgment upon another, for an a£fc 
of injuftice, which he had paffed over in 
himfelf, and poflibly reconciled to his 
own confcience. To know one's fclf, 
one would think could be no very diffi- 
cult lefibn ;— for who you'll fay can well 
be truly ignorant of himfelf and the 
true difpofition of his own heart ? Jf a 
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man thinks at all, he cannot be a Aran- 
gcr to what pafles there — he mnft be 
confcious of bis own thoughts and de- 
fircs, he muft remember his paft pur- 
fuits, and the true fprhigs and motives 
which in general have dlreded the ac- 
tions of bis life : be may hang out falTc 
colours and deceive the world, but how 
CM) a man deceive himfelff That a man 
can — is evident, becaufc he daily does 
fo. — Scripture tells us, and gives us 
many hiftorica! proofs of it, befides this 
to which the text refers—^* that the heart 
« of maTi is treacherous to itfelf and de- 
*• ceitful above all things,'* and experience 
and every hour's commerce with the 
world Confirms the truth of this fceming 
paridox, ** That though man is the 
•* only creature endowed with reflexion, 
* and confequently qualified to know 
«* the moft of himfelf— yet fo it hap- 
•* pens, that he generally knows the 
•« lead — and with all the power which 
•* Goiy has given him of turning his 
•* eyes irrfrard upon himfelf, and tafc- 
•^ ing notice of the chain of his own 
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•* thoughts arid dcfircs-^yet, m fafl, is 
*' generally fo inattentive, but always 
•' fo partial an obferver of what paffes, 
^ that he is as much, nay often, a mach 
'* greater ftranger to his own difpoft- 
** tion and true charadci:, than all the 
** woiid bcfides." 

By what means he is brought under lb 
manifefi a dctufion, and how he fufiers 
himfclf to be fo grofsly rmpofed upon in 
" a point which he is capable of knowing 
fo nrnch better than others, is not bard 
Bo give an acoonnt of, nor need we fcdt 
farther for it, than amongft the caufes 
which are eveiy day perverting tris rea» 
fon and mifleading him. \Vc arc de- 
ceived in judging of oarfelves, jull as 
we are in judging ttf other things, whea 
<mr pallions and inclinations are called 
m ascounfcUora, and we fuSfer ourfelves 
w fee and reafon juft fo far and no far- 
Aer than they give us leave. How hard 
do we find it to pafs an equitable and 
found judgment in a nutter where oar' 
intcrcft is deeply concerned! — and even 
where there is the remeteft coBTtderatiea 
6 
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of felf, connedcd with the point before 
us, what a ftrange bias docs it hang up- 
on our mind, and how difficult ig it to 
difengage our judgments entirely from 
it ! with what reludtance are wc brought 
to think evil of _a friend whom we have 
long loved and efleemed ! and though 
there happens to be ftrong appearances 
againft him, how apt we arc to over- 
look or put favourable conftriidions up- 
on them, and even fometimcs, when 
our zeal and friendfliip tranfport us, to 
af&gn the beft and kindeft motives for 
the worft and moft unjuftifiable parts of 
his conduct ! 

Wc are ftill worfe cafuifts, and the 
deceit is proportionably (tronger with a 
man, when he is going to judge of him- 

felf — that deareft of all parties, rfo 

dofely conneSed with him — fo much 
and fo long bebved — of whom he has 
fo early conceived the bigheft ojunion 
and cfteem, and with whofc merit he 
has all along, no doubt, found fo much 
reafon to be contented. ~ It is not an eafy 
matter to be feverci where there is fuch 
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an inxpulfe to be kind, or to efface at 
once all the .tender impreOions in favour 
of fo old a friend, which difabled us 
from thinking of him as he Is, and fee- 
ing him in the light, may be, in which 
every one elfe fees him. 

So that however eafy this knowledge 
of one's fclf may appear at firft fight, it 
is otherwife when we come to examine; 
fince not only in pradice, but even ia 
fpeculation and theory, we find it one 
of the bardefl: and moft painful IcfTons. 
Some of the earlieft inflru£b3rs of man- 
kind, no doubt, found it fo too, and for 
that reafon foon faw the ncceffity of 
laying fuch a ftrefs upon this great pre- 
cept of felf knowledge, which, for its 
excellent wifdom and ufefulnefs, many 
of them fuppofed.ta be a divine direc- 
tion ; that it came down from Heaven, 
and comprehended the whole circle both 
of the knowledge and the duty of man. 
And indeed their zeal might cafily be 
allowed in fo high an encomium upon 
the attainment of a -virtue, the want of 
which fo often baiOed their inftruAions, 
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and rendered their endeavours of re- 
forming the heart vain and ufclcfs. Tor 
who could think of a reformation of the 
faults without him, who knew not where 
they lay, or could fet about corrcfting, 
till he had firft come to a fcnfe of the 
dcfcfts which required it ? 

But this was a [)oint always n^uch en- 
fier recommended by public inftruftors 
than flicwn how to be put in prafiice : 
and therefore others, who equally fought 
the reformation of mankind, obferving 
that this dircd road which led to it was 
guarded on all fides by fclf-love, and 
confequently very difficult to open ac- 
cels, foon found out that a different and 
more artful courfe was requifite ; as they 
bad not ftrcngth to remove this flatter- 
ing paflion which flood in their way 
and blocked up all the paflagcs to the 
heart, they endeavoured by ftratagcm to 
get beyond it, and by a ftilful addrcfs, 
if poffible, to deceive it. This gave rife 
to the early manner of conveying their 
inftru3ions in parables, fables, and fuch 
Ibrt of indirect applications, which. 
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though they could not conquer this prin- ' 
ciple of felf-love, yet often lud it aJIeep^ 
or at leafl: over-reached it for a few mo- 
ments, till a juft judgment could be 
procured. 

The prophet Nathan fcems to have 
been a great mailer in this way of ad- 
drefs. David had greatly difpleafed God 
by two grievous fms which he had com- 
mitted, aQd the prophet's commifllon 
was to go and bring him to a convic- 
tion of them, and touch bit heart with 
a fenfe of guilt for what he h^d done 
againft the honour and life of Uriah. 

The holy man knew, that wat it any 
one's cafe but David's own, no man 
would have been fo quicfc-fighted in 
difceming the nature of the injury,— 
more ready to have redreffed it, or who' 
would have &\t more compaffion for 
the party who had fufiered it, than he 
himfelf. 

Inllead therefore of declaring the real 

intention of his errand, by a direft ac- 

cufation and reproof for the crimes he 

had committed ; he comes to bim with 

p 2 
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a-fiaitlblis COiftt^l^int of a cruel aft of 
uijufticc- doiFic ' by atiotber, and accord- 
ntgly he frlmea a cafe^ not fo pat'allcl 
tto'DiTidi^ aahi! fuppiofcd would awaken 
his fulpicion, and prevent a patient and 
candid hearings and . y^'t not lb void of 
r^femblance in the main clrcumftances, 
^B to fdil of Ilriking him When Ihewn in 
a propdr light. 

. And Nathan came and faid unto him, 
'*'l facie -wcretwb men in one city, the 
*^ bnettch and the other poor— the rich 
" man had exceeding many flocks and 
" herSis-, but ihc poor man had nothing 
" favc one littk ewe lamb which he had 
U bought and nouriflied up — and it gVew 
*^ up ;togfcther with him and with his 
*' children — k did eat of his own meat, 
**.and.drinkof his own cup, and lay in 
" his botom^ and was unto him as a 
,*^ daughter— and there came a traveller 
** unto the rich man, and he fpared to 
*}.. lake of his own flock and of his own 
'* herd to drefs for the wayfaring man, 
" that ■ was come unto him, but took 
" the poor insn's lamb and drcfied it 
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" for the m^n that wa^ cpme (inio 
« him." 

The cafe was (irawn up vith great 
judgment and beauty, — the feveral nu- 
nute circutnflaDces which heightened 
the injury truly affoftiiig, — jiud fi) ftroflf- 
]y urged, that it would hayic fecpn i^r 
poffible for any tfim with a preyjoji^ 
fenfc of guiit upon^ hia mind, to fevf 
dcfeoded himfelf from fome degree of 
remorfo, which it mutt natuially hftyf 
excited. : 

The ftory, though it fpotc only . «f 
the injuftjce and opprefiiye aft rf Mk- 
ather tDanrrt??— yet it .pointed tp n/iSit 
he had laldy douc himfclf, with all^p 
circ^mftanccs of (ts aggrayatiffoj-rrrWi^ 
witha], the whole wu fci {enfikfly 44r 
4refli:d t9 the heart »nd palTioE^) ^ t9 
kindle at once the utmoll horror mi 
indignation. And Ha it did,-«^t not 
againil the proper perfon. In his tranC- 
port he foi^ot htmieU';— ^ — hts anger 
greatly kindled againil du- man,-^ani 
he laid unto Nathan, *' As the Lim» 
** livetb, the man that hath done diis 
P 3 
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<' thing (hall Airely die, and he Ihall 
« reftore the lamb fourfold, bccaufc he 
** did this thing, and becaufe he had no 

It can fcarcc be doubted here, but 
that David's anger was real^ and that 
he was what he appeared to be, greatly 
provoked and ezafpcratcd againfl the of- 
fender : and, indeed, his fentence agunft 
him proves he was fo above meafure. 
For to punilh the man with death, and 
obUge him to reftore fourfold bcfidcs> 
was highly unequitable, and not only 
-di^roportioned to the offence, but far 
above die utmoft rigour and fevcrity of 
the law, which allowed a much fofter 
atonement, requiring, in fuch a cafe, no 
more than an ample rcftitution and re- 
compence in kind. The judgment, 
however, feems to have been truly Qn- 
cere and well-meant, and befpoke ra- 
ther the honeft raflinefs of an unfuffM- 
cious judge, than the cool determina- 
don of a confcious and guilty man, who 
knew he was g(HDg to pa&iiaitcoce upon 
faimfelf. 
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I take notice of this particular, be- 
caufe it places this inftance of felf-deceit, 
which is the fubjcft of the difcourfe, in 
the ftrongeft light, and fully dcmonftrates 
the truth of a fad in this great man, 
vhich happens every day among our- 
fclves, namely, that a man may be 
guilty of very bad and difhonelt anions, 
and yet reSed fo little, or fo partially, 
upon what he has done, as to keep his 
confcience free, not only from guilt, 
but even the remotefl fufpicions, that 
he is the man which in truth he is, and 
what the tenor and evidence of his life 
demonftrate. If we look into the world 
— David's is no uncommon cafe;— we 
fee fome one or other perpetually copy- 
ing this bad original, fitting in judg- 
ment upon himfelf, — hearing his own 
caufe, and not knowing what he is do- 
ing ; bally in pailing fentence, and even 
executing it too with wrath upon th« 
pcrfon of another, when in the language 
of the prophet, one might fay to him 
with jufticc, »« thou art the man;" 
» 4 
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Of the many revcngful, «ovctdU8, 
felfe, and ill-natured perfona which we 
complain of in the world, thongh we aH 
join in the cry agdnft them, what man 
amongft os finglcs out himfclf as a cri- 
minal, or ever once takes it into his head 
that he adds to the number ? — or where 
is there a man fo bad, who would not 
think it the hardcft and moft unfair im- 
putation, to have any of tbofe particu- 
lar vices lud to his charge ? 

If he has the fymptoms never fo 
ftrong upon him, which he would pro- 
nounce infallible in another, they are 
indications of no fuch malady in him- 
fclf — He fees what no one elfe fees, 
fome fecrct and flattering circumftances 
in his favour, which no doubt make a 
wide diSerence betwixt his cafe, and the 
parties which he condemns. 

"What 'other man fpeaks fo often and 
vehemently againft the vice of pride, 
fets the weaknefs of it in a more odious, 
light, or is more hurt with it in another, 
than the proud man himfclf? It is the 
fame with the paffionate, the defigning^ 
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the ambitious, and fome other common 
chaTaders in Ufe ; and being a confe- 
quence of the nature of fuch vices, and 
almoft infeparable from them, the cSeSt9 
of it arc generally fo grofs and abfurd, 
that where pity does not forbid, ic it 
plcafant to obfervc and trace the cheat 
through the fcveral turnings and wind- 
ings of the heart, and dae£t it through 
all the fliapcs and appearances which it 
puts on. 

Next to thele inftances of felf-deceit, 
and utter ignorance of our true difpo- 
fition and charafler, which appears in not 
feeing that in ourfelres which fliocks us 
in another man ; there is another fpeciei 
(till more dangerous and delufive, and 
which the more guarded perpetually fall 
into from the judgments they make of 
diffident vices, according to their age 
and complexion, and the various ebbs 
and flows of their palfions and defires. 

To conceive this, let any man look 

into his own heart, and obferve in how 

different a degree of deteftation, num- 

beri of a<£tions ftand there, though . 

6 
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equally bad and vicious in tbemfelves] 
he will foon find that fuch of them, as 
ftrong inclination or cuftom has prompt- 
ed him to commit, arc generally dreffed 
out, and painted with all the falfe beau- 
ties which a fott and flattering hand can 
give them ; and that the others, to which 
he feels no propenfity, appear at once 
naked and deformed, furrounded with 
all the true circumftances of their folly 
and dilhonour. 

, When David furprifed Saul flceping 
in the cave, and cut oS the fkirt of his 
robe, we read, bis heart fmote him for 
what he had donej — ftrange, it fmote 
Mm not in this matter of Uriah, where 
it had fo much ftronger reafon to take 
the alarm.— A whole year had almoft 
paffed from the hrft commilEon of this 
injuftice, to the time the prophet was 
fent to reprove him ; and we read not 
once of any rcmotle or compuntflion o£ 
heart for what he had done : and it is 
not to be doubted had the fame pro- 
phet met him when he. was returning up 
out of the cave, — and told him, that. 
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fcrapulous and confcientious as he then 
Teemed and thought himfclf to be, he 
was deceiving htmfelf, and was capable 
of committing the fouled and moil 
difhonourable adlions; — that he (hould 
one day murder a faithful and a valiant 
fervant, whom he ought in jutlice to 
have loved and honoured ; — that he 
ihould without pity firft wound him in 
the tendereft part, by taking away hit 
deareft poffcflion, — and then unmerci- 
fully and treachcroufly rob him of his Kfe 
—Had Nathan in a prophetic fpirit fore- 
told to David that he was capable of this, 
and that he fhould one day adually do it, 
and from no other motive but the mo- 
mentary gratification of a bafe and un- 
worthy paffion, he would have received 
the prediaion with horror, and faid pof- 
(ibly with Hazael upon juft fuch ano- 
ther occafion, and wirh the fame igno- 
rance of himfelf, — What! is thy feroant 
a dog that he Jhould do this great thing? 
And yet in all likelihood, at that very 
time there wanted nothing but the fame 
degree of temptation, and the fame op- 
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portunity to induce him to the {i|^, which 
afterwards overcame him. 

Thus the cafe ftands with us ftill. 
"When the paffions are warmed, and the 
fin which prefents itfelf exailly tallies to 
the defire, obferve how impecuouily a, 
man will rufti into it, and aft againft all 
principles of honour, juftice, and mercy. 
—Talk to him the moment after upon 
the nature of another vice to which he 
is not addiifled, an4 from which perhaps 
his age> his temp>er, or rank in life fepure 
him ; take notice, how well he reasons, 
—with what equity he determine*,— , 
what an honeft indignation and Ibarp- 
nefq he expreflcs againil it, and how ioi 
Jcnfibly his anger kindles againft the man 
who hath done this thing. 

Thus we are nice in grains and fcrU' 

plee, but knaves in matters of 3. 

pound weight; every day ftraiijipg at 
gn&ts, yet fwallowing camels ; — niife- 
rably cheating ourfclves, and torturing 
our rcafon to bring us in fuch a report 
of the fin as fuits the prcfcnt appetite and 
inclination. 
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Mod of us are aware of and pretend 
to detefl: the bare-faced inftaoces of that 
hypocrify by which men deceive others, 
but few of us are upon our guard, or fee 
that more fatal hypocrify by which wc 
deceive and over reach our own hearts. 
It is a flattering and dangerous dtftem- 
per, which has undone thoufands;— we 
bring th& feeds of it along with us into 
the world,— —they infenftbly grow up 
with us from our childhood, — they lie 
long concealed and undifturbed, and have 
generally got fuch deep root in our na- 
tures by the time we are come to yeir^ 
of underflanding and refle^on, that it 
requires ail we have got to defend our- 
felvcs from their effeds. 

To make the cafe ftill worfe on our 
■ fides, 'tis with this as with every griev- 
ous diftemper of the body, — the reme- 
dies are dangerous and doubtful, in pro- 
portion to our miftakes and ignorance 
of the caufe : for in the inftances of felf- 
deceit, though the head is fick, and the 
whole heart faint, the patient feldoai, 
knows what he ails : of all th? things 
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wc know and leam, this ncceflary know- 
ledge comes to us the lad. 

UpcHi what principle it happens thus, 
1 have endeavoured to Jay open in the 
firft part of this difcourfe ; which I con- 
clude with a ferious exhortation to flrug- 
gle againft them: which wc can only 
hope to do, by convcrling more and 
f^cncr with ourfclvcs, than the bufinefs 
and diverfions of the world generally 
give as leave. 

We have a chain of thoughts, defires, 
engagements and idleneffes, which per- 
petually return upon us in their proper 
time and order — let us, I befcech you, 
aiign and fee apart fome fmall portion 
of the day for this purpofc,— of retiring 
into ourfelves, and fearching into the 
dark corners and receffcs of the heart, 
and taking notice of what is pacing 
there. If a man can bring himfclf to 
do this talk with a curious and impartial 
eye, he will quickly find the fruits of 
it will more than recompenfe his time 
and labour. He will fee fcveral irregu- 
larities and unfufpci^ed palHons within 
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him which he never was aware of: — he 
will difcover in his progrefs many fccret 
turns and windings in his heart to which 
he was a ftrangcr, which now gradually 
open and difclofe themfelves to him 
upon a nearer view ; in thefe labyrinths 
be will trace out Aich hidden fprings 
and motives for many of his moft ap- 
plauded aiftions, as will make him ra- 
ther fbrry and alhamed of himfclf, than 
proud. 

In a word,' he will underfland hit 
errors, and then fee the neceffity, with 
David, of imploring God to cleanfe him 
from his fecret faults, — and with fome 
hope and confidence to fay, with this 
great man after his conviflion, — ** Try 
** me, O God, and fcek the ground of 
*' my heart, — prove mc and examine my 
*' thoughts, — look well if there be any 
** way of wickednefs in me, and lead 
*' me in the way evcrlafting." 

Now to God the Father, &c. &c. 
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The Cafe of Elijah and the Widow 
of Zarephath conitdered. 

A CHARITY SERMON. 
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ftlCHAfiD OSBALDISTON,D.D. 

DSAM OF YORK. 
SIR, 

Y HAVE taken the liberty to iolcrifae 
•^ this Difcourfc to you, in teftimony of 
the gre« refpeft which I owe to your 
icharader in general ; and firom a fenfe 
of what is dae to it in j}articular from 
every member of the Gsurcb ^ Tork. 

I wifli I had as good a reafon for do- 
ing -that^ which biis givon me the op- 
portunity of making fo pubBc and juft 
an acknowledgment ; being afraid there 
can be little left to be ^d upon the 
fubje£t of Charity^ which has not been 
often thought, and much better ex- 
prcCTcd by many who have gone bef^xrc : 
and indeed it feems fo beaten and com- 
mon a path, that it is not an eafy mat- 
o a 
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tcr for a new comer .to diftinguifli him- 
fclf in it, by any thing except the novelty 
of his Vehicle. 

I beg, however. Sir, your kind ac- 
ceptance of it, and of the motives which 
have induced me to addrefs it to yoq; 
one of which I cannot conceal in juf- 
ticc to myfcif, becaufe it has proceeded 
from the lenfe of many favours and 
civilities which I have received from 
you. I am. 



Yopr moft obliged, and 

flutkfitl hapible Semot. 

LAUREKCS STERN^, 
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SERMON V. 

The Cafe of Elijah and the WidoW 
of Zarephath coniidered. 



And the barrel of meal waftfd not, neither did the' craft 

of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord wtuch he 
fpake by the prophet Elijah. 

nrHi words of the text arc the rc- 
"'■ cord of a miracle wrought in be- 
half of the widow of Zarephath, who 
had charitably taken Elijah under her 
roof, and adminiftered unto him in a 
lime of great fcarcity and diftrefs. There 
is fomething very interelling and affec- 
tionate in the manner this ftory is re- 
lated in holy writ : and as it concludes 
with a fecond {till more remarkable 
proof of God's favour to the fame 
perlbn, in the rcftoration of her dead 
fon to life, one cannot but confider 
both miracles as rewards of that ad of 
piety, wrought by infinite power, and 
03 - ■ 
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left upon record in fcripture, not mercFp 
as tcftimonics of the propBet's diyine- 
miffion, but lifcewMe as two encouraging 
inftances of God Almighty's bleffing. 
upon works of charity and benevolence. 

In this Ticw I. have made choice of 
^s piece of &cred hiftory, which I ihalli 
beg leave to m&e ufe of as the ground- 
Work for an exhortation to charity in 
general : and that it may better anfwer 
the particular purpofe of this folemnity,, 
1 will endeavour to enlarge upon it with, 
fuch reflcSions, as, I truft in God, will 
(iSctte fome fentiments of compaffion 
which may be profitable to fo pious a 
defign. 

Elijah had fied from two dreadful 
drils, the approach of a famine, and the 
perfccutioil of Ahab, an enraged enemy: 
and in obedience to the command of 
6oD had hid himfelf by the brook Che- 
rith, that is before Jordan. In this fafc 
and peaceful folitude, bleffed with daily 
marks of Goo's providence, the holy 
man dwelt free both from the cares and; 
glories of the world; by nuraculoud im->> 
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pulfe the ravent bnt^bt Mm hread and 
fiejb in the mornii^y and bread end fiefix in 
the evening, and be drank tf the bnak j 
till by continuance of drought (the win- 
dows of hezYcn being ihut up in tbofs 
days for three years aid fix months, 
which was the natural caufe likewife of 
the famine) it came to pals after a while' 
that the brock, the great fountain of bit 
fupport, dried op ; and he is 2gaaa di* 
re£ted by the word of the Lord where 
to betake himfetf fin: ifaelter. He is com- 
manded to arife and go to Zarephath« 
which belongcth to Zidon^ with an a& 
furance that he had ^ifpofed the heart of 
a widow womui there to fuftain him. 

Tlie prophet follows the call of his 
God : the fame hand which brought him 
to the gate of the city, had led alTo the 
poor widow out of her doors, oppreffed 
with fbrrow. She bad come forth upon 
a melancholy errand, to make prepara- 
tion to eat her laft meal* and fliare it 
with her child. 

No doubt, (he had long fenced agsinft 

this tragic^ event with all the thrifty 

O 4 
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management which felf-preferraticn md 
parental love could infpirc ; full no 
doubt of cares and many tender appre- 
hcnfions left the {lender ftock fliould fail 
them before the return of plenty. 

But as fhe was a widow, having loft 
the only ^ithful friend who would heft 
have aOiflcd her in this virtuous ftrug- 
gle» the prefent necclBty of the times at 
length overcame her { and Ihe was - juft 
£dling .down an eafy prey to It, when 
Ehjah' .came to the place where Ihe was. 
jind he . called unto her^ and Jaidt Fetch 
*M, I fray thee, a little luaier in a vejfel, 
that J may drink. Jfid Oi Jbe was going, to 
fetch itf he called mto her, and /aid. Bring 
tiie I pray thee a morfel of bread in thine 
band. And Jhe fmd, as the Lord thy God 
livethy 1 have not a cake, but a han^ul tf 
meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a.cn^fe: 
and behold, 1 am gathering twejlicit, that 
Jmay go in'a^ drefs it for meand my fin, 
that we way eat it and die. Jnd Elijah 
/aid unto her. Fear not, but go^ and do 
at thou haji fmd; but make me there^ a 
Uftle cake firjiy and brit^ it unto m, and 
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after make for thee and for thy Jon. For 
thus faith the Lord God of Ifrael, The 
barrel if meal jhall not luafie^ neither jhall 
the crafe of oil fail^ until the day that tbe^ 
Lordfendeth rain upon the earth. 

True charity is always unwilling to 
find cxcufes— elfc here was a fair op- 
portunity of pleading many: flic might 
have infilled over again upon her fttua- 
tion, which neceflarily tied up her hands 
— flie might have urged the unrcafon- 
abienefs of the requcft; — that rtie wa« 
reduced to the lowefi extremity already 
— and that it was contrary to jufticc and 
the firft law of nature, to rob herfelf and 
child of their laft morfel, 'and give it to 
a ftranger. 

But in generous fpirits, compaflion is 
fometimes more than a balance for felf- 
prefcrvation. For, as God certainly la- 
terwove that friendly foftnefs in our na- 
ture to be a check upon too great a pro- 
penfity towards felf-love — fo it fcemed 
to operate here. — For it is obfcrvable, 
that though .the prophet backed his re* 
gueft with the promife of an immediate 
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rccompcncc in multiplying her ftock ; 
yet it is not fvidcnt, ftie was influenced 
at all by that temptation. For if (he 
had, doubtlefs it mull have wrought 
fuch a mixture of felf intcreft into the 
motive of her compliance, as muft great- 
ly have allayed the merit of the aftion. 
But this, I fay, does not appear, but ra- 
ther the contrary, from the refleftion 
(he makes upon the whole in the laft 
Verfe of the chapter. J^ow hy this I 
know that thou art a man of God, and 
that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is 
truth. 

Befides, as Hie was an inhabitant of 
Zarephath (or, as it is called by St. 
Luke, Sarepta, fubjeft to Sidon, the 
metropolis of Phoenicia, without the 
bounds of God's people), Ihc had been 
brought up in grofs darknefs and idola* 
try, in utter ignorance of the Lord 
God of Ifrael : or, if (he had heard of 
his name, which is all that feems pro- 
bable, Ihc had been taught to difbelievc 
the mighty wonders of his hand, and wai 
ftill Icfs likely to believe his prophet. 
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Moreover, Ihe might argue, U tfaift 
nan by fome fecret myllery of bis own, 
er through the power of his God, is 
able to procure fo preternatural a fupply 
for mcj whence comes it to pafs, that 
he now Hands to want bimfelf, opprefled 
both with hunger and thirft ? 

It appears, therefore, that {be mull 
have been wrought upon by an unmixed 
principle of humanity. — She looked 
upon him as a fellow-partner almoft in 
the fame afilidiion with herlcif-— She 
confidered he had come a weary pilgrim- 
age, in a fukry climate, through a» 
exhauftcd country j where neither bread 
or water were to be had, but by nGts of 
Bberality. — That he had come an un- 
known trawllcr, and as a hard heart 
never wants pretence, that this circum- 
ftance, which fliould rather have be- 
friended, might have helped to oppreffr 
film. — She confidered, for charity is 
ever fruitful in kind reafons, that he 
was now far from his own country, and 
had ftraycd out of the reach of the ten- 
der offices of fome one who affi;6Honatclv 
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.mourned his abfencc — her heart ifra* 
touched with pity. — She turned in fi- 
lence, and went and did according as he 
badfaid. And behold^ both Jhe^ and he, 
and her boufe did eat many days ; or as 
in the margin, one whole year. Jndthe 
barrel of meal wajled nst^ Tteitber did tha 
crufe of oil fail^ until the day that God font 
rain upon tha earth. 

Though it may not fecm neceffary to 
raife conjedurcs here upon this event, 
yet it is natural to fupporc, the danger 
of the famine being thus unexpeftcdly 
got over, that the mother began to look 
hopefully forwards upon the reft of her 
days. There were many widows in If- 
rael at that time, when the heavens were 
fhut up for three years and fix months, 
yet, as St. Luke obferves, to none <f 
them itfas the prophet fent, fave to thii 
widow of Sarepta : in all likelihood, flic 
would not be the lafl: in niaking the 
fame obfervation, and drawing from it 
fome flattering conciufion in favour of 
her fon. — Many a parent would build 
high upon a worfe foundation. — " Since 
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•* the God of Ifrael has thus fcnt his 
•* own mcffenger to us in our diftreft, to 
*• pafs by fo many houfes of his own 
** peoplf, and ftop at mine, to favc it 
*' in fo miraculous a manner from de- 
" flruAion ; doubtlefs, -this is but an 
** earned of his future kind intcntiops 
•' to us : at Icaft his goodnefs has de- 
•* creed to comfort my old-age by the 
** long life and heahh of my fon ; — but 
** perhaps, he has fomething greater 
** ftill in ftore for him, and I ihall live 
*• to fee the fame hand hereafter crown 
^* his head with glory and honour." 
We may naturally fuppofc her inno- 
cently carried away with fuch thoughts, 
when fhe is called back by an unexpected 
diftcmper which furprifes her fon, and 
in one moment brings down all her hopes 
— -for his Jicknefi was fo fore that theTi 

was no breath left in him. 

The expoflulations of immoderate 

grief are feldom juft. For, though 

Elijah had already preferved her fon, as 
well as herfelf, from iinmediate death, 
;vid was the lalt caufe to be fufpeded of 
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£> fad an accident; yet the paflkiriale 
mother ki tlie firft tranfport challeages 
faim as the author, of her misfortune % 
• ■ — riS if he had brought down forrow 
upon a houfe which had fo hofpitaUjr 
Sheltered hitn. Tlie prophet was too 
full of compaffion to make reply to fo 
unkind an accufation. He take; the 
dead child out of his mother's hofoniy and 
laid him upon his own bed ; and be cried 
■ftnto the Lord, and /aid, O Lord n^ God^ 
bafi thou brought evil upon the widow 
with wbom I fojourn, by jUyii^ her fan ? 
*• Is this the reward of iJl her clarity 
*' and goodnefs ? Thou hafl: before diis 
*' robbed her of the dear partner of all 
** her joys and all her cares; and now 
*' that file is a widow, and has moft rea- 
*• fon to cxpe£l thy proteiftion ; behold 
*' thou haft withdrawn her laft prop : 
« thou haft taken away her child, the 
" only ftay ftic had to reft (ya."-r'Md 
Elijah cried unto God, and fmi, O Lord 
my God, I pray thee let this chiles /out 
xom& into him again. 



Ci,iz-i„C,oo^\i: 
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"Hie prayer was urgent, and befpoke 
the didrefs of a humane mind deeply 
luffering in the misfortunes of another ; 
— moieover his heftit was rent with other 
pai£one.— He was zealous for the name 
and honour of his God, and thought 
not only his omnipotence, but his glori- 
ous attribute of mercy, concerned in the 
event: for oh! with what triumph 
would the prophets of Baal retort his 
own bitter taunt, and fay, bis God was 
either talking, or he was purfuing, or was 
in a journey ; or peradvetiture hejlept and 
fixiuid have hem awaked! — He was more- 
over involved in the fuccefs of his prayer 
himfciff — honeft minds are moft hurt 

ty fcandal. And he was afi-aid, left 

fo foul a one, fo unworthy of his cha- 
racter, might arife among the heathen, 
who would report with plcafure, *' Lo ! 
?' the widow of 2^rephath took the mef- 
*» fenger of the God of Ifrael under her 
*' roof, and kindly entertained him, and 
** fee how Ihe is rewarded ; furely the 
** prophet was ungrateful, he wanted 
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•* power, or, what is worfc, he wanted 
« pity." 

Befides all this, he pleaded not only 
the caufe of the widow ; it was the caufe 
of charity itfelf, which bad received a 
deep wound already, and would fuffer 
ftill more fhould God deny it this tefti- 
mony of his favour. So the Lord heark- 
ened unto the voice of Elijah, and the 
foul 'cf the child came into him agaiti, and 
be revived. And Elijah /tok the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber 
into the houfe, and delivered him unto hit 
mother; and Elijah fatd. See, thy fon 
liveth. 

It would be a pleafure to a good mind 
to flop here a moment, and figure to it- 
felf the picture of fo joyful an event.— 
To behold on one hand the raptnres of 
the parent, overcome with furprifc and 
gratitude, and imagine how a fudden 
ftroke of fuch impetuous joy mud ope- 
rate on a defpairing countenance, long 
accuftoraed to fadncfs. — To conceive 
on the other fide of the picee, the holy 
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man approaching with the child in his 

arms full of honeft triumph in hts 

looks, but fwcetencd with all the kind 
fyn^athy which a gentle nature could 
overflow with upon fo happy an event. 
It is a rubjed one might recommend to 

,the pencil of a great genius, and would 
even afford matter for dcfcription here ; 
but that it would lead us too far from 
the particular purpofe, for which I have 

. enlarged upon thus much of the ftory 
already; the chief dclign of which is, 
to illuftratc by a fatS, what is evident 
both in reafon and fcripture, that a cha- 

. ritable and good adion is feldom caft 
away, but that even in this life it is 

' more than probable, that what is fo 
fcattercd Ihsjl be guhcred again with 
increafe. C^ thy bread upon the waters^ 
end tbm Jhalt jmd it after many days. 
Be as a father unto the faiberlefty and in- 

. ^ead tf an bujhand unto their mother ; fo 

fbalt thou be as a fan of the Uofi Bighy 

find he will hve thee more than thy mother 

iiotb. Be miadfid ^ pod tumst for thou 

roi.. TI. H 
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knffWeft not -what evil Jhall come vpon tie 
earth i and when thou falleji thou Jhalt 

jmd a flay. It Jhall preferve thee from 
all affiiiiion, and fight foT thee againji thy 
enemies better than a mighty Jhield and a 
firongjpear. 

The great mftability of temporal affairs, 
and conftant du^itation of every thing 
in this world, afford perpetual occafions 
of taking refuge in fuch a fecurity. 

What by fucccffivc misfortunes j . by 
failings and cfofs accidents in trade ; by 
mifcarriagc of prbjcSs: — what by un- 
fuitable expences of parents, extrava- 

■ gances of children, and the many other 
fecrct ways whereby riches make them- 
felves wings and fly away ; fo many fur- 
prifing revolutions do every day happen 
in families, that it may not feem ftrange 

, to fay, that the pofterity of Tome of the 
mcA liberal contributors here, in the 
changes which one century may produce, 
may poflibly find flielter" under this very 
plant which now they fo kindly water. 
Nay, fo quickly foioetimes has the wheel 
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turned round, that many a man- has. lived 
to CDJoy the benefit of that, charity which 
, lus own piety projefled. 

But befides this, and excluiiye of the 
right which God's, prqmife gives it :to 
proteftion hereafter; charity and bene" 
volence, in the ordinary chain of cffeds, 
have a natural and inore. immediate ten- 
dcncy in themfelves to refcue a man 
from the accidents of thc.wotld, by foft- 
ening the hearts, .and winning every 
..man's wifiics to its intereft. When, a 
compaflionate .^man faiU, who would 
not pity him? who, that had power .to 
do itj.wQuldwnot Jicfrieiid.ajidraire.hlni 
vp? or could- the .moft l|iarbatous .tcm- 
.per ofier an infult to his diftrcfs without 
pain and reIuj£taoceF foi,tbat it ta almoU 
a wonder that covetou&efs, even in ipHc 
of itself, does aot fome^mea argue, a man 
. into charity, by its .own. principle of 
looking forw^ds, and the firco expc^- 
tion it would delight in, of tcoaising its 
own again with ufury.t— So evident is ; it 
in the courfe of God's providence and 
the naturals ftream of j^ings, (hat a good 
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office one timc^or other generally meets 
with a reward— ^Generally, did I fay ? 
—how can it ever fail? — when bcfidcs 
all this, (6 large a fliarc of the rccom- 
pcnce is fo infeparable even from the 
a^ion itlelf. ASk (he man who has a 
tear of tendernefs always ready to ihed 
over the unfortunate^ who, withal, is 
ready to diftribute and wi^ng to com- 
municate: afk him if the beft things, 
which wits have faid of pleafure, have 
cxpreffed what he has felt, when, by a 
leafonable kindnefs, he has made the heart 
ff the widow fmg fir joy, Mark then 
the cxprelEons of unutterable pleafure 
and humony in his looks; and lay» 
whether Solomon ha» not fixed the point 
of true enjoyment in the right place, 
when he declares, " that he knew ho 
*' good there was in any of the riches 
** or honours of this world, but for a 
** jnan to do ^od with them in his life." 
Nor Was it without rcafon he made thi» 

judgment. Doubtlefs he had found 

and fecn the infufficiency of all fenfpal 
pleafurcs ; how unable to fumiifa either a 
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rational or a lafting fchemeof happincfst 
bov foon the bcft of diem Taniflied; 
the Icfs exceptionable in vxaixj, but the 
guilty both in vanity and vexation <f 
^irit. But that this vas of fo pure aad 
refined a nature, it burned without cui- 
fuming: it vas figuratively t&e wtdm^t 
barrel ^ weal xubicb wafted nott and ertife 
^al which never failed. 

It is not an cafy matter to add veight 
to the teftimony tA the vinfefi man, upon 
the pleafure of doing good ; or elfe the 
evidence of the philoff^her Epicurus is 
very remarkable, whole word in this 
matter is the more to be tnifted, bccaufe 
a profcfied fenfualiA ; who, amidft all the 
dcHcacies and improvements of pleafure 
which a luxuriant fancy might ftrike ou^ 
ftitl maintained, that the heft way of eo- 
larging human happinefs was, by a com- 
munication of it to others. 

And if it was neccflary here, or there 
was time to refine upon this doQrine, 
one might farther muntain, exdufi^ of 
the happinefs which the mind itfelf fi-els 
in the exercife of this virtue, that the 
« 3 . 
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very body of man is never in a bet- 
ter ftate than when he is mod in- 
clined' to do good offices:— that as- 
Hbthing niDrb contributes tb hpattli 
than a' benevolence of temper, fo 
nothing generally was a ftrongcr indi- 
cation of it. 

And vihit feems to conSrm this opi-' 
nion, is an obfcrvation, the trufh of 
which muft be fubmitted to every one's 
Tcflcdion — namely— that a difinclina- 
tion and bai:kwardn)if8 to do good, is 
often attended, if not produced, by an 
indifpofttioti of the dnimal a» well as ra- 
tional faft of us: So naturally do 

the Ibul and body, as in other cafes {a 
in this, mutually befriend, or prey upon 
each oihef. And indeed, felting afide 
aU abftfufet reafonirig upon the point, 
I cannot coticcive but that the very 
mechanical motioni which maintain life, 
muft be performed with more equal vi- 
gour aiid freedotn ill that tntin whom a 
great and good foul perpetually inclines 
to (hew mercy to the miferable, than 
they can be in a poor, fordid, fclfiih 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjk 



S E R M O N V. 10^ 

wretch, whofe ' little contradcd heart 
melts at no man's afflidion ; but fits 
brooding fo intently over its own plots 
and concerns, as to fee and feel no- 
thing; and in truth, enjoy nothing be- 
yond himlelf: and of whom one may 
fay what that great mafter of nature hasi 
fpeaking of a natural fcnfc of harmony, 
which I think with more juftice may be 
£ud of compaf&on, that the man who 
had it not, — 

— Was fit for trealoDs, Itritagemj and fpoili: 
The MOTiOHs of hit fpiritg are datt u mght; 
And his affeftioni dark as Ekibui : 
-^— Let no fuch man be trgAed.— 

What divines fay of the mind, natu- 
ralifts have obfcrvcd of the body ; that 
there is no pafHon To natural to it as love, 
which is the principle of doing good ; 
— and though inftances, like this juft 
mentioned, fcem far from being proofe 
of it, yet it is not to be doubted, but that 
every hard-hearted man has felt much 
inward oppofition before he could pre- 
vail upon himfclf to do aught (o fis aa4 

H 4 ' 
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deferve the character : and that what ^c 
fay of long habits of vice, that they arc 
hard to he fubdued, may with equal 
truth be fatd concerning the natural im- 
prcffions of benevolence, th^it a man 
mufl: do much violence to himfelf, and 
fufier many a painful ftruggle, before 
he can tear away fo great and noble a 
part of his nature.- -Of this, antiquity 
has preferved a beautiful iollance in an 
anecdote of Alexander, the tyrant of 
Fheres, who, though he had fo induf- 
trioufly hardened his heart as to feeiq to 
take delight in cruelty, infomuch as to 
murder many of his fubjeda every day, 
without caufe and without pity ; yet, at 
the bare rcprcfcntation of a tragedy 
which related the misfortunes of Hecuba 
and Andromache, he was fo touched 
with the 56titiou8 dtftrefs which the poet 
had wrought up in It, that he burft out 
into a flood of tearg. The explication 
of whic^i inconfiftency is eafy, and cafts 
as great a luftrc upon human naturCj as 
the man himfelf was a difgrace ' to it. 
The cafe leems to have been this : in 
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real life he had been blinded with paT- 
fions, and thougfatlefsly hurried on by 
intcreft or rcfentment :— but here, there 
was no room for motives of that kind; 
fo that his attention being firft caught 
hold of, and all his vices laid afleep j— 
then Nature awoke in triumph, and 
fhewed how deeply flic had Town the 
feeds of compaffion in every man's 
breaft; when tyrants, with vices the 
moil at enmity with it, were not able 
entirely to root it out. 

But this is painting an amiable virtue, 
and fetting her off with fliades which 
wickednefs lends us, when one might 
fefely truft to the force of her own na- 
tural charms, and afk. Whether any 
thing under Heaven, ia its own nature, 
is more lovely and engaging ? — To il- 
luftrate this the more, let us turn our 
thoughts within ourfelvcs, and for a mo- 
ment let any number of us here ima- 
gine ourfelvcs at this inftant engaged in 
drawing the molt pcrfc^ and amiable 
charader, fuch as, according to our con- 
ceptions of the Deity, vc Oiould thinly 
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moft. acceptable to him, and moft fikely 
to. be unircrfally, admired by all mankind. 
-*I appeal to. your own tbgught^, w,he- 
tber the firft idea which offered itfclf to 
moft: of our imaginations wpuld not 
be that of a compaffionajte bencfador, 
ftretching forth his hand& to raife up the 
helplefs orphan ? whatever other virtues 
wc fliould give our hero, we fliould all 
agree in making him a generous friend, 
who thought the opportumties of doing 
good to be the only^ charm of his pro- 
fperity : wc Ihould paint him like the 
pfalmift's. river of God ovcrflowiog the, 
thirfty parts o£ the earth, that he might 
enrich them, carrying plenty and glad* 
nels along with him. If this Viz& not 
fufiicient, and we .were ftill dp firous of 
adding a farther degree of perfcdion to 
fo great a charadcr ; we ftiould endea- 
vour to think of fome ooe, if human 
nature could furnifh fuch a pattern, who^ 
if occafion required, was willing to un- 
dergo all kinds of affliftion, to facrifice 
Eimfcif, to forget his dearcft intcrelts, 
and even lay down hislife for the good 
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of mankind. And here, — O merci'- 

ful Saviour ! how would the bright ori- 
ginal of thy unbounded goodnet's break 
in upon our hearts ! Tbou who hecaniefi 
poor, thai- we might be rich — though Lord 
of all this world,, yet badji not where i» 
lay thy head — and though equal in power 
and gjory to the great God of Nati/r*, 
yet rtmdeji thyfelf of no reputation^ tookejt 

upon thee the form of a fervant^ fub- 

mitting .thyfelf, without opening thy' 
mouth, to all the indignities which a 
th&nklefs and undi&erning people could 
offer -, and at length, to accomplilh our 
falvation, hecamjt obedient unto deatB, 
fuffering thyfelf, as on this day *, to b^ 
led like a lamb to the Jlaughter. 

The confideration of this ftupcndou* 
inftance of compatlion, in the Son of 
God, is the moft unanfwerable appeal that 
can be made to the heart of man, for 
the reafonablencfs of it in himfelf. — Jt 
is the great argument which the Apoftles 
ufe in almoft all their exhortations to 

• Preached on Giml FriJtg. 
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good vroiks.— 'Beloved, ^ Cbriji Jo loved 
iu — the inference is unavoidable; and 
giTcs ftrength and beauty to every thing 
clfe which can be urged upon the fub- 
jcft. And therefore 1 have referred it 
for my laft and warmeft appeal, vith 
which I would gladly finifli this difcourfc, 
that at tezft for their fakes for whom it 
is preached, we might be left to the full 
impreffion of fo exalted and fo feafon- 
9ble a motive. — That by reflefting upon 
the infinite labour of this daj*s love, in 
the inftance of Christ's death, we may 
copfider what an immcnfe debt wc owe 
each other ; and by calling to mind the 
amiable pattern of his life, in doing 
good, we might learn in what manner 
we may beft difcharge it. 

And, indeed, of all the methods in 
Tidiich a good mind would be willing to 
do it, I believe there can be none more 
beneficial, or comprchcnfive in its ef- 
fefls, than that for which we are here 
met together — The proper education 
of poor cluldrep being the ground-work 
of almoft every other kind of charity, as 
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■ th^ which makes every other fubfequent 
A& of it anfwcr the pious expe&ation of 
the giver. 

"Without this foundation firft - laid, 
how much kindnefs in the progrefs of a 
benevolent man's life is unavoidably caft 
away! and fometimes where it is as 
fenfelefs as the expoling a tender plant 
to all the inclemencies of a cruel fealbn, 
and then going with forrow to take it in, 
when the root is already dead. I faid, 
therefore, this was the foundation of al- 
moft every kind of charity, — and might 
one not have added, of all policy too f 
fince the many ill confequences which 
attend the want of it, though gricvoufly 
felt by the parties themfelves, arc no lefg 
fo by the community of which they arc 
members ; and moreover, of all roif- 
chicfs feem the hardeft to be redrefied 
— Infomuch, that when one confiders 
the difloyal fedudtions of popery on one- 
hand, and on the other, that no bad 
man, whatever he profeffes, can be a 
good fubjeS, one may venture to fay, it 
had been cheaper and better for the aa- 
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tion to Iiinre bore the cxpencc of inftill-* 
ing found principles and good morals 
into the neglcfted children of the lower 
fort, efpecially in fome parts of Great 
Britain, than to be obliged, fo often as 
we have been within this laft century, to 
rife up and arm ourfclves againft the re- 
bellious effcfls which the want-of them 
■has brought down even to our doors. 
And, in fa£t, if we are to truft antiqui- 
ty, the truth of which in this cafe we 
'have no reafon to difpute^ this matter 

■ his been looked upon of fuch vaft im- 
portance to the civil happinefs and peace 
of a people, that fome commonwealths, 
the Dioft eminent for political wifdom, 
have chofe to make a public concern of 

.it ; thinking it much fafer to be entruft- 
ed to the prudence of the magiftrate, 
than to the miftaken tcndemefs, or na- 
tural partiality, of the parent. 

h was confiftcnt with this, and be- 
fpoke a very refined fcnfe of policy in 

■ the I^cedsemonians (though by the 
Way, f believe, different from vhat more 

'modern politics would have direfted.in 

6 
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Tike circumftanccs), when Antipatcr de- 
manded of them fifty children, as hof- 
tagcs for the fccurity of a diftant en- 
gagement, they made this brave and 
wife anfwer, *' they would not,— -they 
** could" not confent: — they would ra- 
** ther give him double the number of 
** their beft grown up men." — Intimat- 
ing, that, however they were diftreffed, 
they would chufc any inconvenience ra- 
ther than fuffer the lofs of their country** 
education ; and the opportunity (which 

" if once loft can never be regained) bf 
giving their youth an early tinfture of 
religion, and bringing them up to a love 
of induftry, and a love of the laws and 
conftitution of "their country. If this 
fliews the great importance of a proper 
education to children of all' ranks and 
conditions, what Ihall we fay then of 
thofc whom the providence of God has 
placed in the very loweft lot of hfc, ut- 
terly caft out of the "waj of knowledge, 

■ without a parent, — fometimes may be 
without a friend to guide and inftruQ: 
them, but' what common pity and the 
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ncccOity of their lad fituation engage: 
- ■ where the dangers which furrouad 
them on every fide are To great and many, 
that for one fortunate paScnger in life, 
who makes bis way well in the world 
with fuch early difadvantagcs, and fo 
diOnal a fetting out, we may reckon 
. thoufands, who every day fufier Ship- 
wreck, and are loft for ever. 

If there is a cafe under heaven which 
calls out aloud for the more immediate 
exercife of compaffion, and which may 
be looked upon as the compendium of 
all charity, iiircly it is this : and I am 
perfuadcd there would want nothing 
more to convince the greatest enemy to 
thefe kinds of charities that it is fo, but 
a bare opportunity of taking a nearer 
view of fome of the more diflrcfsful ob- 
jefts of it. 

X^ him go into the dwellings of the 
unfortunate, into fome mournful cot- 
tage, where poverty and affliflion reign 
together. 'Ihere let him behold the 
difconfolate widow — fitting — fteeped in 
tears j — thus Jbrrowing over the infant 
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fhc knows not how to fuccour- — " O my 
** child, thou art now left expoTed to a 
** wide and vidous world, too full of 
** fnares and temptatbns for thy tender 
** and unpraAired age. Perh^s a par 
** rent's love may magnify thofe dangers 
« —Sue when I confider thou art driven 
** out naked into the midft of them 
** widwut friendt, without fortune, 
** without inftruflion, my heart bleeds 
*' beforehand for the evils which may 
" ccnne upon thee. God, in whom we 
** trufted, H vitneft, fo low had his 
** providence |daced us, that we never 
*' mdulged one wifh to have made thee 
'** rich, — virtuous we would have made 

** thee; for thy father, ar^ bufiand 

** wit M (oad plant o*d fear-id tbt herd, 
« .—and though all Ac fruits of hi« 
** care and induflry were little cnouj^ 
-'* for our fepport, yet he honeftly had 
** determined to have fparcd Ibme pom- 
'-" tion of it, fcanty as it was, to have 
*t placed ihee fafely in the way of knovw 
** ledge vid inllnidtion — ^But du! he 
*< is gone from vsj never to return more, 

TOl. VI. I 
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" and with him arc fled the means of 

** doing it: For, Behold the creditor 

•* is come upon kx, to take all that we 
•* have."— —-Grief is eloquent, and will 
not eafily be imitated.— But let the man, 
who is the leafl friend to difl:refies of 
this nature, conceive feme difconlblate 
widow uttering her complaint even in 
this manner, and then let him con- 
iidcr, if there it any forrew_ like iMit for- 
tvwt wherewith the Lord hat affiiiled her ? 
or whether there can be any charity like 
that, of taking the child out <f the wo- 
iher't bofom, and refcuing her from thefc 
apprehenfions ? Should a heathen, a 
flrangcr to our holy religion and the 
love it tcachcd, ihould he, as.be journey- 
ed^ xome to the place wherefiic lay, when be 
faw, ivouid he m>t . have cotRpaffmn on her ? 
God forbid, a chridian fliouId.V'&u day 
want it ! or at any time look i^m fuch a 
-diftrefs, andpafs by. on the other Ji4e. - 

Rather, let him do, as his Saviour 
taught him, bind t^ the woimdtt and pour 
comfort into the heart of one, whom 
the hand of Gqo h^s f? bcuifcd. Let 
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him praflifc what it is, with Elijah's 
tranfport, to fay to the afflifted widow, 
— Sff, thy fen liveth! — livcth by my 
charity, and the bounty of this hour, to 
all the purpofes which make life defire- 
able, — to be made a good mui, and a 
profitable fubjeS : on one hand, to be 
trained up to fuch a fenfe of his duty, as 
may fecure him an intereft in the world 
to come; and with regard to this world-, 
to be fo brought up in it to a love of 
honcft labour and induHiry, as all his life 
long to cam and eat his bread with joy 
' and thankfulnefs. 

" Much peace and happinefs reft upon 
*< the head and heart of every one who 
*' thus brings children to Christ! — May 
*' the blcfling of him that was ready to pc- 
*' rifli come feafonabty upon him! — The 
** Lord comfort him, "when he mofi wants 
** Ht when he lies ficfc upon his bed ! make 
** thou, O God ! all his bed in his Tick- 
*' nefs; and for what he now fcattcrs, 
*' give him, then, that peace of thine 
** which paffcth all underftanding, and 
** which nothing in this world can either 
*' give or take away." Amen. 
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PhariJec aad pi^ilican id tb« Ttm^9. 

LVJLSXVtU. 14. 1ft put. 

J lell ;ou, tbis mui went down to his bouTc jufttAed 
rather than the other. 

^HESS Words are Ae jtldgment 
■^ vhidi our Saviour has left upon 
\h^ behaviour and diSerent degrees of 
merk in the two meri> the Pharifee and 
Publican, vhom he reprcfenti, in the 
foregoing parable^ as going up into the 
temple to pray; in what manner' they 
difcbargcd this great and fojemn duty, 
will bell be feen from a confideratton of 
the prayer, which each is (aid to have 
addre0ed to God upon the occ^on. 

The pharifee, inftead of an nA of hu- 
miliation In that awful prefence before 
which he ftood,— mdi an air of triuDif6 
and £Elf-(afici«ncy, thanks God that be 
hjul not made hipa }|ke pthcrs— eztor- 
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tioncrs, adulterers, unjuft, or even as this 
publican.— The publican is rcprcfented 
as {landing afar off, and with a heart 
touched with humility from a juft fenfe 
of , his own unworthinefs, is (aid only to 
have fmotc upon his breaft, faying 
God be merciful to mc a finner. I tell 
you, adds our Saviour, this man went 
'down to his houfc juftified rather than 
the other. 

Though the jullice of this determina- 
tion ftrikes every one at firft fight, it may 
not be amifs to enter into a more parti- 
cular examination of the evidence and" 
reafons upon which it might be founded, 
not only bccaufe it may i^ace the equity 
of this decifion in favour of the publican 
in a. ftrong^t light, but that the fubjed 
fesms likely to lead me to a train of re- 
fleaions not unfuitaWc to the folemnity 
of the ftafon *. - 

. The pharifee was one of that fed, 
-who, in our Saviour's time, what by 
jthe auftecity of their lives— their public 
-alms-deeds, and greater pretences to 

* Preached in Lent. 
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)>iety than other men, had- gradually 
Wrought themreives into much credit 
and reputation with the people : and 
indeed, as the bulk of thefe are ealily 
caught with appearances, their chara£ter 
ieems to have been admirably well fuited 
to fuch a^purpofe. — If you looked no 

-farther tlian the outward part of it, you 
would thiBk it made up of all goodnels 
and perfedion ; an uncommon (an£tity 
of life, guaided by great decorum and 

. frverity of manners, — profufe and fre- 
quent charities to. the ppor many 

afts of religion — —much obfervancc of 
the law much abftii^ence much 

■ prayer .r— 

. it is painful to (ufpefi the appearance 

■of fo much good -and would have 

been fo here, had "not our bleffed ^a- 

. ViouR left us their real charader upon 

record, and drawn jip by himfelf in one 

<word--that the feft were like whitened 

, fepulchres,.alf fair and beautiful without, 

■ and enriched there with whatever could 
attrad the eye of tfie behpldcr; but, 

1 4 
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when fnrdied vitbin-fide, were full of 
corraption and of whaterer could Ouxk. 
and difgt^ tbc fearchcr. So (bit with 
all their affcSation aad pictf, and more 
extraordinary Undnels and regnbtfity in 
their outward deportmeat, aU vas irre- 
gular and uncuhjvated witbia-^and 4II 
tfaefe fair pretenceB, bow proaufing fo- 
CTcr, bl^ed by the indulgence of the 
wodl of humm {mffions, — pride -—^ 
fpTritnal pride^ thib vmtft oS all pride-^ 
bypocrify, fclf-Iove, covetoufne(8, ex- 
tortion, ctuclty and revenge. Wtat 
pity it i« that tbc facred name of reii- 
glbn ftiould cTcr bate been borrowed, 
and employed in fo bad a work, ai in 
covering over fach a biaclc catallogiic of 
-vices — or that the fair form of virtue 
flioutd have been thus difgraced and for 
ever drawn into fufptcioo, 'from the un- 
worthy u(es of this Icind to whicb Ae 
- artful and abandoned have often psi' 
' her! llie pharifce leems te have bad 
not many fcruples of tins kind, utd the 
pfayer he' m&es nfe of In the tes^'^i' 
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|i true pidure of the man's heaxt, and 
ibcvs mth what a difpofition and frame 
of mind be -came to worfliip.— 

God! I cbuik tbce tiiat thou haft 
formed me of di&rent. matciials from 
the veft of my fpccies, whom thou haft 
created firaal and Tain bjr naturct but by 
:<hoic« apd difpofition vaetly 'Corjii[« 
■9nd wicked. 

Mc, thou ha?: &fhianed in a differoit 
mould* and haft infuft^d fo Ix^ge a por- 
tion of thy fpirit into jne, lo ! I am 
rufed above the temptations and defires 
to which Sefh and blood aie fubjc^ — I 
•thank th«$ that ihou hall aadc me thu» 
—^lot a haH vcffel of clay, like that of 
:Other men^r eren this publican, .but 
. that I &9/aid here a chofen and rfan^ified 
TC0el uBto thee. 

After this obvious .paraplurare upon 
the words, which fpestks .no more .than 
- the true ^irt of the pharifec's prayer,— 
.you would naturally alk« ■^hat reafon 
wa» diere for all ttus txlunyifa— or what 
foundation could he bare to infult in 
this manner over the infirmities of 
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mankind — or even thofe of the hilmble 

publican who ftood before him ? ' 

Why, fays ho, I faft twice in the week, 
I giTc tythes of all that I poflcfs. — 
Truly, a very indifferent account ^<rf 

hlmfelf and if that was all he had 

to offer' in his own behalf, God knows, 
it was but a weak foundation to fupport 
fo much arrogance and felf-conceit ; bc- 
caufc the obfervance- of both the one 
and the other of thefc ordmancea might 
be fuppofed well enough to be con- 
fiftent witii the moft profligate of life 
and manners. 

tlic cowdua and bchavioar of the 
publican appeal's very different- — and 
indeed as much the reverfc to this, as 
you could conceive. But before we en- 
ter upon that, as I have fpoken largely 
to the charafter of the lAarlfee, 'twlU 
be but juftice to fay a word ot two la 
general to his. — ^The publican was one 
of that order of men employed by the 
Roman emperors in levying the taxes 
and contributions which were from time 
to time cxafted from Judea as a con- 
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quered nation. Whether from the par- 
ticular fate of that employment, omag 
-to-tbe fixed averfion which men have to 
-part with what is their own, or from 

whatever other caufcs it happened fo 

it was, that the whole fet of men were 
odious, infomuch- that the *ame of a 
publican was a term cf rt^roach and 
infamy amongft the Je*s. 
1 Periiaps the many inftances of rigom: 
■to which their ofEce might diredl them 
—heightened fomctimes by a mixture 

of cruelty and infolence of their own 

-and poffibty always made ■ to appear 
• worfe than they were by the loud cla- • 
moiirs and mifreprefentations of others 
—all might have contributed to foriii 
and fix thia odium. But it was here, no 
doubt, as in all tither claffes of men 

■ whofc pfofeffions expofc them to more 
-tcmptatbns than that of others — that 
there are numbers who ftiU behave well, 
and who amidft all thefnares and op- 

■ portunities- which lie in their way, — pafe 
■through them, not only with an unble- 

miflied charaftcr, but with the inward 
-tcftimony of a good confcicnce. 
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Tbc publican in all likelihood Wdn 
one of tbefc-— and the featiments tif 
candour and faumility which the view of" 
his coodijion, iii(pired« arc £uch as could 
come only from a heart and chviStMi 
thus dercribed. 

^e goc^ -up into the ten).{4e to psf 
bis faciifice of prayer— in the ^ki^rgp 
of which, he pleads no merit of his own» 
—enters imo no comparifon with others, 
.*— or juftificaoon c^ bimfelf with Gop, 
tut in reverence to that botier f^tt of 
ihe temple where his prefencc was fup- 
ftofed more immediately to be di^l^yed 
>~^ keepR a^ off— is afraid to li^ tip 
tiu eyes towards heaven-^— b.Mt fnutcs 
lijpon his breaA, and tn a fiiort biff fer- 
vent ejaculatijon— fubmilBycJy- b^£ Qgp 
to have mercy upo» Iii« fu)s. O Qqd ! 
bow predous, bow amiable, .is true h,M* 
■mility! what a difieroice is thy fight 
does it make to confiit betwixt miOi •in^ 
man [ Pride was not made for a veif 
lure with fuch manifold MQpfvle^ioQS 
■^-religious pride is a drefp which ftiU 

worfe becomes him becntife, <^ all 

others, 'tis du^ to wbi<^ he i^ ^ Jte^Ji 
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pretence -7- the belt of us fall feren times 
a day, and thereby add fcnnc degree of 
linprofttablenefa to the charadter of tbofe 
«lio do all that is commanded thCiA-* 
Was I perfeA therefore, fays Job, 1 
vould not know my fout, I would bo 
filent, I would be ignorant of my own 
righteoulhefs, for ibould I fay I was per-* 
feft* it would prove me to be pervcrfc. 
Trotn this introdnftion'I will uke occ»< 
fioR to recommend this tirtue of leltgH 
Ous humilityi' which fb natorally falls 
from the fubjed, and which cannot morfl 
effeamliy be enforced, than by an Hit 
quiry into the chief Oiv^es which pro- 
duce the opfrofite vice to it— —-that of 
ipiritaal pride — far in this m^ady of~ 
the mind of mkn— the cafe ii parallel 
with moll others of h!s body, the dan- 
gers tf whicli can never rightly be ap- 
prehended i nor can remedies be applied 
erthcr with judgment ot fuccels, tjU 
they are traded back to their firft prift* 
cities, and the feeds of the difordct we 
bid open and confiderett 
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And firft, I believe, one of the moft 
general caufes df fpiritual pride, is that 
which feems to have onifled the pharifee 
— ^a miftaken notion of the true prin- 
ciples of his religion. He thought, no 
doubt, that the whole of it was compre- 
hended in the two articles of pay- 
ing tytbes and frequent falling, and 
^at when he had difchargcd his con- 
fdence of them — he had done all that 
was required at his hands, and might 
with reafon go, and thank Goo that he 
bad not made bim like others. — It is 
not to be quellioned, but through force 
of [this error, the pharifee might think 
himfclftobe, what he pretended, a re- 
ligious and upright man. — For however 
he might be brought to ad a double 
and infinccre part in the eyes of men 
upon worldly views — it is not to be 
fuppofed — that when he ftood by him- 
felf, apart in the temple, and no wit* 
n«fles of wh^t pafTed between him and 

his God that he fhould knowingly 

' and wilfully have dared to a^ fo open 
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and barefaced a fccne of mockery in the 
face of Heaven. This is fcarce prdHa- 
ble — and therefore it muft have been 
owing to fome delulion in his education, 
which had early planted in Us mind 
falfe and wretched notions of .the ciTen- 
tials of religion:— which ae he , grew up 
bad proved the feeds of infinite error 
both in prance and fpcculation. 

With the refl of his fed, he had been 
fo principled and in{lru£ted as to obferve 
a fcrupulous nicety and moft religious 
cxaftnefs "in the leffer matter* of his re- 
ligion — its frequent wafliinga— its fail- 
ings and other external rites, of no merit 
in themfclves-r-but to ftand exempted 
from the more troublefome exaAnels in 
the weightier matters of the law, which 
were of eternal and unchangcidile obli- 
gation. So that, they were in truth 
blind guides— who thus will ftrwnat a 
gnat and yet fwallow a camel ; and, a^ 
our Saviour reproves them from a fa- 
miliar inftance of domeftic inconfi/tency 
-—would make clean the outfidc of the 
€Hp and platter— yet fuffcr the inCdc — 
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the moft material part, to be full of cor- 
ruption and excefs. From this knoip* 
ledge of the charaQer and princi^Jes of 
the phaiifee, 'tis cafy to account for his 
fentiments and behaviour in the temple^ 
which were jull fuch as they wonld tave 
led one to have cxpeftcd. 

Thus it has always happened, by a fa- 
tality common to all fuch abufes of reli- 
gion, as make it to confift in external 
rites and ceremonies more than inward 
purity and integrity of heart.-— As thefe 
outward tlnngs are cafily put In praAicA 
->*and capable of being attuned to, with* 
out much capacity, or much oj^fition 
to flcfli and blood— it too naturally be- 
trays the profcflbrs of it into a ground* 
Ws perfdafion of their own godKnefs, and 
a defpicaWe one of that of others, in their 
religious capacities, and the relations ia 
which they ftand towards God: which 
is the verjr definition of fjMritual pride. 

"When the true heat and fpirit of de- 
votion is thus loft and extinguilhed un- 
der a cloud .of oftentatioQS ceremonies 
9nd geftures, as is remarkable ' in the 
5 



■,C(K>tjl>J 



SERMON VI. 119 

Roman church — where the celebration 
of high mafs, when fct off to the belt ad- 
vantage with all its fcenical decoration! 
and finery^ looks more like a theatrical 
performance, than that humble and (o* 
lemn appeal which duft and aflies are 
offering up to the throne of God;— — 
when religion, I fay, is thus clogged and 
bore down by fuch a weight of ccrcmo- 
mes it is much eaTier to put in pre- 
tenAcms to hohnefs upon fuch a mecha- 
nical fyftem as is left of it, than where 
the chara&er is only to be got and mun- 
tained by a painful conSi^ and perpe- 
tual war againft the palfions. 'Tis eafier, 
for inffancc, for a zealous paptft to crc^s 
bimfelf and tdl his beads, than for an 
hnmUe proteftant to fubdue the luils ai 
anger, iiuempcrance, cruelty and re- 
Tcnge, to appear before his Maker with 
that preparatiwi (rf mind which become* 
fatm. The operation of being fprinkled 
with holy water, is not fo difficult in it- 
felf, as Aat of being chafte and fpotlels 
within— confcious c£ no dirty thought 
«r diflioneft adion. 'Tis a much Ihorter 
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way to kneel down at a ctHifeflional and 
receive abfolution— than to live fo as 
to deferve it — not at the hands of men 
■ — but at the hands of Goo — who fees 
the heart, and cannot be impofed on. — 
The achievement of keeping Lent, or 
abftaining from flefh on certain days, is 
not fo hard, as that of abftunmg from 
the works of it at all times— efpecially, 
as the point is generally managed 
amongfl: the richer fort with fuch art and 
epicurifm at their tables — and with fuch 
indulgence to a poor mortified appetite 
— that an entertainment upon a faft is 
much more likely to produce a JitrfeH 
than a fit of forrow. 

One might run the parallel much 
farther, but this may be fuffident to 
Ihew how dangerous and delufive tbefe 
miHakes are,' — how apt to miflead and 
overfet. weak minds, which are ever apt 
to be caught by the pomp of fuch ex- 
ternal parts of religion. This is fo evi- 
dent, that even in our own church, where 
there is the greatefl chaftity in things of 
this nature— Mid of which none arc rc^ 
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tftined in our worihip, but -what^ I be- 
Ueve, tend to excite and affift it — ^yet (b 
ilrong a propeniity is there in our nature 
to fenfe — and fo unequal a match is the 
undcrftanding of the bulk, of mankind, 
for the imprciEons of outward thinga— 
that we fee thoufands who every day 
miftake the ihadow for the fub/tance, 
and was it fairly put to the trial, would 
exchange the reality for the appear- 
ance. 

Tou fee this was almofl: uuiverfally 
jthe cafe of the Jewifh church — where, 
for want of proper guard and diftin^ion 
betwixt the means of religion and r'cltgi- 
<m itfelf, the ceremonial part in timd: eat 
away the moral part, and left nothing 
but a fliadow behind. — Tis to be featcd 
the buSboncrics of the RomiOi church 
bid fair to do it the fame ill office, to 
the difgrace and utter ruin of chriHiianity 
wherever popery is eftabliflied. What 
then remains, but that we reftlfy thefe 
grofs and pernicious notions of religion, 
and place it upon its true bottom, which 
we can only do, by bringing back, rcli- 

K 2 
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gion to that cool point of reafon wfaSdv 
iirll fhewed lu its obligaticm— by alwa;* 
Mmembering that God it a lpirit'<— and 
muft be worlhippcd fuitable to his na- 
ture, i. e. m fpirit and in -truth — and 
Aat the moll acceptable facrifice we can- 
offer him is a virtuous and an upright 
mind — and however nccefiary it is, not 
to leave the ceremonial and potidve 
parts of rehgien undone — yet not like 
the pharifce to reft there — and omit the 
weightier matters, but keep, thi? in view 
perpetually, that though the inflrumental 
duties of religion are duties of unqucf- 
tionable obligation to us — yet they are 
Hill but Instrumental Dutiis» condu-^ 
cive to the great end of all religion'— 
wluch is to puxify ow heaits^-and con-- 
quer our paffions — and, in. a word, to- 
make us infer and better men^better 
ncighbours — better citizens— and better 
fervanU to God. 

To «hom> &c~ 
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SERMON VH. 
Viadicatioa of Human Nature. 

tsQUAHt XIV. ?■ 

¥9T nnat of m liv«th to hiiulMf- 

rpHCjtz is not aientence in fcripture, 
''' which llrtkcs a narrow foul with 
fgreater aAonifliment'; — and one might 
as eafily engage tp clear up the darkeft 
problem in gcgmetiy to an ignorant 
mind, as make a fordid one ^comprehend 
the truth and reafonableneft of this plain 
propofition — No man livcth to hinifelf! 
Why f— Docs any man live tp any thing 
<lfe ?^hi the whole compaft jof hrnuan 
life, can a prsdent man fteer to a fa- 
fer point?— Not tire tp himfe^!— To 
whom then?— Can any jnterefts or con- 
cerns which are foreign to a man's felf 
have foch a daim over turn, that he muft 
ferve undcF theia, — (ufpei^ fais ow^ 
«3 - 
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purfuits, — ftep out of his right courfe, 
till others have paffed by him, and at-' 
tained.the feyeral ends and purpofes of 
, living before him ? 

f. If, with a felfiih heart, fuch an enquirer 
ibould happen to have a fpeculating head 
too, he will proceed, and aik you whe- 
ther this fame principle which the apoftle 
here throws out of the life of man, is not 
in faft the grand bias of his nature ? — 
That however we may flatter ourfclves 
with fine-fpun ' notions of difinterefted- 
nefs and heroifm in what we do ; were 
the moft popular of our adions ftrippcd 
naked, and the true motives and inteij- 
tions of them fearched to the bottom ; 
we fhould find little reafon for trium|A 

upon that fcorc. 

In a word, he will fay, that a man Is 
altogether a bubble to himfclf in this 
matter, and that after all that can be 
faid in his behalf, the trueft dchnitton 
that can be given of him is this, that he 
is a felfiih animal; and that all his ac- 
tions have fo ftrong a tinfture of that 
charader, as to fhew (to whomever elfe 
3 
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be was intended to live) that in fa<ft he 
lives only to bimfelf. 

- Before I reply direftty to this accula- 
tion, I cannot help obfcrving by the way, 
that there is fcarce any thing which has 
done more diiTcrviceto focial virtue, than 
the frequent reprefentations of human 
nature under this hideous picture of de* 
formity, which, by leaving out all that 
is' generous and friendly in the heart of 
man, has funk him below the level of a 
brute, as if be was a compoHtion of all 
that was mean-fpirited and felfifli. Sure* 
ly, 'tis one ftep towards afling well, to 
think worthily of our nature ; and, as in 
common life the way to make a man ho- 
nefl, is, to fuppofe him fo, and treat 
him as fuch ;— fo here, to fet fome value 
upon ourfelves, enables us to fupport the 
charaftcr, and even infpires and adds 
fcntiments of generofity and virtue to 
thofe which we have already preconceived. 
The fcripture tells. That Go^ made man 
in his own image,— not furely in the fenfi- 
tive and corporeal part of him, that could 
bear no refemblance with a pure and infi- 
K 4 
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nite Spirit — but what reremblance he 
bore was undoubtedly in the moral rec- 
titude, and the kind and benevolent af- 
fedbns of his nature. And though the 
brightnels of tus image has been fullied 
greyly by the fail of man in our firfl: 
parents, and the charaAers of it render^ 
ed ftill Icfs legible by the many fuperin- 
dudions of his own depraved appetites 
fince, — yet 'tis a laudable pride and a true 
gfcatnefs of mind to cherilh a belief, tha^ 
there is fo much of that glorioi)3 image 
ftill left upon it, as ihai) reftrain him from 
bafe and dlfgraceful adions ; to anfwee 
which end, what thought can be more 
conducive than dtat of our being made 
in the likcnefs of the greatcd and befl of 
Beings i This is a 'plain confequence. 
And the confideration of it fliouid have 
in fbme meafurc been a protection to 
fatiman nature, from the rough ufage 
ifac has met with fi-om the fatirical pens 
of fo many of the French writers, a« well 
as of our own country, who with more 
wit than welt meaning have defperately 
fallen foul upon the whole fpecies, as a 
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fet of creatures incapable cither of pri- 
vate firiendfhip or public fpirit, but jail 
as the cafe fuited their own iutereft and 
advantage. 

That there 4s felfiHincfs and meaimefs 
enough in the fouls of one part of the 
world, to hurt the credit of the other 
part of it, is what I (hall not difpute 
againft ; but to judge of the whole from 
this bad lample, and becaufe one man 19 
plotting and artful in his nature >^-or, .a 
fecond openly makes his pleafure or hi* ' 
profit the whole center of all his dcfigns { 
—or becaufe a third ftrait-hearted vn*ctch 
fits confined within hirafelf, — feels no 
misfortunes, but thofc which touch him* 
felf J to involve the whole race without 
mercy under fuch dctcfted charaftcrs, U 
9. conclufion as ^fe as it is pernicious j 
and was it in general to gain credit, 
could fcrve no end, but the rooting out 
of our pature all that is generous, and 
planting in the ftead of it fuch an avcr-r 
fion- to each other, as muft untie the 
bands of fbciety, and rob us of one of 
the greateft pleahires of it^ the mutual 
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communicadons of kind offices j~ and 
by poifoning the fountain, renderings 
CTCry tlung fiifpcdcd that flows through 
i[. 

To the honour of human nature, the 
Icriptore teaches us, that God made man' 
upright, — and though he has fince found 
out many inventions, which have much 
dilhonoured this noble ftrudure, yet the 
foundation .of it Aands as it was, — the 
whole frame and deiign of it carried on 
Upon fecial virtue and public fpirit, and 
every member of us fo evidently fup- 
ported by this llrong cement, that we 
may fay with the apoftle, that no man 
Bvefb to bimfelf. In whatfoever light 
we view him, we fliall fee evidently, that 
there is no llation or condition of his 
life, — no office or relation, or circum- 
ftance, but there arife from it fo many 
ties, fo many indifpenfable claims upon 
him, as muft perpetually carry him be- 
yond any felfifli confideration, and (hew 
plainly, that was a man foolifhiy wicked 
enough to defign to live to himfelf 
alone, he would either find it impraSi- 
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cable, or he would lofe, at Icaft, the very 
thing which made life itfelf dcfirable. 
We know that our Creator, like an all- 
wife contriver, in this, as in all other of 
his works, has implanted in mankind 
fuch appetites and inclinations as were 
fuitable for their ftate; that is, fuch m 
would naturally lead , him to the love of 
fociety and friendfliip, without which he 
vould have been found in a worfe condi* 
tion than the very beafts of the field. 
No one, therefore, who lives iq Ibciety, 
can be faid to live to himfcif, — he lives 
to his God, — to his king, and his coun- 
try. — He lives to his femily, to his 
'friends, to all under his trufl:, and in i 
word, he lives to the whole race of man- 
kind; whatfoever has the charaSer of 
man, and wears the fame image of God 
that he does, is truly his brother, and has 
a juft claim to his kindnefs. — That this 
is the cafe in faft, as well as in theory^ 
may be made plain to any one who has 
made any obfervations upon human life. 
— When we have traced it through all 
its coane£tions — viewed it under the fcve- 
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r^ obligations which fuccecd each other 
in a perpetual rotation through the dif- 
ferent llages of a hafty pilgrimage, we 
iball iind that thcfe do operate fo ftrong- 
ly upon it, and lay us juftly under fo 
muiy reftraints, that we are every hour 
iacrificing fomething to fociety, in return 
for the benefits wc receive from it. 

To iUuftratc this, let us take a Ihort 
furvey of the life of any one man (not 
}iahle to great exceptions, but fucfa a life, 
as is common to moft) ; let us examine 
it merely to this point, and try how far 
it vill anfwer fuch a rcprefcntation. 

If wc begin with him in that tiarly age 
wherein the ftrongeft marks of undif- 
guifed tenderncfs and difinterefted com- 
paffion fliew themfelvcs — I might prc- 
viouily obfervc, with what impreffions 
he is come out of the hands of God, with 
the very bias upon his nature, which 
prepares him for the charafler which he 
was dcfigned to fulfil. But let us pafs 
by the years which denote childhood, as 
no lawful evidence, you'll fay, in this 
dJfpytc ; let ps follow him to the period, , 
6 
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when he is jufl: got loofe horn tutors and 
i;ovemor9, when hU aAions may be ar- 
gued upon with Icffr exception. If yoti 
ebferve, you will find that one of the 
firft and leading propcnfitics of his na- 
ture is that, which difoovers itAHf in the 
defire of fockty, and the fpontaneous 
love towards thofe of his kind. And 
though the natural wants and exigen- 
cies of hit conditi<Hi are, no doubt* one 
reafon of ttus amiable impulfe, — God 
having founded that in him as a provi- 
sional fecurity to make him focial ; — ^yet 
though it i$ a reafon in nature — 'tis a 
yeafon to him yet undifcovered. Youth 
is not apt to philolbphife ib deeply— but 
follows^^as it feels ttfelf prompted by the 
inward working- of benevoknce — with' 
out view to itfelfi or previous calcula- 
tion either of the lofs or profit which 
may accrue. Agreeably to "this, obfcrve 
kow warmly, how heartily he enters inta 
friendfliips,— how difinterefted, and un- 
fufpicious in the choice of them, — how 
generous and open in his profeffions t 
—how fincere and honeft in making 
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thctn goodi — When his . friend ' is in 
diflrcfs, — what lengths he will go,— 
what hazards he will bring upon him- 
fblf, — vhat emharraflment upon his af- 
&irs to extricate and ferve him ! If man 
is altogether a felfilh creature (as thefe 
moralizers would make him), 'tis certain 
he does not arrive at the full maturity 
of it, in this time of his life.— No. If 
he defervcs any accuiation, 'tis in the 
other extreme, " That in his youth he is 
generally more fooju than knave',"— 
and fo far from being fupeded of 
Jiving to himfelf, that he Uves rather to 
every body clfc ; the unconfcioufnefs of 
art and defign, in his own intentions, 
rendering him fo utterly void of a faf- 
indon of it in others, as to leave him 
too oft a bubble to every one who will 
take the advantage. — But you'll fay, he 
foon abates of thefe tranfports of difm-^ 
terefted love ; and as he grows older, — • 
grows wifcr, and learns to live more to 
^mfelf. 

Let us examine.—* 
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That a longer knowledge of the 
vorld, and fome experience (^ infince- 
ricy, — will teach him a Icffon of more 
caution in the choice of friendQiips, and 
itb forwardnefs in the undiftinguiJhcd 
o0crs of his fcrvices, is what I grant. 
But if he cools of thefe, does be not 
grow warmer ftill in connexions of 4 
different kind ? Follow him, I pray 
you, into the next ftage of life, where 
he has entered ^into engagements, and 
'appears as the father of a famliy, and 
you wilMcc the paffion ftill remains— , 
the ftream fomewhat more confined,— 
but runs the ftronger for it.— The lame 
benevolence of heart altered only in its 
courfe, and the dificrcncc of objeds to- 
wards which it tends. Take a ihort 
view of him in this light, as ailing un- 
der the many tender claims which that 
relation lays upon him, — fpending ma* 
py weary days, and fleeplefs nights—* 
utterly forgetful of himfclf, intent only 
upon his family, and with an anxious. 
heart contriving and labouring to pre' 
(erve it from diftrefs, againft that hour 
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when he (hall be taken from its protec- 
tion. Does fuch a one live to himfelf ? 
— He who rifes early^ late takes reft, 
and eats the bread of carcfutnefs, to 
fave others the trouble of doing fo after 
him. Does fuch a one live only to 
himfelf? —Ye, who are parents, anfwer 
this queftion for him. How oft have ye 
Jacrificed your heahh, — your cafe, — 
your pleafures, — nay, the rery comforts 
of yonr lives, for the fake of your chil- 
dren? — How many indulgcncies' have 
ye given up? — What fclf-dcnial« and 
difficulties have ye cheerfully under- 
gone for them ? — In their fickneft, or 
reports of their mifcondud, how have 
ye goTU on four way forrowing? What 
alarms within you, when fancy fore- 
bodes but imaginary misfortunes hang- 
ing over them ? — but when real ones 
have overtaken them, and imfcbief ht' 
fallen them in the way in which t&ey 
have gene, how fharper than a fword 
have ye felt the workings of a parental 
kindnefs? In whatever period of human 
Ufe ve look for proofs of fclfifhncfi,— 
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let Uf ftot feek them in this relation of 
ii parent, whofe whoJe life, when truly 
known, is ofcen little clfc but a fucccP- 
fion of cares, heart-aches, and difquiet-- 
ing ap])rchenfions^ — enough to fliew that 
he is but an inftrument m the hands 
of God to provide for the weJI-bcihg oP 
others, to fcrve their mtcrcft as well as 
his own. 

If you ti^ the truth of this rcafoning' 
Upon every other part or frtuatbn of the 
£ime. lifb, you will find it holds good in 
One degree or other. Take a view of it- 
Dut of thefe clofer conneflions both of a 
friend 4nd parent.— Confider him for » 
utioment under that nftturi^ alliance in 
which even a heathen poet hat placed 
him; namely, that of a man^ — and as 
Atch, to his honoar, as one incapftbte o# 
ftanding unconcerned in whatever con- 
cems his fcHow-ereatures. — Compai&oA 
has fb great a Ihare in our nature, and 
the miferies of this world are ft) conftint 
an exercife of it, as to leave it in n» 
one's power (who deferres the name of 
a man), in this refpeA, tt Itvt to himfilf. 

vol.. YI. L 
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He cannot ftop his ears.agalnfli the 
cries of the unfortunate— The fad 
llory of the fatherlcfs and him that has 
lio helper mu/i be heard. — The forrow- 
fitl^figbing if the frifoners •will come be- 
fore him; and a thoufand other untold 
cafes of diftrefs to which the life of man 
is fubjeA> find a way to his heart, let 
intereft guard the palTage as it will— 
if be bos this world's goodsy and feetb 
bis brother have need^ he will mt be able 
io Jbut t^ bit bowels ^ cempaffion from 
him. 

Let any man of common humanity 
look back upon his own life as fubjc£t- 
ed to thefe ftrong claims, and rccolleft 
the influence they have had upon him. 
How oft the mere impulfes of genero- 
fity and compaflion have led him ont of 
his way f — In how many a^s of charity 
and kindnels, his fellow-feeling for 
others has made him forget himfelf? 
—In neighbourly offices, how oft he 
bas .afted againft all confiderations of 
profits,* convenience, nay fometimes 
QTca of jufUcc itfclf? — I^t bim add 
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to this account, how much, in the pro- 
grefs of his life, has been given up even 
to the lelTcr obligations of civility and 
good manners? — What reftrunts they 
have laid him under? How large, a 
portion of bis time, — how much of h's 
inclination and the plan of hfc he fliould 
moft have wilhed, has from time to time ' 
been made a facrifice to his good-nature, 
and difinclination to give pain or difguft 
to others? 

Whoever takes a view of the life of 
man in this giafs wherein I have fliewn 
it, will find it fo befet and hemmed in 
with obligations of one kmd or others 
as to leave little room to fufpc£t» that 
man can Uve to bimfelf: and fo clofdjr 
has our Creator linked us together (as 
well as all other parts of his works) for 
the prefervation of that harmbny in the 
.frame and fyftem of things which his 
wifdom has at hrfi cftablifhed,— that wc 
find this bond of itiutual dependence, 
however relaxed, is too ftrong to be 
broke: and I believe, tha the moft fclf. 
ifii men find it is lb, and that they can- 
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not, in faft, live fo much to thcmfclves, 
as the narrowneft oF their' own hrani 
Indines them. If thefe rcficftions are 
juft upon the mora! relations in which 
we ftand to each other, let us clofe the 
examination with a fhort reffcftion upon 
the great relation in which we ftand tp 
God. 

The firft and more natural thought 
On this fubje^, which at one time or 
other will thruft itfelf upon every man'J 
mind, is this, — That there is a God who 
made mc, — to whofe gift I owe all tht 
powers and faculties of my foul, to 
whofe proridence I owe all the bteffings 
of my life, and by whofe pcrmiffion it is 
that I exercifc and enjoy them; that I 
am placed in this world as a creature t^ 
but a day, haftcning to the place firom 
whence I fhall not return — T^at I am 
accountable for my conduct and beha- 
viour to this great and wifcft of Beings, 
before whofe judgment-fcat I mtift final- 
ly appear, and receive the things done 
in my body, — whether they are good, or 
whether they are bad. 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



6 Q & M p N VK. 149 

' CaQ sny one doubt but the moft in- 
eonfidcratc of men fometimes fit dowa 
coolly, and make fotne fuch plain r?- 
fl&^ions as thefe upot) their fiate and 
condition ?—or» that after they have 
made them, can one imagine, they lofe 
all eSe£i? — As little appearance as 
there js of religion in the world, thece 
is a great deal of its influence felt in its 
affairs — nor can one To rtiot out the 
principles pf it, but like nature they 
will return again, and give checks and 
interruptions to guilty purfuits. There 
3rc fealbns, when the thoughts of a juft 
God overlopking, and the terror of an 
after-reckoning, has made tlic mod. de- 
termined tremble, and Hop lliort in the 
execution of a wicked purpose ; and it' we 
conceive that the worft of men lay 
feme reftraint upon themfelvcs from 
the weight of this principle, what fliall 
we think of the good and virtuous part 
of the world, who live under the perpe- 
tual influence of it, — who facrifice tlieir 
appetites and paflions from a confcicnco 
pf their duty to Goo ; and confider hiffl 
^ 3 
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as the objefl to whom they have dedi- 
cated their fervice, and make that the 
*^v&. principle, and ultimate end of all 
^eir anions i — How many real and uh- 
jiffc^ed inftances there are in the world 
of men thus governed, will not coticern 
us fo much to enquire, as to take care 
that we arc of the number : which may 
God grant for fhe la^e Qf Jefus Chrift 
Amen, 
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Time and Chance. 

BCCLElIAlTSa IX. II. 

I retuniMl mil fiw undtr At fan, that tbc nee !• not to 
the fwift, — nor the battle to the lining,— oeitbcr jret 
liread to the wile, nor yet ricbei to men of nader- 
jbnding, nor yet favour lo men of fldll,— but titot 
and chaim happeneth to them all. 

'1Y7H£N a man cafts a look upon 
^^ this melancholy defcription of 
the world, and fees, contrary to all his 
guefles and cxpe^ations, what different 
fates attend the lives of men, — how oft 
it happens in the world, that there is not 
even bread to the wife, nor riches to men 

of underftanding, &c. he is apt to 

conclude with a figh upon it, in the 

words, — the' not in the fenfe of the wife 
man, that time afld chance happeneth 
to them all. — ^That time and chance,— 
apt feafons and fit conjundures have the 
greateft fway, in the turns and difpofalg 
of men's fortunes. And that, as thefi; 
L 4 
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lucky hits (as they are called) happen tfl 
be for, or againit a man, — they either 
open the way to his advancement againft 
all obftacles, — or block it up againft al] 
helps and attempts. That as the text 
intimates, neither ivi/dcm^ nor undtrfimd-. 
ii^t nor ^llj Ihalt be ^bie to furmount 
them. 

However widely we may difler in our 
Mi«f<MiBgB ufwn this obfcrvatiofi of Sq~ 
lomon^s, the authority of the obferva^q 
is ftrong beyond doubt, and the eviden$:e 
given oF it in all ages fo alternately con- 
firmed by examples and complaints, as 
to leave the fail itfetf unqueftionable— 
That things arc carried on in this world 
fpmetimes fo contrary to all our reafon- 
ipgs, and the fccraing probabilities of 
fuccefs, — that cyen the race is not to thp 
fwift, nor the battle fo the ftrong, — nay 
what is ftrangcr ftill — nor yet bread to 
the wife, who lh.ould laft ftand in want 
of it,~nor yet riches to men pf under- 
ftanding, who you would think beft 
qualified to acquire them, — nor yet fa- 
vour tjp men of &ill, whofe nicrit and' 
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KctcQces bid the -fiurcft for it,— but 
that there are locne fecret and unfe^ 
woikings in human affairs, vAuch baffle 
^1 our endeavours, — uid turn afide the 
pourfe «f tbitigs in fuch a manner,— 
lihat the ni<^ likely caufes di&ppoint 
jind hH of produdng for us the eScSt 
$phich we wilhed and naturally expe& 
^ (tom them. 

You vill See a man, of whom was 
you to ferm a conjcdurc from die ap- 
pearances of things in hit fevoui,— — 
you would fay was fetting out in tbe 
yrorld, with the fiurcft profped of mak- 
ing bis fortune in it ; — with aU the ad-; 
vantages <^ birth to Tecommend huo,— 
of pcrfpnal merit to fpeak for him— 
and of friends to help and pttOi him 
forwards : yon urill behold turn, not- 
Vvithftandmg this, di&ppotnted in erery 
effed you might naturally have locked 
for, b-om them ; every ftcp he takes 
towards his advancement, ibmcthing 
invifible Ihall pull him back, fome un- 
forofeen obflacle fhall rife up perpetu- 
ally in his way, and keep there.— In 
every application he makes — fome ua- 
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toward circumftancc fhall blaft it. — He 

jliall rife early, late take reft,- . ■ 

and cat the bread of carefulnefs, — yet 
fome happier man ihati ftiU rife up, 
and ever ftep in before him, and leave 
him ftruggling to the end of his life, in 
the very lame place in which he Grit 
began it. 

The hiftory of a fecond, fliall in all 
refpcfts be the contrail to this. He 
ihall come into the world with the moft 
unpromifing appearance,— (hall fet for- 
wards without fortune, without friends, 
— without talents to procure him cither 
the one or the other. Neverthelefs, you 
will fee this clouded piofpefl brighten 
up > infenlibly, unaccountably before 
him t every thing prefented in his way 
fcall turn out beyond his espcftations, 
—in fpitc of that chain of unfurmount- 
able difficulties which firft: threatened 
bim,i— time and chance fhall open him 

a way, a feries of fuccefsful occi^rr 

rcnces (hall lead him by the hand to 
the fummit of honour and fortune, and, 
in a word, without giving him the pain* 
of thinking, pr the predit of grojeding 
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it, Ihall place him in a fafe pofleflion of 
all that ambition could wifli for. 

The hiftories of the lives and for- 
tunes of men are full of inftances of 
this nature, — where favourable times 
and lucky accidents have done for them, 
what wifdom or Otill could not : and 
there is fcarce any one who has lived 
long in the world, who upon looking 
backwards will not difcover fuch a mix- 
ture of thefc in the many fuccefsful 
turns which have happened in this life, 
as to leave him very little reafon to dif- 
pute againft the fa^, and, I Ihould 
hope, as little upon the conclufions to be 
drawn from it. 

Some, indeed, from a fuperficial view 
of this reprefentation of things, hav? 

athciftically inferred, that becaufc 

there was fo much of lottery in this 

life, and mere cafualty feemed to 

have fuch a fliare in the difpofal of 

our affairs, that the providence qf 

God flood neuter and unconcerned in 
their fevcral workings, leaving them tq 
the mercy of time and chance to be 
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furthered or dilappointed as fuch bUn4 
agents diredcd. Whereas in truth the 
very oppodte conclofion follows. For 
confider,— ^if a fuperior intelligent 
pover did not fometimes crofs and 
over-rule events in this world, — then 
pur policies and defigns in it would 
^ways anfwer according to the wifdom 
and ftratageip in ^hich they vrere laid, 
and every caufe, in the courfe of 
things* woi^ld prtiduce its natural cSeQ: 
without v^iation, Now as tbi« is not 
the cafe, jt ncceflarily follows from 
£o1omoD*s reafoning, that, if the race 
is not to the fwift, if j^nowletlge and 
learning do not always fcpure n^n from 
want,«-oor care and induftry always 
make men rich, — nor art and fkill in- 
fallibly make men high in the world; 
that there is fomc other caufe which 
mingles itfelf in human afi^irs, an^ go- 
verns and turns them as it pleafcs ; 
^hich caufe can be no other than the 
Firft Caufe of all things, and the fecret 
and over-ruling providence of that 
Almighty Gou, who though his dwelling 
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if fo fa^b, yet he humUcth himfetf ta 
behold the things that are done in earth* 
raifing up the poor out of the dull, and 
lifting the beggar from the dunghill, 
and contrary to all hopes putting him 
with princes, even with the prlncei of 
his people ; which* by the way, was the 
cafe of Darid, who makes the acknow- 
ledgment ! — And no doubt— one rea- 
Ibn* why God has feleded to his own 
dirpofal, fo many inftances as this, 
where events hare run counter to all 
probabihties,— was to give teftiajony 
to his providence in governing the 
world, and to engage us to a confidera- 
tion and dependence upon it, for the 
event and fuocefs of our undertakings *. 
For undoubtedly — as I faid, it fhould 
fcem but fuitable to nature's laws, that 
the race (hould ever be to the ftrift,— 
and the battle to the ftrong % — it is rea^ 
fonable that the bed contrivances and 
means fliould have beft fucceb, — and 
fince it often falls out other\rife in the 

* Vide Tili.otiqh'> fcnnon on thii fubje^ 
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cafe of man, where the wifeft pro'pi&t 
are overthrown, — and the moft hope- 
ful means are btafted, and time and 
chance happens to all ; — yOu muft call 
on the Deity to untyc this knot : — for 
though at fundry times — fundry event* 
fall out — which we, who look no far- 
ther than the events themfelves, call 
chance, becaufe they fall out quite con- 
trary boih to our intentions and our 

hopes, though at the fame titae, in 

Tcfpeft of God's providence over-ruling 
in thefe events, it were profane to call 
them chance, for they arc pure , dcfig- 
nation, and though invifiblcy are flill the 
regular difpcn^ons of. the fuperin- 
tending power of that Almighty Being, 
from . whom all the laws and powers 
of nature are derived, who, aa he has 
appointed,— —fo holds them as inftru- 
mcnts in his hand : and without invad- 
ing the hberty and free will of his crea- 
turesj can turn the palHons and defircs 
of their hearts to fulfil his own right-' 
eoufnefs, and work fuch eiFefts in human 
affairs, which to us feem merely ea/ualf 
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'•^but to him, certain and determined* 
and what his infinite wifdom fees nccef- 
fary to be brought about for the go- 
vernment and prefervation of the world, 
over which Providence perpetually pre- 
fides. 

When the fons of -Jacob had caft their 
brother Jofcph into the pit for his dc- 
ftruftion, — one would think, if ever any 
incident which concerned the life of man 
deferved to be called chance, it was this 
—That the company of the Khmaelites 
ihould happen to pafs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time 
too, when this barbarity was committed. 
After he was refcued by fo favourable a 
contingency, — his life and future for- 
tune ftill depended upon a fcrics of con- 
tingencies equally improbable ; for in- 
ftance, had the bufinefs of the Khmael- 
ites who bought him, carped them from 
Gilead, to any other part of the world 
befides Egypt, or when they arrived 
there, had they fold their bond-Have to 
any other man but Potiphar, through- . 
out the whole empire, — or, after that 
6 
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difpofal, had the unjuft accufations ist 
his matter's wife caft the youth into 
any other dungeonj than that where 
the king's prifoncrs were kcptj — or had 
it fallen out at anytother crifis than when 
Pharaoh's chief butler was caft there 
too, — had this, or any other of thefe 
events fallen out otherwifc than it did, 
—a fcries of unmerited misfortunes had 
overwhelmed him, — and in confequence 
the whole land of Egypt and Canaan. 
From the firft opening, to the conclu- 
fion of this long and interefting tranf* 
a6:ion, the Providence of God fuffered 
every thing to take its courfe : the ma* 
lice and cruelty of Jofeph's brethren 
wrought their worft mifchicf againft 
him; baniflied him from his country 
and the proteflion of his parent. — The 
luft and biafenefs of a difkppointed wo' 
man funk him ftill deeper ; — loaded his 
charader with an unjuft reproach, — • 
and, to complete his ruin, doomed him, 
friendlefs, to the miferies of an hopelefj 
prifon, where he lay ncglcfted. Provi- 
dence, though it did not cro& thefe 
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ev«its,-i-yet Providence bent them to 
the moft merciful endsu When the 
whole Drama was opcaed, then the 
wifdom and contrivance of every fKirt 
of it was difplayed. Then it ippearedj 
it was not they (as the patrlaich mferrcd 
in confolation of his brcAren), it wa« 
not they that Sold him, but God } — 'twas 
he fent him thither before them,— hit 
fupcrJiite«ding power avwled itfelf of 
their pAfflons, — dire6:ed the (^ration* 
of them, held the chain in his hand» 
and turned and wound it to bis own 
purpofe, " Ye verif thought cvii 

a^ainft me, but. God meant it fof 

good,— ye had the guilt 6f a bad in- 
tention,-^i5 Providence the glory of 
accomplifhing a good one, — by pr<J*- 
ferving you- a pojleriiy updn the earthy 
and bringing to pitfs as it is this day, tv 
Jave much pec^le alive*' AM hiftory is 
full of fuch tcftimoniCs, which though 
(hey may convince thofe wIk> look n<) 
deeper than the furface of Ihftig^, t\att 
time an i chance happen to all, — yet to 
thofe who look deeper, they maoifeft alt 
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the fame time, that, there is a hand 
much bufier in human affairs than what 
we vainly calculate; which though the 
projcdors of this world overtoc^,— or 
at leall make no allowance for in the 
formation of their plans, ihey generally 
find in the execution of them. And 
though the fatalift may urge, that every 
event in this life is brought about by 
, the miniftry and chain of natural caufcs, 
*— yet, in anfwer, let him go one ftcp 
higher — and confidcr,— whole power it 
is, that enables thefe caufci to work^ — 
vhofe knowledge it is, that forefeet 
what will be their cffcfls, — whofc good- 
nefs it is, that is invifibly conducing 
them forwards to the heft and greatcft 
«nds for the bappinefs of his creatures. 

So that, as a great reafoner juftly dif- 
tinguiflicBf upon this point, — " It is not 
only religioufly fpeaking, but with the 
ftri&eft and moft philolophical truth of 
expreffion, that the fcripture tells us, 
that God eommandeib the ravens, — that 
they are his dirc^ions which tbt wiiutt 
and the /cat obey. If bis fcrvant hidci 
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himfelf by the brook, fudi an order, 
caufes and effect ihaU be laid,— that 
the fowls of the air ihall minifter to his 
fupport.— When this refource fails, and 
his prophet is direQed to go to Zare- 
phath,— 'for that he has eormnanded a 
widow woman there to fuA^n him,— 
the fame hand which leads the prophet 
to the gate of the city,— Iball lead forth 
the diftrcfled widow to the fame place, 
to take him under her roof, and tho' 
upon the impulfe of a different occa- 
fion, fliall ncTcrthelefs be made to ful- 
fil his promife and intention of their mu- 
tual prefcrvation." 

Thus much for the truth and illuftra- 
tion of this great and fimdamental doc- 
trine of a Providence J the belief of 
which is of fuch confequence to us, as 
to be the great fupport and comfort of 
our lives. 

Juftly therefore might the Pfalmift 
upon this declaration, that the- Lord 
is King^onclude, that the earth may 
be glad therefore, yea the multitude of 
the iOes may be glad thereof. 

M 2 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



Iff4 $ S R M D N Vnt 

M^y God grant the perTuafion may 
nia^c us as Ttrtuoua, as it has reafon to 
loakc U8 joyful ; and that it may bring 
forth in us the fruits of good living, to 
i»9 praife ;tDd gkiry ! — to whom be all 
might, majefty, and dominion, now and 
for evermore. Amen. 
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TTie Charaaer of Herod*. 

UATTHBW II. if, IS. 

"nteii was fulfilled that whiclk -irii rpbkeii b; Jmniy tba 

prophet, faying, In Rama was then a Totcc beard, 

lilnicntaiiiln, and weeping, and grext iDOurning) Ra- 
phael weeping forherchilditn, andw<ot]ldiiotbe com- 
fbrted, becaure they are not. 

np HE words which St. Matthew cites 
*■ feert as fulfilkd by the cnicky and 
ambition of Herod)— are in the 31ft 
chapter of Jeremiah, the 15th vctTc* 
bt the foregoing cha|)tcrj the prophet 
having declared God's intention of turn- 
ing the mourning of his people into joy, 
by the relloration of the tribes which 
had been led away captive imo Babylon; 
he proceeds, in the beginning of this 
chapter, which contains this prophecy, 
to give 3 more particular defcription of 
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the great joy and feftivity of that pro- 
nufcd day, when they were to return 
once more to their own land, to enter 
upon their ancient poflelHons, and enjoy 
again all the privileges they bad loft, 
and amongft others, and vh«t was atmvc 
them all, — the favour and protedion of 
God, and the continuation of bii mer- 
cies to them and their poiterity. 

To make therefore the impreffion of 
this change the ftronger upon their minds 
—he gives a very pathetic reprcfenta- 
tion of the preceding forrow on that day 
when they were firft led away captive. 

Thus futh the Lord, A voice wat 
heard in Rama; lamentation and bitter 
weeping, Racfaael weeping for her cbii* 
dren, rcfufcd to be comforted, becaufe 
they were not. 

To enter into the full fenfe and beau- 
ty of diis defcription, it is to be re- 
membered that the tomb of Rachael, 
Jacob's beloved wife, as we read in the 
35th of Gcnefis, was fituated near Ra* 
ma, and betmxt that place and Bethlcr 
hem. Upon which circumftaqce thtf 
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prophet raifes one of the moft aflvftbg 
fcenes, that could be conceived; for as. 
the tribei in thrir forrowful journey be- 
twixt Ratna and Bethlebeoi in their way 
to Babylon, were fuppofed to pafi by 
this monumental pillar of their anccftor 
RacbacI, Jacob's wife, the prophet, by 
a common liberty in rhetoric, introduces 
her as riling up out of her fepulchre, 
and as the common mother of two of 
their tribes, weeping for her children, 
bewailing the Sad cataftropbe of her pot 
terity led away into a ftrange land — re- 
fufing to be comforted becaufe they were 
not,— loll and cut off from their coun- 
try, and, in all likelihood, never to bt 
reftorcd back to her again. 

The Jewilh interpreters fay upon 
this, that the patriarch Jacob buried 
Racbael in this very place, forefeeing by 
the fpirit of prophecy, that his pofterity 
fliould that way be led captive, that (fao 
might, as they paflcd, here intercede for 
thtm. — 

But this fanciful fuperftrufhire upon 

the pailage, feems to be little dfe than a 

«4 
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mere Acain of fotnc of the Jewifh doc- 
tors } and indeed bad they hot dreamt 
it when they did, 'tis great odds, but 
fome of the Romiflt dreamer* wouM 
have hit upon it before nowt For as it 
favours the dtjftrinc of interceffioHS— if 
there had not been undeniable voucher* 
fbr the real inventors of the conceit, one 
0]outd mDch fooner Have ftmght for ic 
among, the oral- traditioiva of this dinrcfa^ 
tl^an in the Talmud^ where it is. — 

But this by the, bye. 'fhcre is ffill an- 
other interpretatioir of the vords here 
cited'by St. Matthew, which altogether 
excludes this fcenical reprcfentation I- 
Inve givett of them.— By which 'tis 
thought that the lamentation' of Rachael' 
here dicffcribcd, has no itnmedi^e refe- 
Knce to Rachad, Jacobus vrife, bat that 
it fimply alludes to- the fbrrows of her 
dsfcendant?, the difttelTed' mothers of 
the tribes' of Benjamin imd Ephnuni, 
who nught accompany their children led 
into captivity as far as Rama, in- their 
, way to Babylon^ who wept and wailed 
' t^eatlui ladocoafienj and at thcpraghet 
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Scribes tbem in the perfon of Rachael, 
refufing to be comforted for the lofs o£ 
her children, looking upon their dcpart- 
vre without hope or profpeQ of ever be- 
holding a return. 

Whichever of the two fenfes you give 
the words of the pro^et^ the applica- 
tion of them by the evangelMl is equally 
juft aod £athfttl. For as the former 
fcene he relates, was trania^d upon the 
Tcry fame ft^e, — in the &me diftri£t 

of Bethlehem near Rama, where fo 

many mothers of the fame tribe now fuf- 
fered this fecond mofl; affe£liog blow— 
the words of Jeremiah, as the evangelilt 
ebferves, w6re literally accomplifticds 
and no doubt, in that horrid day, a. 
itoice was heard agun in Rama, lament- 
ation and bitter weeping— Rachacl 
weeping for her children, and refufmg 
to be comforted ; — CTery Bethlemitiih, 
mother involTcd in tl»s calanuty, be- 
holding it with hopclcfs forrow — gave 
vent to it — each one bewaling her chil- 
dren, and lamenting the hardnefs of their 
lot, with, the aoguilh of an heart a& iitr 
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capable of confolation, as they vere c^ 
redrcfs. Monftcr ! — could no confidcra- 
tion of all this tender forrow, ftay thj 
hands ? — Could no reflexion upon fo 
much bitter lamentation, throughout the 
coafts of Bethlehem, interpofc and plead 
in behalf of fo many, wretched objects, 

as this tragedy would make? Was 

there no way open^ to ambition but that 
thou mull trample upon the affections 
of nature i Could no pity for the inno- 
cence of childhood — no fympathy for 
the yearnings of parental love, incline 
thee to fome other meaTures, for thy 
fecurity — but thou muft thus piiilefsly 
lulh in — take the viSim by violence- 
tear it from the embraces of the mother 
—offer it up before her eyes — leave her , 

difconfolate for ever broken-hearted 

with a lofs — fo affcfting in itfcif— fo 
drcumftanced with horror, that no time, 
how friendly foevcr to the mournful—* 
fliould ever be able to wear out the tm- 
preffion ? 

There is nothing in which the mind 
of man it more divided than in ac- 
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Counts of this horrid nature. For 

when wc confidcr man as fafliioned by 
his Maker — innocent and upright — 
full of the tendereft difpofitions — with 
a heart inclining him to kindnefs, and 
the love and preteilion of his fpecies— 
this idea of him would almoll (hake the 
credit of fuch accounts ; — to that to 
clear them — we are forced to take a 

fecond view of man very different 

-from this favourable one, in which we 
infenftbly reprefent him to our imagina- 
tions }— that is — we are obliged toconlider 
him — not as he was made — but as he is 
—a creature by the violence and irregu- 
larity of his pafiions capable of being 
perverted from all thefe friendly and be- 
nevolent propenfities, and fometimes 
hurried into esceffes fo oppofite to them, 
as to render the moll unnatural and hor- 
rid accounts of what he does but too pro- 
bable. — The truth of this obrervatwn 
will be exemplified in the cafe before us. 
For next to the faith and chara<fler of the 
hiftorian who reports fuch fafls,— — the 
particular character of the perfon wbo 
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committed them is to be confidered as a 
voucher for their truth and credibility ; 
— and if, upon enquirjr, it appears, that 
the man aded but confiftcnt with him- 
felf, — and juft fo as you would have ex- 
pcfled from his principles,— the credit 
of the-hiftorian is reftored,— — and the 
fad related (lands incontcftable, from fo 
firong and concurring an evidence on its 
fide.— 

With this view, ittoay not be an %ixU 
acceptable application of the remaining 
part of a difcourfc upon this day, to 
give you a Iketch of the charatfler of 
Herod, not as drawn from fcripture, — 
for in general it fumiflies us with fei^ 
materials for fuch defcriptions ;-~the 
facred fcripture cuts off in few words 
the hiftory of the ungodly, how great 
foever they were in the eyes of the 
world, — and on the other hand dwells 
largely upon the fmallcft anions of the 

righteous. We find alt the circum- 

ftances of the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, 
Jacob, and Jofeph, recorded in the mi- 
nuted manner.— ITie wicked feem only 
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menrioned vitb regret ; juft broagbt up- 
on the ftage, on purpofe to be con* 
demned. The uTc and advantage of 
which condud— is, I fuppofe, the reafoa 
•-^as in general it enlarges on no cha- 
ra&er, but what ii worthy of ioiitation. 
*Tis however undeniable, that the live? 
of bad men are not without ufe, — and 
whenever fuch a one is drawn, not with 
a corrupt view to be admired — but on 
purpofe to be detcfted — it muft excite 
iiich an horror againft vice, as will 
flrike indirectly the lame good impref- 
fion. And though it is painful to the 
laft degree to paint a man in the fliades 
which his vices have caft upon him, 
■—yet when it fcrves this end, and at 
the {ame time illuftrates a point is fa- 
cred hiftory — it carries its own excufe 
with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom the 
cvangelill fpeaks, if you take a fuper- 
ficial view of his life, you would fey was 
a compound of good and evil, — that 
though he was certainly a bad man,— 
yet you would think the mals was tem- 
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pcred at the fame dme with a mixture 
cf good qaalities. So that in courfe, 
as is not uncommon, he would appear 
with two cbara^ers very different ^om 
each other. If you looked on the more 
favoaraUe fide, you would fee a man of 
great addrefs — popular in his behaviour 
— generiMs, prince-like in his cnter- 
tunments and expences, and, in a word 
kt off with all fuch virtues and fhewy 
propCTtici, as bid high for the counte- 
nance and approbation of the world. 

View him in another light, he was an 
ambitious, defigning man, — filfpicious 
of all the world, — rapacious, — implaca- 
ble in his temper, without fenfe of reli- 
gion, — or feeling of humanity. Now 

in all fiich complex cbarafters as this,^ 
the way the world ufually judges, is,— 
to fum up the good and the bad againft 
each other, — deduft the Icffer of thcfe 
articles from the greater, and (as wc do 
in pafiing other accounts) give credit to 
the man for what remains upon the ba- 
lance. Mow, though this feems a fair, 
— yet I fear it is often a fallacious rec- 
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koning,— which, though it may ferve in 
many ordinary cafes of private life, yet 
will not hold good in the more notori- 
ous inftances of men's lives, erpecially 
when fo complicated with good and bad 
as to exceed all common bounds and 
proportions. Not to be deceived in 
fuch cafes, we muft work by a different 
rule, which, though it may. appear Icfs 
candid,— yet, to make amends, I am 
perfuaded will bring us in general much, 
nearer to the thing we want,— ^— which 
is truth. The way to which is— in all 
judgments of this kind, to diftinguifh, 
and carry in your eye, the principal and 
ruling paffion which leads the charaAer 
— and feparatc that from the other parts 

of it, and then take notice, how far 

his other qualities, good and bad, are 
brought to ferve and fupport that. For 
want of this diftinftion, we often think 
ourfclvcs inconfiftent creatures, when we 
arc the fertheft from it, and all the vari- 
ety of Ihapcs and contradi^ory appear- 
ances wc put on are in truth but fo ma- 
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ny different attempts to gratify the fame 
governing appetite. 

With this clew, let us endeavour lo 
unravel this chara&er of Herod as here 
given. 

The firft thing iriiich ftrikes one in 
it, is ambition, an immoderate thirft, as 
■well as jeaioufy, of power j — how inccm- 
fiftent ibever in other parts, his charac- 
tCT appears invariable in this, and every 
adion of his life was true to it. — From 
hence we may venture to conclude, that 
this was hii ruling paflion,— and thitt 
moft, if not all the other wheels, were 
pat in motion by this firft Spring. Now 
let us confider how far this was the cafe 
in fad. 

To begin with the worft part of him, 
—I faid he was a man of no fenfe of re- 
ligion, or at Icaft no other fenfe of it, 
but that which ferved his turn — for he is 
recorded to have built temples in Judsea, 
and erefted images in them for idolatrous 
worftiip — not from a perfuafion of doing 
right, few he was bred a Jew, and cppt 
6 
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fequently taught to abhor all idolatryj— 
but he was in truth facrificing all this 
time to a greater idol of lus own, his 
ruling paffion ; for, if we may truft Jo 
fepbus, his fole view in fo grofs a com- 
pliance was to ingratiate himfelf with 
Auguftus, and the great men of Rome, 
from whom he held his power. — With 
this he wa3 greedy and rapacious — how 
could he be othcrwife, with fo devouring 
an appetite as ambition to provide for i 
—He was jealous in his nature, and fuf- 

picious of all the world Shew me an 

ambitious man that is not fo; for as fuch. 
a man's hand, like Ifhmaers, is againfi: 
every man, he concludes that every 
man's band in courfe is againft his. 

Few men were ever guilty of more 
aftonilhing afls of cruelty — and yet the 
particular inftances of them in Herod 
were, fuch as be was hurried into by the 
alarms this waking pallion perpetually 
gave him. He put the whole Sanhedrim 
to the fword — fparlng neither age, or 
wifdom, or merit—one cannot fup- 
pofe, ftmply from an inclination to cru- 

VOL. VI. M 
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city— no— they had oppofed the eftabliife- 
Bicnt of his power at Jerufalcmr 

His own fons, two hopeful youths^ 
he cut off by a public execution. — The 
%orft men have natural affeft'ion — antt 
fuch a ftroke as this would run fo con- 
trary to the natural workings ©f it, that 
you are forced to fuppofc the impulfe of 
fome more violent inclination to over- 
rule and conquer it. And fo it was, 

for the JewiQi hiftorian tells us, 'twas 
jealoufy of power— his darling objeft — 
of which he feared they would one day 
or other difpoflefs him — fufficient induce- 
ment to tranfport a man. of fuch a tem- 
per into the bloodieft exceffes. 

Thns far this one fatal and extrava' 
gant paffion accounts for the dark fide 
of Herod's charaftcr. This governing 
principle being Brft Isud open — all his- 
other bad aflions follow in courfc, like 
fo many fymptomatic complaints fronr 
the fame diftemper. 

Let us fee, if this was not the caftf 
even of his virtues too. 
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At firft fight it feems a myftcrjr— how 
a man fo black as Herod had been thus 
far defcribed — fliould be able to fupport 
himfelf in the favour and friendfhip o£ 
fo wife and penetrating a body gf men a& 
the Roman fixate, of whom he held his 
power. To wmnterbalance the weight 
of fo bad and dCtcftcd a charader — and 
be able to bear it up as Herod did, one 
Would think he mufl: have been mafter of 
fbme great fecrct worth enquiring after 
— he was fo. But that fccret was no 
other than what appears on this reverfe 
t>f his charadter. — He was a perfon of 
great addrefs— popular in his outward 
behaviour. — He was generous, prince- 
like in his entertainments and expcnces. 
The world was then as corrupt, at leaft, 
as now — and Herod underfliood it — knew 
at what price it was to be bought — and 
what qualities would bid the higheft for 
its good word and approbation. 

And, in truth, he judged this matter 
fo well — that notwithftanding the gene- 
ral odium and prepoffcffion which arofc 
againft fo hateful a character— in fpite 
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of all the impreflions, from fo minf 
repeated complaints of his cruelties and 
oppreffions — he yet ftemmcd the torrent 
— and by the fpecious difplay of thcfc 
popular virtues bore himfcif up againit 
it all his life. — So that, at length, when 
he was fummoned to Rome to anfwer for 
his crimes— Jofcphus tells us — that by 
the mere magnificence of his expenccs — 
and the apparent generofity of his beha- 
viour, he entirely confuted the whole 
charge — and fo ingratiated himfcif with 
the Roman fenate — and won the heart of 
Auguftus (as he had that of Anthony be- 
fore) that he ever after- had his favour 
and kindncfsj which I cannot mention 
without adding, that it is an eternal ftain 
upon the charafler and memory of Au- 
guftus, that he fold his countenance andf 
protection to fo bad a man, for fo mean 
and bafe a confideration. 

From this point of view, if we look 
back upon Herod — his beft qualities will 
(brink into little room, and how glitter- 
ing foever in appearance, when brought 
to this balance arc foimd wanting. 
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And in truth» if we would not willingly 
be deceived in the value of any virtue or ' 
,fet of virtues in fo complex a charafter . 
— wc muft call them to this very ac- 
count J examine whom they fervc, what 
pallion and what principle they have for 
their mafter. When this is underftood^ 
the whole clew is unravelled at once, and 
the chara^er of Herod, as complicated 
as it is given us in hiftory— ■ — when thus 
analyfed, is fummed up in three words 
~ - Tbat he was a man of unbounded am~ 
bition, who Jiuck at nothing to gratify it, 
fo that not only his vices were mi- 
nifterial to his ruhng paiTion, but his 
virtues too (if they deferve the name) 
were drawn in, and liUcd into the fame 
fcrvice. 

Thus much for the chara£lcr of He- 
rod — the critical review of which has 
many obvious ufcs, to which I may tnill 
you, having time bat to mention that 
particular one which firft led me into this 
examination, namely, that all objections 
againft the evangelill's account of this 
day's Daughter of the Bcthlchcmitilh in- 
"3 
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fants — from the incredibility of fo horrid 
^^n account— are filenced by this account 
of the man ; fince, in this, he aAed but 
like himfelf, and jud fo as you woul4 
czpcd;, in the fame circumilances, from 
every man of fo ambitious a head— and 
fo bad a heart. — Confider, what havoc 
ambition has made — how often the fame 
tragedy has been a&ed upon larger theatre^ 
—where not only the innocence of child- 
hood — or the grey hairs of the aged, have 
fottnd no protetftlon — but whole coun- 
tries without diftinftion have been put 
to the fword, or, what is as cruel, have 
l^een driven forth to nakednefs and hi 
mine, to make way for new ones* under 

the guidance of this pa^on For a 

fpecimen of this, refleft upon the, ftory 
related by Plutarch : when, by order of 
the Roman fcnatc, fcvcnly populous ci- 
ties were unawares facked and deftroycd, 
^t one prefixed hour, by P. ^milius — 
by whom one hundred and fifty thoufand 
unhappy people were driven in one day 
^to captivity — to be fold to the highcft 
^idder} to end their days in cruel laboui^ 
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and anguiih. As aitonilhing as the ac- 
count before us is, it vaniflics into no- 
thing from fuch views, fince it is plaitt 
from all hiftory, that there is no wicked- 
nefs too great for fo unbounded a caufe, 
and that the mol^ horrid accounts in hif- 
tory are, as I faid above, but too proba- 
ble effefls of it- 
May God of his mercy defend man- 
kind from ^ture experiments of this kind 
— and grant wc may make a proper ufe 
of them, for the fake of Jcfus Chrift, 
Aioen, 
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SERMON X. 



' Job's Account of the Shortnefs and 

I Troubles of Life, confidered. 



^an that it born of a woman, it of a few dap, and full 
pf trouble i— He cometh forth like a fiower, and it 
cut down i he fleeth alfo at a Ihadow, and continueth 



rpHBRB is fomething in this re- 
•*■ fleftion of holy Job's, upon the 
Jhortncfs of life, and inftabllity of hu- 
man affairs, fo beautiliil and truly fub- 
lime ; that one might challenge the 
writings of the moft celebrated orator-s 
of antiquity, to produce a fpecimcn of 
eloquence, fo noble and thoroughly af- 
fefting. Whether this effeft be owing 
in fome meafure to the pathetic nature 
of the fubjeft rcfle£led on ; or to the 
ealtcrn manner of cxpreflion, in a ftyle 
|aore exalted and fuitable to fo great « 
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fubjefl:, or (which is the more likely ae* 
count), becaufe they are. properly the 
words of that Being, who firft infpired 
man with language, and taught hit 
mouth to utter ; who opened the lips of 
the dumb, and made the tongue of the 
infant eloquent ; — to which of thcfe we 
arc to refer the beauty and fublimity of 
this, as well as that of numberlefs other 
paffages in holy writ, may not fcem now 
material j but furely without thefe helps, 
never man was better qualified to make 
juft and noble rcflcftions upon the fliort- 
nefs of life, and inftability of human af- 
fjurs, than Job was, who had himfelf 
waded through fuch a fea of troubles, 
and in his pafiage had encountered 
many viciffitudcs of ftorms and fun- 
jhine, and by turns had felt both the 
extremes, of all the happinefs, and all 
the wretchednefs, that mortal man is 
heir to. 

The beginning of his days was 
crowned with every thing that ambi- 
tion could wifli for ; — he was the grcat- 
^ of all the men of the £aft— had 
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large and unbounded poflcflions, an4 
po doubt enjoyed all the comforts and 
advantages of life, which they could 
ad'miniftcr. — Perhaps you will fay, a 
wife man might not be incUned to give 
a full loofe to this kind of happinefs, 
without fome better fecurity for the 
fupport of it, than the mere poffeffion 
of fuch goods of fortune, which often 
flip from under us, and fomctimes un- 
accountably make themfeivcs wings 
and fly away. — But he had that fecu- 
rity too, — for the hand of Providence 
which had thus far protcfled, was ftil| 
leading him forwards, and feemed en- 
gaged in the prcfervation and continu- 
ance of thefe blcffings j— God had fet a 
hedge about him, and about all that he 
had on every fide ; he had bleifcd alf 
the Works of his bands, and his fub- 
ftance increafed every day. Indeed, 
even with this fecurity, riches to hinr| 
that hath neither child or brother^ as the 
wife man obfcrves, inftcad of a comfort 
prove fometimcs a fore travel and vex- 
ation. — The mind, of man is not always 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



I88 S E S. M O N X. 

^tisfied with the reafonable aflurance 
of its own enjoyments, but will took 
forwards, as if it difcovcrs fome imagi- 
nary void, the want of fome beloved ob- 
je£t to fill his place after him, will often 
difquiet itfelf in vain, and fay — ** For 
*» whom do I labour, and bereave my- 
" felf of reft ?" 

This bar to his happinefs God had 
likewife taken away, in blelTing him 
with a numerous offspring of fons and 
daughters, the apparent inheritors of 
all his prcfent happinefs. — Pleafmg re- 
flexion! to think the bleHings God 
has indulged one's felf in, Ihall be 
handed and continued down to a man's 
own feed ; how little does this differ 
from a fecond enjoyment of them, to 
an affedionate parent, who naturally 
looks forward with as ftrong an intereft 
upon his children, as if he was to live 
over again in his own pollcrity ! 

What could be wanting to finilh fuch 
a piXure of a happy man f.^— Surely 
nothing, except a virtuous difpofition 
fo give a retifh to thcfe bleUings, ancl 



■,C(K>tjlt: 



8 E R M O N X. 13^ 

dircft him to make a proper ufe irf 
them. — He had that too, for he was a 
perfedt and upright man, one that feared 
God and efchewed evil. 

In the midft of all this profperity, 
which was as great as could wel) fall to 
the Ihare of one man ; — whilfl: all the 
world looked gay, and fmiled upon him^ 
and every thing round him feemed to 
promire, if poflible, an incrcafe of hap- 
pinefs, in one inClant all is changed into 
forrow and utter defp'air. 

It pleafed God for wife purpofes to 
blaft the fortunes of his houfe, and cut 
off the hopes of his pbfterity, and in one 
mournful day to bring this great prince 
from his palace down to the dunghill. 
His flocks and herds, in which connfted 
the abundance of his wealth, were part 
confumed by a fire from heaven, the 
reminder taken away by the fword of 
the enemy : his fons and daughters, 
whom 'tis natural to imagine fo good a 
man had fo brought up in a fenfe of 
their duty, as to give him all reafonable 
hopes of much joy and plcafure in thcic 
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future lives — natural profpcft for a pai 
i-cnt to look forwards at, to recoinpcnfe 
him for the many cares and anxieties 
which their infancy had coll him! thcfc 
dear pledges of his future happinefa 
Were all, all fnatched from him at one 
blow, juft: at the time that one might 
imagine they were beginning to be the 
comfort and delight of his ojd agej 
Vhich moft wanted fuch ftaves to lean 
Dn; — and as circumftanccs add to an 

evil, fo they did to this ; for it fell 

but, not only by a very calamitous acci- 
dentt which was grievous enough in it- 
felf, but likewife upon the back of his 
lother misfortunes, when he was ill pre- 
pzred to bear fuch a (hock ; and what 
^ould ftill add to it, it happened at an 
hour when he had lead reafon to cz- 
pcft it, when he would naturally think 
his children fecure and out of the way 
of danger, *• For whilft they were feaft- 
*' ing and making merry in their elded 
•* brother's houfe, a great wind out of 
*• the wildemefs fmote the four corners 
■* of the houfe, and it fell upon them." 
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Siicii a c6ncurrence of misfortunes 
u not the common lot of many : and 
yet there are inftanccs of fome who have 
Undergone as fevcre trials, and bravely 
flrugglcd under them ; perhaps by na- 
tural forte of fpirits> the advantages of 
bealthj and the cordiaJ aflillancc of « 
friend. And with thefc helps, what 
may not a man fuflainf — Bat this was 
not job's cafe ; for fcarce had thefe' 
evils fellen upon him, when he was 
not only borne down with a grievous^ 
diftempcr, which afflided him A:o[n the 
crown of his head to the fole of hii 
foot, but likewife his three friends, ia 
vfaofc kind confolations be might have' 
found, a medicincj-^^even the wife of 
his bofom, whofe duty it wa with 9 
gentle hand to have foftened all his for- 
rows, inftead of doing this, tbcy cruelljr 
infulted and became the reproachers of 
his integrity. O God! what is maw 
when thou thus bruifeft him, anj 
makeft bis burden heavier as his 
ftrength grows Icfs? — Who, that had 
found himfelf thus an example of the 
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liiany changes and chances of this mdr-i 

tal life ; when he confidered him- 

fclf now ilrippcd and left deftilutc of 
fo many valuable bleffings which the 
moment before thy Providence had 
poured upon his head; — when he re- 
flefted upon this gay delightfome ftruc- 
ture, in appearance fo ftrongly built, fo 
plcafingly furrounded with every thing 
that could flatter his hopes and wiflies, 
and beheld it all levelled with the 
ground in one moment, and the whole 
profpefl; vaniih with it like the defcrip- 
tion of an inchantmcnt j— who I fay 
that had feen and felt the (hock of fo 
fudden a revolution, would not have 
been furniflicd with juft and beautiful 
reflefftions upon the occafion, and faid 
with Job in the words of the text, " That 
" man that is bom of a woman, is of 
" few days, and full of mifery — that he 
" Cometh forth like a flower, and is cut 
** down i he Seeth alfo as a fliadow, and 
" continueth not." 

The words of the text are an epitome 
of the natural and moral vanity of many 
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and contain two dillini^ declarations 
concerning his ftatc and condition in 
each rcfpc£t. 1 

Rrft, That he is a creature of few 
days ; and fecondly. That thofe days are 
foil of trouble. 

• I ihall make fome reSedions upon each 
c^ thefe in their order, and conclude with 
a pradical Icflbn from the whole. 

And firft* that he is of few days. Th« 
comparifon which Job makes ufc of. 
That man coraetb forth like a flower, is 
e*tremeiy beautifiJi and more to the 
purpofe than the raofl elaborate proof, 
p-hich in truth the fubjcft will not ca- 
fily admit of i — the ihortnefs of life be- 
ing a point fo generally complained of 
in all ages lince the flood, and fo univer* 
fally fek and acknowledged by the 
whole fpccies, as to require no evidenc? 
beyond a fimiUtude; the intent of which 
13 not fo much to prove the fafl, as to 
illuftrate and place it in fuch a light as 
to fl:rike us, and brmg the impreflion 
home to ourfdves in a more affefling 
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Man comes forth, Tays Job, tike « 

flower, and is cut do¥m j he is fcnt 

into the world the faireft and nobleft 
part of God's works,— -falhioned after 
the image of his Creator with refpeA to 
reafon and the great faculties of the 
mind ) he cometh forth glorious as the 
flower of the field; as it fnrpafles the 
vegetable world in beauty, (o does he the 
ftnimal world in the glory and ezcenen" 
ties of bis nature. 

The one — ^if no untimely accident op- 
prefs it, foon atrives at the full period of 
its pctic^on, — is fufiered to triumph 
for a f^w moments, and is plucked up 
by the roots in the very pi-idc and gaycft 
ftagc of its being:— or if it happens to 
efcape the hands of violence, in a few 
days It nccef&rily fickens of itfdf and 
£c8 away. 

"Mzn li^ewife, though his progrefs is 

flower, and his duration fomething 

longer, yet tbe periods of his growth and 

declenfion are nearly the fame both in 

' the nature and maoncr of them. 



,C(K)til>J 



S E ft M O N ?£. I9s 

If he efcapes the dangcril which 
threaten his tender feats, he i» footi 
got into the full miturit; and ftrength 
of life ; and if he is lb fortunate as noi 
to Ik hurried out of it then hj acci* 
dents* by bis own foUy and intetft^* 
ranee — If b« eTcapes tbefe, he naturally 
decays of tiimfelf)— 'Z period coiner 
fall upon him« beyond which he iral 
iiot made to laft. " ■■■■■Like a flower or 
fruit which may be plucked op by ftttct 
before the time of their nwtnritj, yet 
Caiinot be made td outgtow the |>eriod 
when tbey ixe to fade lUid drop of theni-*' 
felves} nihtn that comes, the hand of 
tiaturo th(»i ptticfes tbent ^th off^ and 
no an &! ttie botaliift tin Uphold the 
one, at Mil of the phyficiafi [irgferlrif 
the othCr« beyond the periods to which 
their original fratnes atid eofiftitutions 
irere ihxde to extend. As 6od has ap*' 
points and determined the fet4ri^ 
growths and decays 6f thii te^tatdc 
race^ fo he feeibs as e^dehtly to ha?c 
prclcribed the &me law6 to tnafn^ as welt 
k« all living creatures, in the &t& tadi* 
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ments of which there are contuned the 
fpecific powers of their growth, dura> 
tion and cxtindion ; and when the evo- 
lutions of thofc animal powers are ex- 
haufted and run down, the creature ex- 
pires and dies of itfelf, as ripe fruit falls 
from the tree, or a flower prcfcrved be- 
yond its bloom drops and perilhes upon 
theftalk. 

Thus much for this comparifon of 
Job's, whidi though it is wry poetical, 
yet conveys a juft idea of the thing re- 
ferred to; « That he flccth alfo as a 

fhadow, and continuetfa not/'— is no lefs 
a ^iUifuI and fine reprefentation of the 
jhortnefs and vanity of human life, of 
which one cannot give a better expla- 
nation, than by referring to the original, 
firom whence the pifhire was taken.— 
With how quick a fucccflion, do days, 
months and years pafs over our heads i 
~-how truly like a ^adow that de- 
{xurteth do they flee away infenfibly, 
and fcarce leave an impreflion with us? 

■ when we endeavour to call them 

back by refleftion, aod coofider in wtiat 
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manner they have gonc» how unable 
are the belt of us to give a tolerable 
account ? — and were it not for fomc of 
the more remarkable ftages which have 
difttnguifhed a few periods of this rapid 
progrefs — wc fliould look back upon 
it all as Nebuchadnezzar did upon his 
dream when he awoke in the morning j 

he was fenfible many things had 

pafled, uid troubled him too, but had 
paiTed on (b quickly, they had left no 
fbotfteps behintj, tyy which he could 
be enables! to trace them back.— — 
Melancholy account of the life of man ! 
which generally runs on in fuch a man- 
ner, as fcarce to allow time to make re- 
flections which way it has gone. 

How many of our £rll years Aide by 
' id the innocent fports of childhood, in 
■which we arc not able to make reflec- 
tions upon them!— how many more 
Uioughtlefs years efcape us in our 
yoatb, when we are unwilling to do it, 
and are fo eager in the purfuit of plea- 
fure, as to have no time to fpare, to ftop 
smd confider tkcml 

o 3 
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When graver and riper years coma 
en, and we begin to think it time to re- 
form and fet up for men of fenfe an4 
condud, then the buAneTs and perplex- 
ing interells of this irorld, and the end- 
lefs plotting and contriving bow to make 
the moft of it, do To wholly employ us, 
that y/e are too bufy to make reflexions 
upon fo unprofitable a fubjeft.— As fa- 
milies and children encreafe,' fo do our 
^e&ionG, and with them are multiplied 
our cares and toils for their prefervation 
and eftablilhment}— all which take up 
our thoughts fo clofely, and poflefs them 
•fo lopg, that wc arc oftcp overtaken by 
grey hairs before we fee them, or have 
found Icifure to confider how far we 
were got,— wh*t we have h^cn' doing— ^ 
^nd for what purpofe God fent us into 
(he wprld. As man may juftly be faid 
to be of few days, confidered with refpeO: 
to this hafly fucceflion of things, which 
fbon i^arrips him into the decline of his 
Hfe, fo m»y he likewife be faid to flee 
like a Ihadow and continup not, when 
bi^ duration i^ compared with other. 
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pirts of God's works, and even the 
vorks of bis own hands, which outlalt 
him many generations ; — whilft his— 
SIS Homer obfenres, like leaves* one ge- 
neration drops, and another fprings up, 
to fall ag^n and be forgotten. 

But when wc farther confider hi$ d^ys 
in the light in which we ought chiefly 
pi view them, as they appear in thy 
fight, O God! with whom 3 thoufand 
years arc but as yefterday j when we re- 
flea: that this hand-breadth of life is all 
that is meafured out to man from that 
eternity for which he U created, how 
does his Ihort fpan vanifli to nothing in 
-the compafifon ! 'Tis true, the greated 
portion of time will do the fame when 
compared with what is to come; and 
therefore fo . fhort and tranfitory a one, 
as tbTcefcore years and ten» beyomj 
which all is declared to be labour and 
fprrow, may the eafier be allowed ; and 
yet how uncertain are we of that por- 
tion, fhort as it is ! Do not ten thoii- 
fand accidents break off the llender 
thread of human life, long before it can 
o 4 
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be' drawn out to that extent? — The 
new<born babe falls down an eafy prey, 
and moulders back again into duft, 
like a tender blofibm put forth in an 
untimely hour. — The hopeful youth in 
the very pride and beauty of his life is 
cut off*; fome cruel diftemper or un- 
thought-of accident lays him proftrate 
upon' the earth, to purfue Job's com- 
parifon* ' like a 'blooming Sower fmit 
and fhriTelled up with ^ malignant blaft 
—In this fiage of life chances multiply 
upon us, — the feeds of diforders are 
fowh by intemperance or ncgleS:, — in- 
feftious diltempers are more eafily con- 
tra^cd J when bontraftcd they rage with 
greater ' violence, and the fuccefs in 
many cales is more doubtful, inlbmuch 
that they who have cxercifed thcmfelvcs 
in computations of this kind tell us; 
** That one half of the whole fpccies, 
which arc born into the world, go out of 
it again, and are all dead in fo fiiort a 
J^ace'as the firft feventeen years." 

Thcfe reflefiions may be fufficient to 
illu&rati: the firft part of Job's decIara-> 
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tion, •* 'That man is ^ few days.** Let 
us examine the. truth of the other, and 
fee, whether he is not likewire jfull ef 
trouble. 

And here we muft not take our ac< 
count from the flattering outfide of 
things, which are generally fct off with' 
a glittering appearance enough, efpe- 
cialiy in what is called higher l^e,— 
Nor can we fafely trufl the evidence of 
fome of the more merry and thoughc- 
lefs amongft us, who are To fet upon the 
enjoyment of life as fcldom to refleft 
upon the troubles of it ; — or who, per- 
haps, becaufe they are not yet come to 
this portion of their inheritance, imagine 
it is not their common lot. — Nor laiUy, 
are we to form an idea of it, from 
the delufive ftorics of a few of the moft 
profperous paffengcrs, who havt fortu- 
nately failed tbroufh and efcaped the 
rougher toils and diftreffes. But we 
are to take our account from a clofe fur- 
.vey of human life, and the real face of 
things, ftript of every thing that can 
palliate or gild it over. We muft be^r 
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the general complunt of all agei» and 
Tcad the hiltories of mankind. If we 
look into tbenit and examine them to 
die bottom* what do they contain but 
the biftory of &d and uncomfortable 
paffiigcs, which a good<oatured man 
cannot read but with opprcfGon of 
fpirits? — Confider the dreactful fuccef- 
fion of wars in one part or other of the 
earth, perpetuated from one century to 
another with fo little intermiffion, that 
mankind have fcarce had time to breathe 
from them, iince ambition firfl: came 
into the world ; confider the horrid 
eSc&t of them in all thofe barbarous 
devaftations we read of, where whole 
nations have been put to the fword> or 
have been driven out to nakednefs and 
famine to make room for new-comers. 
— Confider how great a part of our fpc- 
cies, in all ages down to this, have been 
trod under the feet of' cruel and ca[qi- 
cious tyrants, who would neither hear 
their cries, nor pity their diftrelTes— • 
Confider flavcry, — what it is — how 
bitter a draught, and l^ow many mUIions 
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have been made to drink of k }— which 
if it can poifon all earthly happmeft 
when exercifed barely upon our bodicB,, 
what mufl: it be, when it comprehends 
both the flavery of body and mind?— r 
To conceive this, look into the tiftory 
of the Ramifh church and her tyrants " 
(or rather executioners), who feem to 
have taken pleafurc in the pangs and ' 
convulfions of their fellow-creatures.— 
Examine the inqu'>fition, hear the me- 
lancholy notcB founded in every cell. — 
Confider the anguifli of mock trials, and 
the exquifitc tortures confequent therc- 
■upon, mcrcileffily inflided upon the un- 
fortunate, where the racked and weary 
foul has fo often wifiied to take its leave, 
— but cruelly not fuffcred to depart.— 
Confider how many of thefe helplefs 
wretches have been haled from thence 
in all periods of this tyrannic ufurpa- 
tion, to undergo the maflacres and 
Hamet to which a falfe and a bloody re- 
ligion has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail of the 
more public caufes of the qijfcries of 
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man are not fufficient, let us behold 
him in another light with rcf|)e£t to the 
more private caufes of them, and fee 
whether he is not full of trouble hke- 
wife there,' and almoft born to it as 
naturally as the fparks fly upwards. 
If we confider man as a creature full 
of wants and neceflities (whether real 
or imaginary), which he is not able, to 
fupply of himfclf, what a train of dif- 
appointments, vexations and depen- 
dencies are to be fcen, ifluing from 
thence to perplex and make his being 

uncafy ! How many juftlings and 

hard ftruggles do we undergo; in mak- 
ing our way in the world! — How bar- 
baroufly held back !— How often and 
bafely overthrown, in aiming only at 
getting bread!— How many of us never 
attain it— at leaft not comfortably, — but 
from various unknown caufes— eat it all 
our lives long in bittcrnefs ! 

If we fliift the fcene, and look up- 
wards, towards thofe whofe fituation in 
life feems to place them above the for- 
row8 of this kind, yet where are they 
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exempt froOi others? Do not all ranks 
and conditions of men meet with fad 
accidents and numberlefs calamities in 
other , refpe&s, which often make them 
go heavily all their lives long ? 

How many ^11 into chronical infirmi- 
ties, which render both their days and 
nights relllefs and infupportable ?- ■ — 
How many of the higheft rank arc tore 
up with ambition, or fourcd with dilap- 
pointments ; and how many more, from a 
thouland fecret caufes of difquict, pine 
away in fileoce, and owe their deaths to 
forrow and dejedion of heart?— If 
we cait our eyes upon the loweft; clab 
and condition of life, — the fcene is more 
melancholy Itill. — Millions of our feU 
low-creatures, born to no inheritance 
but poverty and trouble, forced by the 
neceflity of thar lots to drudgery and 
panful employments, and hard fet with 
that too, to get enough to keep them- 

felves and families alive. So that 

-upon the whole, when we have exami- 
ned the true ftate and condition of 
hsman life, and have made fome aHovi- 
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ances for a few fugadous, deceitful 
pleafurcs, there h fcarcc any thing to 
be found which contradifts Job's de- 
fcription of it. — "Whichcvct way wc 
look abroad, wc fee feme kgible ehi" 
rafters of what God firfl: denounced 
againft us* " That in forrow we fliould 
cat our bread, till v/e return to, the 
ground from whence we were taken •." 
But fome one will fay. Why ar* we 
thus to be put out of love with humatf 
life ? To what purpofc is it to expofc Ac 
dark fides of it to us, or enlarge upon the 
infirmities which are natural^ and confe-^ 
quently out of our power to redrefi ? 

■ I anfwer, that the fubjeft is never-* 
thelcE) of great importance, fince it is 
Jieccflary every creature (hould under- 
ftand his prefcnt ftate and condition,- 
to put him in mind of behaving fuitably 
to it.— Does not an impartial furvcy of 
man — the holding up this glafs to 
fliew him his defers and natural infir- 
mities, naturally tend to cure his prrde, 

* N. Br Moft'of thefe reHeAioos upon tke mn' 
fcries of life are taken fcom WoolMwi^ 
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and clothe him with humility, vhich is 
a drefs that bell becomes .a (hort-lived 
and a wretched creature? — Docs not 
the confideration of the ftiortncfs of out 
life convince us of the wifdom of dedi- 
cating fo fmall a portion to the great 
parpofcs of eternity ? 

Laftly, When we refieft that this 
fpan of life, Ihort as it is* is chequered 
with fo many troubles, that there is no- 
thing in this world fprings up, or can 
be enjoyed without a mixture of forrow, 
how infenfibly does it incline us to turn 
our eyes and afiedions from fo gloomy 
a profped, and fix them upon that hap^ 
pier country, where affli^ons cannot 
follow us, and where God will wipe 
away all tears from off our faces for ever 
and ever ! Amen. 
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SERMON XI. 

Evil -Speaking. 

Jaues 1. 16. 

it any man among jmx ftna ta be religicHlIt *^ l>ri- 
dlcch not hit tongue, but deceifcth hli own bctr^ 
that Dun'i nligion i* vain. 

^F the many duties on^'ng both to 
^^ Gob ahd b\xt neighbour, there are 
jTcarce any ineh fo bad, as not to acquit 
thcmfelvcs of fome, and few fo good, I 
feaf, as to pradife all. 

Every man feems willing enough to 
compound the matter, and adopt fO 
much of the fyftem, as will Icaft inter- 
fere with his principal and ruling paf- 
fion, and for thofe parts which would 
occafion a more troublcfome oppofition, 
to confider them as hard layings, and fo 
leave them for thofe to praftife, whofc 
natural tempers are better fuited to the 

VOL. TI. P 
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ftruggle. So that a man fhall be Covet- 
ous, oppreffive, revengeful, neither a 
lover of truth, or common honefty, and 
yet, at the fame time, (hall be very re- 
ligious, and fo fandified, as not once to 
fail of paying iiis morning and evening 
facrifice to God. So, on the other hand, 
a man fliall live without God in the 
world, have neither any great fenfc of 
religion, or indeed prcteiid to have any, 
and yet be of niceft ho«our, confcjen- 
tioufly }uft and fair in all his dealings. 
And her.e it is that men g<;nerally betray 
themfelves, deceiving, as the apoftle 
faye, their own hearts; of which the 
inftances are fo various, in one degree 
or other, throughout human life, that 
pnc might fafely fay, the bulk of man- 
kind live in fuch a contradiftion to 
Aemfelves, that there is no charaftcr fo 
hard to be met with as one, wWch, upon 
a critical cxiimination, win appear alto- 
gether uniform, and in every point con- 
fiftent with itfelf. 

If fuch a contraft was only obfervable 
in the different ftages of a man's life, it 
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woulcj ccafe to be cither a matter of 
wonder or of juft reproach. Age, ex- 
perience, ?nd much reflexion, may na- 
turally enough be fuppofed to alter a 
man's fenfe of things, and fo entirely to 
transform blm, that, not only in out- 
ward appearances, but in the very caft 
and turn of his mind, he may be as un- 
like and different from the man he was 
twenty or thirty years ago, as be ever 
Was from any thing of his own fpecies. 
This, I fay, is naturally to be accounted 
for, and in fomc cafes might be fH-aUC' 
worthy too ; but the obfervation is to 
be made of men in the fame period of 
their lives, that, in the Aime day, fome- 
tknefl in the very fame aftion, tbcy arc 
utterly inconfiftent and irreconcileablc 

with thcmfclTes,- Look at a man in 

one Hght, and he fballfeem wife, pent* 
trating, difcreet, and brave : behold htm 
in another point of view, and you fee a 
creature all over folly and indifcretion, 
weak and timorous, as cowardice aad 
indifcretion can make him. A man 
ftiall appear gentle, courteoue, and be- 
p 2 
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ncTolent to all mankind; follow hiitl 
into hU own houre, may be you fee a 
tyrant, mbrofe and favagc to all whofe 
ha^pitiefs depends upon his kinduefs. 
A third iti his general behaviour is 
"found to be generdus, difintercfted, 
humane, and friendly,— hear but the 
£td ftory of the friendlefs orphans, too 
creduloufly trufting all thrir little fuh- 
Aance into tus hands, and he ihall ap- 
pear more fordid, more pitilefs and un- 
juft, than the injured thcmfclvcs have 
bittemefs to paint him. Another fliall 
be charitable to the poor, uncharitable 
in his ccnfures and opinions of all the 
reft of the world befidesi — temperate 
in his appetites, intemperate in his 
tongue J (hall have too much tonfcicncc 
' and religion to cheat the man who trufts 
-faim, and, perhaps, as far as the bufmefs 
of debtor and creditor extends, ihall be 
juft and fcrupulous to the uttcrmoft 
mite; yet, in matters of full as great 
concern, where he is to have the han- 
dling of the party's reputation and good 
name,— the dcareft, the tcndercft pro- 
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pcrty the man has, he will do him irre- 
parable damage, and rob him there with- 
out mcafurc or pity.— 

And this feems to be that particular 
piece of inconfiftcncy and contradiftion 
which the text is levelled at, in which ~ 
the words feem fo pointed, as if St. 
James had known more flagrant in- 
llanccs of this kind of dclufion, than 
what had fallen under the obfervation of 
any of the reft of the apoftles j he being 
more remarkably vehement and copious 
upon that fubjeft than any other. 

Doubtleft fomc of his converts bad 
been nQtqripi^Qy wicked and licentious 
in this remorfelef? pradlce of defama- 
tion and eyil-fpeaking. Perhaps the 
holy man, thofigh fpotlefs a^ an ange| 
(for no charafter is too facrcd for ca^ 
lumny to blacken), had gricvoufly fuf- 
fcred himfelf, and, as his bleflcd mafte? 
foretold him, had been cruelly reviled, 
^TiAtyW/poken of. 

All his labours in the gofpel, his un- 
afieded and perpetual folicitude for the 
prefcrvatton of his flock, bis watchings 
P 3 
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and fadings, his poverty, his natural 
fimplicity and innocence of iife, all per- 
haps were not enough to defend him 
from this unruly weapon, fo full of 
deadly poifon. And what in all hkeli- 
bood might move his forrow and indig- 
nation more, fome who feemed the moft 
devout and zealous of all his converts, 
were the moft mercilefs and uncharita- 
ble in that refped : Having a form of 
godlinefs, full of bitter cnvyings and 
ftrife. 

"With fuch it is that he expofiulatcs h 
krgely in the third chapter of his epif- 
tlc : and there is fomething in his viva- 
city tempered with fuch afieflion and 
concern, as well fuited the charaSer of 
an infpired man. My brethren, fays 
the apoftle, thefe things ought not to 
be. — The wifdom that is from above ig 
pure, peaceable, gentle, full of mercy, 
without partiality, without hypocrify. 
The wifdom from above,— that hea- 
venly religion which I have preached to 
you, is pure, alike and confiftent with 
itfelf in all its parts i like its great Au- 
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fhor, 'cis univcrfally kind and benevolent 
in all cafes and ctrcumftanccs. Its Arft 
glad tidings, victc peace upon earth, 
good-will towards men; its chief cor- 
ner-ftone, its moft diftinguifliing cb*- 
rader is love, that kind piinciplc which 
brought it down, ill ths -pure cxcrcifc 
of which cGolills the chief enjoyment of 
heaven from whence it came. But this 
prance, my brethren, conieth not from 
above, but it is earthly, fenfual, devihfh, 
full of confufion and every evil work. 
Refleft then a moment } can a fountain 
fend forth, at the fame place, fweet water 
and bitter ? Can the fig-tree, my bre- 
thren, bear olivc-berrics ; cither a viw, 
figs ? Lay your hands upon your hearts, 
and let your confciences fpeak* — 0«g,ht 
not the fame juft principle, which te- 
ftrains you from cruelty and wrong in 
one cafe, equally to withhold you from 
it in another ? — Sotild not charity and 
good-will, like the principle of life, cir- 
culating through the fmalleft veffels in 
every member, ought it not to operate 
as regularly upon you, throughout, as 
P 4 
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well upon your words as upon your ao- 
tions f 

If a man is wife and endued with 
knowledge, let him fhcw it, out of a 
good converfation, with meeknefs of 
■wifdem. But ■ if any man amongft 
you fecmeth to be religious-i — fccmeth 
to be,— —for truly religious he cannot 
be, — and bridleth not his tongue, but 
dcccivcth his own heart, this man's reli- 
gion is Tiun.'p- This is the full force 
of St. James's reafoning, upon which I 
have dwelt the more, it being the foun- 
dation, upon which is grounded this 
clear decifion of the matter left us in 
the text. In which the apoftlc feeras to 
have fet the two characters of a Oiint and 
a flanderer at fuch variance, that one 
would have thought they could never 
have had a heart to have met together 
again. But there are no alliances too 
■ftrange for this world.— —How many 
may we obferve every day, even of the 
gentler fex, as well as our own, who, 
without convlflion of doing much 
vrong> in the midll of a full career of 
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calumny and defamation, rire up punc- 
tual at the ftatcd hour of prayer, leave 
the cruel ftory half untold till they rc- 
turn,-*-go, — and kneel down before the 
throne of heaven, thank God that he 
had not made them like others, and that 
his Holy Spirit had enabled them to per- 
form the duties of the day, in fo chriftian 
and confcientious a manner ! 

This delufive itch for flander, too 
common in all ranks of people, whether 
to gratify a Uttlc ungenerous refent- 
menti — whether ofrener out of a prin- 
ciple of levelling, from a narrowneft 
and poverty of foul, ever impatient of 
merit and fupcriority in others ; whe- 
ther a mean ambition or the infatiate 
lull of being witty (a talent in which ill- 
nature and malice are no ingredients), 
or laftly, whether from a natural cruel- 
ty of difpofition, abftraded from all 
views and confiderations of felf: to 
which one, or whether to all jointly, we 
are indebted for this contagious mala- 
dy, thus much is certain, from what- 
ever feeds it fprings, the growth and 



C3.l:.-:iMC00tjk 



2iS S E R M O N XI. 

progrefs of it are as deltrufttve to, as 
they are unbecoming, a civilized people. 
To pafs a hard and ill-natured rcficdion. 
Upon an undefigning adion ; to invent, 
or, ■which, is equally bad, to propagate 
a vexatious report without cololir and 
grounds J to plunder an innocent man 
of his charadter and good name, a jewel 
which, perhaps, he has ftarvcd himfcif 
to purchafe, and probably would hazard 
his life to fecure ; to rob him at the 
fame time of his happinefs and peace 
of mind, perhaps his bread, — the bread, 
maybe, of a virtuous family: and in all 
this, as Solomon fays of the madman, 
who cafteth firebrands, arrows and 
death, and faith. Am I not in fport? 
all this out of wantonncfs, and oftener 
from worfe motives ; the whole appears 
fuch a compHcation of badnefs, as re- 
quires no words or warmth of fancy to 
aggravate. Pride, treachery, envy, hy- 
pocrify, malice, cruelty, and fcif-love, 
may have been faid, in one fliape or 
other, to have occafioned alt the frauds 
and mifchief's tliat ever happened in the 
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worM ; but the chances againft a coin- 
cidence of them all in one perfon are fo 
many, that one would have fuppofed 
the charader of a common flanderer as 
rare and difficult a produ^ion in nature 
as that of a great genius, which feldom 
happens above once in an age. 

But whatever was the cafe, when St. 
James wrote his epiftle, we have been 
very fuccefsful in later days, and have 
found out the art, by a proper manage- 
ment of light and ihade, to compound 
all thefe vices together, fo as to give 
body and ftrength to the whole, whilit 
no one but a difccrning artifl: is able to 
difcover the labours that join in finifli- 

ing the pidure. And, indeed, like 

many other bad originals in the world, 
— it (lands in need of dl the difguife it 
has.— For who could be enamoured of 
a charader, made up of fo loathforac 

a compound, could they behold it 

naked,— in its crooked and deformed 
(hape,- — —with all its natural and de- 
tefted infirnuties laid open to public 
view? 
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And, therefore, it were to be wiflicd, 
that one could do in this malignant cafe 
of the mind, — what is generally done 
for the public good, in the more malig- 
nant and epidemical cafes of the body, 
— that is, — when they arc found infec- 
tious, — to write a hiftory of the dif- 
tcmper, — and afccrtain all the fyrop- 
toms of the malady, fo that every one 
might know, whom he might venture 
10 go near, with tolerable Cafety to him- 

felf. But alas ! the fymptoms of this* 

appear in fo many ftrangc and contra-^ 
diSory fliapes, and vary fo wonderfully 
wish the temper and habit of the patient, 
that they are not to be claffcd, — or re- 
duced to any one regular fyftcm. 

Ten thoufand are the vehicles in which 
this deadly poifon is prepared and com- 
municated to the world, — and, by fomc 
artful hands, 'tis done by fo fubtle and 
nice ah infufion, that it is not to be 
tailed or difcovered, but by its cflFe£ts. 

How frequently is the honefty and in- 
tegrity of a man difpofcd of by a fmiie 
or a ihrug ? — How many good and gc- 
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nerous aftions have been funk intb ob" 
livion by a diftraftful look,— or ftampt 
with the imputation of proceeding from 
bad motives, by a myftcrioua and. fea- 
fonable whifper ? 

Look into companies of thofe whofc 

gentle natures fliould difarm them, . 

we fliall find no better account. '■ 

How large a portion of chaftity is fent 
out of the world by diftant hints,—— 
nodded away, and cruelly winked into 
fufpicion, by the envy of thofe who arc 
paft all temptation of it themfeives ? 
'—How often dpes the reputation of 
a helplefs creature bleed by a report— 
Which the party, who is at the pains to 
propagate it, beholds with much pity 
and fellow-feeling, that flie is hearti- 
ly forry for it,— hopes in God it is not 

true; however, as Archbifliop Til- 

lotfon wittily obferves upon it, is rc- 
folved, in the mean time, to give the re- 
port her pafs, that at leaft it may have 
fair play to take its fortune in the world, 
—to be believed or not, according to 
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the charity of thofc, into whofc hands it 

fhall happen to fall. 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of 
experiments, to fatiate as well as difgutfe 
itfelf. But if thefc fmoother weapons 
cut fo fore,— what fliaii we fay of open 
and unblufhing fcandal-^-fubjcaed to no 
caution, — tied down to no reftraints ? — 
If the one, like an arrow fhot in the 
dark, aces neverthelefs fo much fecrct 
mifchlef, — this, like the peftilence which 
rageth at noon-day, fwccps all before it, 
levelling without diftinftion the good 
and the bad ; a thoufand fall befidc it, 
and ten thoufand on its right-hand, — 
they fall — fo rent and torn in this tender 
part of them, fo unmercifully butcher- 
ed, as fomctimes never to recover cither 
the wounds,— or the angmfh of heart,— 

which they have occaftoned. 

But there is nothing fo bad which will 
not admit of fomething to be faid in its 
defence. 

And here it may be aflted, — Whether 
the tncoaveniencies and ill efie^s which 
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the world feels from the licentioufncrs 
of this praflice— arc not -/ufficiently 
counterbalanced by the real influence it 

has upon men's lives and conduft ? 

Ihat if there was no evil fpeaking in 
the world, thoufands would be encou- 
raged to do ill, — and would rulh into 
many indecorums, like a horfe into the 
battle, — were they fure to efcape the 
tongues of men. 

That if wc take a general view of the 
world,— we ihall find that a great deal 
of virtue,— at leaft of the outward ap- 
pearance of itj'-is not fo. much from 
any fixed principle, as the terror of what 
the world will fay, — and the liberty it 
will take upon the occafions we fhall 
give. 

That, jf We defcend to particulars, 
numbers are every day taking more pains 
to be well fpoken of,— than what would 
ai^ually enable them to live fo aa to de> 
fcrve it. 

That there are many of both fcxes, 
who can fupport life well enough, with- 
out honour and chaftity, — who, without 
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reputation (which is but the opinirti 
which the world has of the matter), 
would hide their heads in (hamc, and 
fink down in utter defpair of happiners. 
— No doubt the tongue is a weapon, 
which does chaftifc many indecorums, 
which the laws of men will not reach, 
—and keeps many in awe— whom con- 
fcience will not, — and where the cafe is 
indifputably flagrant, — the fpeaking of 
it in fuch words as it defervcs, — fcarcc 
comes within the prohibition. — In many 
<;ares, 'tis hard to exprefs ourfelves fo as 
to fix a diftinSion betwixt oppofite cha- 

rafters, and fomctimes it may be as 

much a debt we owe to virtue, and as 
great a piece of juftice, to cxpofe a vicious 
character, and paint it in its proper 
colours,— ^as it is to fpeak well of the 
deferving, and defcribe his particular 

virtues. And, indeed, when wc inflift 

this punifhment upon > the bad, merely 
out of principle, and without indulgence 
to any private paflion of our own, — 'tis 
a cafe which happens fo feldom, that 
one might venture to except it. 



C3.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



S E ft M O N XI. 315 

However, to thofc, who in this objcc- 
•tlon are really concerned for the caufe 
of virtue, 1 cannot help recommending 
what would much more effedually fervc 
her intereft, and be a furer tokdn of their 
zeal and attachment tb hcf : And that 
is, — in all fuch plain inftances where it 
feems to be duty, to fix a diftinflion 
betwixt the good and the bad,— to let 
their aflions fpcak it hlftcad of their 
*ordsi or at lead to let them both fpcak 
one language. We all of us talk fo 
loud againft vicious charafters, -and'are 
fo unanimous in our cry agati\ft them^— 
that an unexperienced man who only 
trufted his ears, would imagine the 
whole world was in fln uproar about ir, 
^d that mankind wefe alt afliKisting 
together, to hunt vice utterly oiit of this 

worldi-' — Shift the fcene ^and let 

ilim behold the reception which vice 
meets with, — he will fee the conduft 
and behaviour of the world 'towards it, 
fo oppofite to their declaration8,-»~hc 
will find all"-' he heard, fo contradifted 
by what'-he &w,-*as to leave Mm. Hi 

VOt. VI. Q^ 
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doubt ivhich of lus fcnfcs he is to truf^,' 
'■^-ot 'm vtuch of the two cafes, man* 
lund were really in carneft. Was there 
'Wrtue enough in the vorld to make a 
general ftand againft this cootradifiion, 
:»-that i$> — was every one who dcfervcd 
to be ill fpoken of— fure to be ill looked 
on too } — ^was it a certain . confc^uencc 
of the lo& of a man's charafter, — to 
lofehii friends,— to lofe the advantage* 
of bis bitth and fortune, — and thence- 
forth be univerfally fliunned, univerlally 
iUg^ted. 

Was no quality a (helter againft the 
indecorums of the other fex, but was 
ETCry woman ^tbout diftinftion,-^— 
vrbo had juftly forfeited her reputatiiHH- 
— iFrom that moment was flie fure to 
forfeit likewife all claim to civility and 
Mfpeft— 

Or in a wwd, could it be eflabliflied 
as a law in our ceremonial,— —due 
whererer chara&crs in either fex ^rere 
become notorious, — it Ihould be deemed 
inf^motts, either to pay or recciTC a vifit 
ftom tlKm, and the dow wets to be ihut 
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againll tbera in all the public [daces', 
tffli they had fatUfied the world by giv- 
ing tcftimony of a better, A few 

fuch plain and honeft maxims faithfnUy 
put in praflicc,—— would force ut 
upon fome degree of reformation. Titt 
this is done,— it avails 4ittie that we have 
no mercy upon them with ^our tongoctfj 
fincc they cfcape without feeling .any 
other inconvenience. 

We, all cry out that the wdrM isC^r^ 
rupt, — and I fear too jaftly-y— but . Vft 
never rcflea, what we have-to thank for 
it, and that our open countenance of 
vice, which gives the lie to our private 
cenfures of it, is its chief protedion and 
encouragement.^-^ To thofe however 
who ftill believe that evi!>fpeaking is 
fome terror to evil-doers, one may an- 
fwer, as a great man has done upon the 
occafton, — that after all our exhorta- 
tions againft it,— 'tis not to be fcsafed, 
but that there will be evil-fpeaking - 
enough left in the world to chaflife the 
guilty, — and we may fafely truft them 
to an ill-natured world, that there wili 
Q.a 
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be no jfailur£ of juftice upon this fcoro. 
—The paffions of. men arc pretty fevere 
executioners, and to them- let us leave 
this ungrateful talk,— and rather our" 
felTcs endeavour to cultivate that more 
firiendly one, recommended by the apof- 
tle,^ — of letting all bitternefs, and wrath, 
and clamour, and evil-fpcaking, be put 
avray firom us, — of being kind to one 
another^ tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chrilt's lake 
forgave U9. Aiaco^ 



So) i 

l\i,: - ... 
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Jofeph's Hiftory conridered. 

Forgivcncfs of InjuricSr 



OBHIWS L. 15. 

And when Joleph''* bmhren &w diat dieii fftbot vii 

dead, they f)id, Jofepb will peradveDture hale n«i 

and will certainly requite u* all the erili wbicli we 

did unto him, 

rr^HiRi are few inftances of the 
■■■ cxcrcife of particular virtues which 
feem harder to attain to, or n^ich 
appear more amiaUe and engaging 
in themfelves, than thofe of modera- 
tion and the forgivenefs of injuries; 
and when the temptations againft them 
happen to be heightened by the bitter- 
nefs of a provocation on one hand, and 
the fairners of an opportunity to retaliate 
on the other, the inftanccs then are truly 
great and heroic. The words of the 
Q-3 
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text, which are the confultation of the 
fons of X^cob amongft themfclves upon 
their father ITrael's death, when> bccaufc 
it was in Jofeph's power to revenge the 
deadly injury they had formerly done 
him, they concluded in courfc, that it 
was in his intention, — will lead us to a 
beautiful' examprp of this kind in the 
charader and behaviour of Jofeph con- 
fequent thereupon; and as it feems a 
perfed and very engaging pattern of 
forbearance, it may not be improper to 
make it fervc for the ground-work of a 

difcourfe upon that fubjeft. The 

-whole tranfa<^ion, from the firft occa- 
fion given by Jofeph in his youth, to 
this laft ad: of remiilion, at the conclu* 
fion of his life, may be faid to be a 
mader-piece of hiftory. There is not 
only in the manner throughout, fucfa a 
htq)py though uncommon mixture of 
fimplicity and grandeur, which is a 
Aottble cbarafler fo bard to be united, 
tfaat> it js feldom to be met with in com- 
p£|fitions merely human ;-— but it is 
likewilc ti^atod with the greateft variety 
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ef tender and affecting circumftances, 
which would afford matter for reflec- 
tions ufeful for. the condud of almoft 
every part and llage of a man's life.— 
But as the words of the text, as well aa; 
the iatention and compals of this dif* 
courfe, particularly confine me to fpeak 
only to one point> namely the forgiye- 
Qefs of injuries, it wilt be proper only ta 
confider fuch circumftances of the ftory, 
aa wiU place this inftance of it in its jull; 
fight, and then proceed to take a more 
general ufe of the great example o£ 
modemtion anil forbearance, which it 
ii»s before us. 

It feems ftrange at firft fight, that 
after the Tons of ^ob had fallen inta 
Jofcpfa's ■ power, when they were forced 
by the forencfs of the ^rnine to go down 
into Egypt to buy corn, and had found 
him too good a man even to cxpoAu- 
late with them for an injury, which he 
feemed then to have digefted, and piout 
ly to have refolTed into the oTer-rulmg 
providence of God, for the prefervation 
«f much people^ how they could ever 
Q-4 
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zfter queftion the uprightnefs of hit in- 
tentions, or entertain the leaft fufpicion 
that his reconciliation was difiembkd. 
Would not one have imagined^ that 
the man who had difcovered fuch. a 
goodncfs of foul, that he fought where 
to weep, becaufe he could ntt bear the. 
ftragglcs of a counterfeited harlhnefs, 
could never be fufpcfted afterwards of ' 
intending a rest one ; — and that he only 
waited till their father Ifracl's death tQ: 
requite them all the evil which th(?y 
had done unto himf What ftiU add«' 
to this diiScuky is, that his affii^onate 
manner in making himfelf known to 

jhem : his goodnefs in forbaring 

not only to reproach thetn for the. in-; 
jury they ■ had formerly done him, but , 
extenuating and excufing the fault to, 
themfelvcs,- "iiis comforting and fpcaking 
kindly to them, and feconding all with' 
the tendereft marks of an undifguifed 
fbrgivenefs, in falling upon their necks 
ana weeping aloud, that all. the houfc 
of Pharaoh heard him ; that more- 
over thig behaviour of Jofcph could not 
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appear to them, to be the effeft of any 
wariA and fudden tranfpoTt, which might 
as fuddenly give way to other reflec- 
tionsj but that it evidently fprung from 
a fettled principle of uncommon gene- 
rofity in his nature, which was above 
the temptation of malting ufc of an op- 
portunity for revenge, which the courfe 
of God's providence had put into his 
hands for better purpofes ; and what 
might ftill feem to confirm this, was 
the evidence of his anions to them af- 
terwards, in bringing them and all their 
houfehold up out of Canaan, and placing 
them near him in the land of Gofhen, 
the richeft part of Egypt, where they 
had had fo many years experience of his 
love and kindnefs. And yet it is plain 
all this did not clear his motive from 
fufpicion, or at leart themfclves of fome 
apprehenfions of a change in his con- 
duft towards them. And was it not that 
the whole tranfaftion was written under 
the direction of the Spirit of truth, and 
that other hiftorians concur in doing 
juftice to Jofcph's charaftcr, and fpcak 
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of him as a compaffionate and merciful 
man, one would be apt, you will fay, to 
imagine here, that Mofes might pof- 
fibly have omitted fomc circumftances 
of Joseph's behaviour, which had alarm-> 
ed his brethren, betwixt the time of his 
firfl reconciliation and that of their 

father's death. For they could not 

be fufpicious of his intentions without 
fomc caufe, and fear where no fear was. 

But does not a guilty confciencc 

often do fo; and tho* it has the grounds, 
yet wants the power to think itfelf 
fife? 

And could we look into the hearts of 
thofe who know they deferve ill, we 
fhould find many an inllance, where a 
kindnefs from an injured hand, where 
there was leaft reafon to expeft one, 
has ftruck deeper and touched the heart 
with a degree of remorfe and concern, 
which perhaps no feverity or relentment 
could have readied. This reflection will 
in fpme meafure help to explain this 
difEculty, which occurs in the flory. 
For it is obfcrvable, that when the in- 
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jury they had done their brother was 
firft committed, and the faft was frefli 
upon their minds, and moft likely to 
have filled them with a fcnfc of guilt, 
we find no acknowledgment or com> 
plaint to one another of fuch a load, as 
one might imagine it had laid upon 
them ; and from that event, through a 
long courfe of years, to the time they had 
gone down to Egypt, we read not once 
of any forrow or compun£lion of heart, 
which they had felt during all that time, 
for what they had done. They had art- 
fully impofed upon their parent-r~(and 
as men arc ingenious cafuifts in their 
own a^iirs) they had, probably, as art- 
fully impofed upon their own confci- 
cnces; — and poffibly had never impar- 
tially reflefted upon the aftion, or con- 
fidered it In its juft light, till the many 
a£ts of their brother's love and kindnefs 
had brought it before them, with all the 
Circumftances of aggravation which hia 
behaviour would naturally give it,— — 
They then began maturely to confider 
what they had done,<~-tbat they bad 
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firft undefcrvcdly ^atcd him in his child- 
hood for that, which if it was a ground 
of complaint, ought rather to have been 
charged upon the indifcretion of the 
parent, than confidcred as a fault in him. 
That upon a more juft examination and 
a better knowledge of their brother^ 
they had wanted even that pretence.— 
It was not a blind partiality which feem^ 
ed firft to have direftcd their father's af- 
fcftion to him — tho' then they thought 

fo, for doubtlcfs fo much goodncfs 

and benevolence as flione forth in his 
nature, now that he was a man, could 
not lay all of it fo deep concealed in his 
youth, but the fagacity of a parent's eye 
would difcover it, and that in courfc 
their enmity towards him was founded 
upon that which ought to have won their 
efteem.— lliat if he had incautioufly 
added envy to their ill-will in reporting 
his dreams, which prefaged his future 
greainefs, it was but the indifcretion of 
a youth unpraflifed in the world, who 
had not yet found out the art of dif- 
fembling his hopes and exppftations. 
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aild 4^3 fciirce arrived at an age to 
Comprehend there was fuch a thing in 

the world as envy and ambition j ■ . 

that if fuch offences in a brother, fo 
fairly carried their own excufcs with 
them, what could they fay for them- 
fclyes, when they confidered it was for 
.this they had almoft unanimoufly con- 
fpired to rob, him of his life ;— and 
though they were happily reftrained 
firom flicdding his blood upon Reuben's 
remonftrance, that they had ncvcrthe- 
lefs all the guilt of the intention to aa- 
fwcr for. That whatever motive it was 
which then flayed their hands^ their 
confciences told them, it could not be a 
good one, fince they had changed the 
fentence for one no lefs cruel in itfelf, 
and what to an ingenuous nature was 
worfe than death, to be fold for a Have. 
—The one was common to all, — the 
other only to the unfortunate. That it 
was not compalTion which then took 
place, for had there been any way open 
to that, his tears and entreaties muft 
have found it, when they faw the an- 
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guifli of his foul, vdicn he bought, 
and they would not hear.— That if 
aught ftill could heighten the remorfc 
of banifliing a youth without provoca- 
tion, fw ever from his country, and the 
protcdion of his parent, to be expofcd 
naked to the buffetings of the world, 
and die rough *hand of fome merdJefs 
mafler, they would find it in this reflec- 
tion, " That the many afflidions and 
hardlhips, which they might naturally 
have expe&cd would overtake the lad, 
oonfequent upon this a^ton, had a£tu- 
aUy fallen upon him." 
.That befides the anguifh of fufpcft- 
ed virtue, he had fek that of a prifon, 
where he had long lain negleded in a 
friendlefs condition ; and where the 
afflifUoq of it was rendered ftUl fliarper 
by the daily expedation of being re- 
. membered by Pharaoh's chief butler, 
and the difappointment of finding him- 
felf ungratefully forgotten. —— And 
though (lofes tells us, that he found 
favour in the fight of the keeper of the 
priibn, yet the POdmifl acquaints^ ut 
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* that his fuffcringg were ftill grievous ; 
That his ftet were hurt with fetten^ 
and the iron entered even into his fmh 
And no doubt, his brethren thought 
ihc fenfc of their injury muft have 
entered at the fame time, and was 
then rivetted and fixed in bis mind for 
ever. 

It is natural to imagine they argued 
and re6eded in this manner, and there 
feems no neceffity of feeking for the 
reafon of thek uncafincfs and dillruft in 
Jofeph's conduft, or any other externa! 
caufe, &ice the inward workings of 
their own minds will cafily account for 

the evil they apprehended. A ferie* 

•oi benefits and kindnefles from a man 
they had injured, gradually hei^teoed 
the idea of their own gmit, till at length 
they could not conceive, how the trefpaf* 
could be forgiven them j it appew-ed 
widj fach fi-eih circumflances of aggra- 
vation, that though they were convinced 
bis rcfentment flept, yet they thought 
it only flept, and was likely fome time 
or other to awake, and moft probab'f 
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then, that 'their father was dead, when 
the confideration of involving him iri 
his revenge had ceafed, and all the duty 
and companion he owed to the grey hairs 
and happinefs of a parent was difchargcd 
and huried with him. 

This they cxprefs in the confultation 
held amongfl themfelves in the words of 
the text ; and in the following vcrfc we 
find them accordingly fending to him 
to deprecate the evil they dreaded j and 
cither bccaufe they thought their father's 
name more powerful than their own, in 
this application — or rather, t&at they 
might not commit a frefli injury in 
fecming to fufpeft his fincerity, ■ they 
pretend their ^father's diredion ; for wc 
read they fent meflengers unto Jofeph^ 
faying. Thy father did command be- 
fore he died, — fo (hall ye fay unto Jo- 
fcph, — " Forgive, I pray thcc now, the 
trefpafs of thy brethren and their fm; 
for they did unto thee evil : and now, 
wc pray thee, forgive the trcfpafe of 
the fcrvants of the God of thy father." 
Tb? addrefs was not without art, and 
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was conceived in fuch words as fecmcd 
to fuggcft an ailment m their favour, 
• — as if it would not become him, who 
was but a fellow-lcrvant of their fa- 
ther's God, to harbour revenge, or ufe 
the power their father's God had given 
him againft his children. Nor was 
there a rcafon in any thing, but tfas 
feari of a guilty confcience to appre- 
hend it, as appears from the reception 
which the addrefs met, which was fudi 
as befpoke an uncommon goodnefs qf 
nature ; for- when they thus fpakc unto 

him, fthe hiftoriaji. fay-s*' he vcpL 

Sympathy, for the forrow and diftrefe 
of fo niany fons of his father, now ^1 
in his power, — 'pain ac fo open and in- 
genuous a confeffion of their guilt,— 
concern and pity for the long puniflj- 
ment they muft have endured by fo 
Aubborn a remorfe, which fo many- 
years fcemed not to have diminifted. 
The affefting idea of their condition, 
which had fcemed to* reduce them to 
the neccflity of holding up (heir hands 
for mercy, when they had loft their pro- 

TOL. TI> a 
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te&orj — &> many tender paflions ftnig* 
gling together at once overcame him j 
— he burft into tears, which fpoke 
vhat language could not attempt. It 
will be needlefs therefore to enlarge any 
further upon this incident, which fur- 
tuflics us with fo beautiful a pidure of a 
compaffionate and for^ving temper, 
•that I think no words can heighten it ; 
—but rather let us endeavour to find 
out by what helps and reafoning, the 
patriarch might be fuppofed to att^n to 
fo exalted and engaging a virtue. Per- 
haps you will fey, " That one fo tho- 
roughly convinced, as Jofeph feemed 
to be, of the over-ruling providence of 
God, which fo evidently makes ufe <^ 
■the malice and paflions of , men, and 
turns them as inftruments in his hands 
to work his own righteoufiicfs and bring 
about his eternal decrees, — and of 
which his own hiftory was fo pl^n an 
jnftance, could liot have far to feck for 
an argument to forgivenefs, or feet 
much ftri^gk in ftifljng an inclination 
agiunft it."— —But let any man lay bis 
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■ hand upon his heart and fay, hov often, 
in inftances where, anger and revenge, 
bad feized him, has this dodrine come 
in to his aid ? — In the bitternefs of an. 
affront, how often has it calmed b'ls paf- 
fions, and checked the fury of his re- 
fcntment ? — True and univerfally be- 
lieved as the dodrine is amongft us, it 
feldom does this fervice, though fo well 
fuitcd for it, and like fomc wife ftatute, 
never executed or thought of, though 
in full force, lies as unheeded as if it wat 
not in being. , 

'Tis plain 'twas otherways in the prc- 
fent inftance, where Jofeph feems to ac- 
knowledge the influence it had upon 
him, in his declaration,—" that it was 
not they, but God who fent him." And 
does not this virtue fliine the brighteft 
in fuch a pious application of die. per* 
fuaiion Xfy fo. benevolent a purpofe \ 

Without derogating front the merit 
of his forbearance, he might be fup- 
pofed to have cad an eye upon the 
change and uncertainty of human affairs 
which he had feen himfelf, and which 
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had convinced him we were all in omf 
another's power by turns, and ftand in* 
need of one another's pity and compaf- 
fion: and that tof rcftrain the cruel- 
ties and ftop the infolcnces of men's rc- 
fcntments, God has fo »»dered it in the 
eourfe of his providence,' that very oftens 
in this worlds — our revenges return upon 
our own heads, and men's vioient deat 
ings upon their own pates. 

And, befides thefe confiderariotre,-^ 
that, in generoufly forgiving an enemy, 
he was the tnicft friend to his own cha- 
ncer, and IhouM gain more to it by 
facb an tnftance of fubduhig his fpnit, 
than ^ he had taken a city*— — The 
brave only know how to forgive j-^— 
k is the raofi refined and generous pitch 
of virtue human nature can arrive at.-^ 
* Cowards have done good and lund 
a^ons, — cowards have even fought— 
nay fometimes even conquered f-— but H 
coward never forgave. — It is not in hir 
nature i-^^^-tbe power of doing it flow» 

* Chrifiian Hero. 
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<only from a firength and greatnefs of 
foul, confcious of its owd force and fe- 
fcurity, and above the Uttle temptations 
of refecting every fruidels attempt to in- 
terrupt its happinefs. Moreover, fctting 
^de all confiderations of lus charader, 
in paf£ng -by an injury, be vas die tnieft 
friend likewife to his own happnefs and 
peace of mind ; he never felt that fret- 
ful ftorra ^of palHons, -which hurry men 
on to a£ts of revenge, or fuffcred thofc 
^angs of horror which .purfue it. Thus 
he might poffibly argue, and no farther.; 
—for want of a better foundation and 
l>cttcr helps, he could raife the building 
oo higher.; — to carry it upwards to iti 
^rfedion, we muft call in to our aid that 
more fpiritual and reiiaed doctrine in- 
troduced upon it by "Chrift^, namely, te 
forgive a brother, not only to feven 
times, bttt to Seventy times feven, ■■■■ 
4hat is, without limitation. 

In this, the excellency of the golpd 

is faid, by feme one, to appear with' a 

remarkable advantage i ** That a chrift- 

iaa is as much difpofed to -love anxd 

■ » 3 
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ferve you, when your enemy, as the 

m^re moral man can be, when he is 

your friend." This no doubt is the 

tendency of his religion — but how often 
or in what degrees it fuccecds, — how 
nearly the pradice keeps pace with the 
thdary, the alKwife Searcher into the 
hearts 6f men, alone is able to deter- 
mine. But it is to be feared, that fuch 
great effeiSs arc not fo fenfibly felt, as 
a fpeculative man would cxpcSt {torn 
fuch powerful motives ; and there U 
many a chrillian fociety, which would 
be glad to compound amongft them- 
fclves for fomc Icflcr degrees of per- 
fedion on one hand, were they fare to 
be exempted, oh the other, from the bad 
cffeds of thofe fretful paHions which 
are ever taking, as well as ever giving, 
the occafions of ftrife } the beginnings 
of which Solomon aptly compares to 
the letting out of waters, the opening a 
."breach which no one can be fure to ilop 
till it has proceeded to the moil fatal 
events. 



C3.I; :i/,C>(K>tjl>J 



S E R M O N XU. 2jff 

\yith juftice therefore might the fon 
of Sirach conclude, concerning prido, 
that fecret fiream, which adminifters to 
Ae overflowings of rcfcntments, that 
it was not made for man, nor furious 
anger for him that>is bom of a woman. 
That the one did not become his Ha- 
tion, and that the other was deftruflive 
to all the happinefs he was intended to 
receive from it. How miferably then 
mu(t thofc men turn tyrants againft 
themfelves, as well as others, who grow 
fplenetic and revengeful, not only upon 
the little unavoidable oppofitions and 
offences they muft meet with in the 
commerce of the world ; but upon 
thofe which only reach them by report, 
and accordingly torment their tittle fouls 
with meditating how to retiun the inju- 
ry, before they arc certain they have re- 
ceived one? Whether this eager fenfi- 
bility of wrongs and rcfentment arifes 
from that general caufe, to which the 
fon of Sirach feems to reduce sdl fierce 
anger and paiBon ■, or whether to a cer- 
tain fournds of temper, ivhich Hands in 

K 4 
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CTcry body's way, and therefore fubjfift 
to be often hurt : from whichever caufe 
the diforder fptingG, the advice of the 
author of the book of Ecclefiailicus is 
proper : " Admonlfli a friend, fays he, 
it tnay be he hath not done it ; and if he 
have, that he do it not again. Admo- 
nilh thy friend, it may be he hath not 
faid it i and if he have, that he Ipeak it 
cot again. There is that flippeth in his 
fpeecb, but not from his heart: and 
who is he, who hath not offended with 
his tongue ?" 

I cannot help taking notice here of a 
certain fpecies of forgivenefs, which ia 
fcldom enforced or thought of, and yet 
is no way below our regard : 1 mean the 
forgivenefs of thofe, if we may be al- 
lowed the expreflion, whom we have in- 
jured ourfelves. One would think that 
the. difficulty of forgiving could only 
reft on the fide of him who has received 
the wrong ; but the truth of the faft is 
often otherwife. The confcioufnefs of 
having provoked another's refentraent 
often excites the j^greffor to keep bc- 



C;,.,; :l-,C(K>tjk 



S E R M O N Xni 949 

fore-hand with the man he has hurt, and 
not only to hate him for the evil he ex- 
pefts in return, but even to purfue hita 
down, and put it out of bis power to 
make reprifali. 

The bafcncrs of this is fuch, that it is 
fufBcient to make the fame obfcrvation, 
which was made upon the crime of par- 
ricide amongft the Grecians : — it was fo 

black, their legiflators did not fup- 

pofe it could be committed, and there- 
fore made no law to punilh it. 
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Duty of fetting Bounds to our 
Deiires. 



And he fald unto him. Say now unto her, Bdioli), tboq 
baft been careful for us wiih all Ais can ;— what j/t 
to be done for thee !— wouldft thou be fpo^D for t» 
the king, or the captain of the hoft ?— And the an- 
fwered, I dwell among mine own people. 



T 



H E firft part of the text is the words. 

which the prophet Elifha puts into 
the mouth of his fcrvant Gchazi, as a 
meflagc of thanks to the woman of 
Shuncm for her great kindnefs and 
hofpitality, of which, after the acknow- 
ledgment of his juft fenfe, which Ge- 
hazi is bid to deliver in the words^ 
^* Behold, thou hall been careful for us 
with all this care j" — he direfts him to 
enquire in what manner he may beft 
pi^c'a return in difchargc of the obU- 
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gation, — •• What fliall be done for thee ? 
Wouldft thou be fpoken for to the king, 
or the captain of the hoft ?" The laft 
part of the text is the Shunamitc's an- 
iwer, which implies a rcfufal of the ho- 
nour or advantage which the prophet 
intended to bring upon her by fuch an 
application, which (he indireftly cx- 
preffes in her contentment and fatisfac- 
tion, with what (he enjoyed in her pre- 
sent ftation ; " I dwell among mine own 
people." This inftance of fclf-denial in 
the Shunamite, is but properly the in- 
troduction to her ftory, and gives rife 
to that long and very pathetic tranfac- 
tion, which follows in the fupernatural 
grant of a child, which God had many 
years denied her.— The affefting lofa of 
him as foon as he was grown up — and 
his reftoration to life by Elilha, after he 
had been fome time dead ; the whole of 
which, though extremely interefting, and 
forming fuch incidents as would afford 
fufficicnt m«ter for inftruflion, yet, as 
it will not fall within the intention of 
^8 difcovurfc, } ihall beg leave at this 
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titoe barely to confider thefe previous 
circumftances of it, to which the text 
confines me ; upon which I Ihall en- 
large with fuch reflcflions as occur, and 
then proceed to that praftical ufe and ex- 
hortation, which will naturally fall horn it. 
Wc find that after Eliflia haa refcued 
the diftreffed widow and her two fona 
from the hands of the creditor, by the 
miraculous muUlplication of her oi).— 
that he pafled on to Shuncm, where, we 
read, was a great woman, and flic con- 
ftrained him to eat bread } and fo it was,^ 
that, as often as he paffed by, he turnecf 
in thither to eat bread. The' facrcd" 
hiftorian fpcaks barely of her temporat 
condition and ftaiion in life — '* That 
flie was a great woman,'* but defcribcs' 
Hot the more material part of her, her 
virtues and charader, becaufe they were 
more evidently to be difcovered from the 
tranfadion itfelf, from which it appears, 
that fhe was not only wealthy, but like-, ' 
wife charitable, and of a very confidcr- 
ate turn of mind. For after many re- 
peated invitations and entertainments at 
her houfe, finding his occafions called 
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him to a frequent paffagc that way ; — flie 
moves her hulband to fet up and furoilh 
a lodging for him, with all the conveni- 
encies which the fimplicity of thofe times 
required : *' And Ihc fatd unto her huf- 
band. Behold, now I perceive that this 
is an holy man of God, which pafieth 
by us continually; let us make him a 
little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall, 
and let us fet for him there a bed, and a 
tabic, and a ftool, and a candleftick; 
and it fliall be, when he cometh to us, 
that he fhall turn to thither." — She per- 
ceived he was a holy man, — (he had 
many opportunities, - as he pafled by 
them continually, of obferving his beha- 
viour and deportment, which the had 
carefully remarked, and faw plainly, 
what he was. That the fan£tity and 
fimplicity of his manners, — the feverity 
of his life, — and zeal for the religion of 
his God, and the uncommon fervency 
of his devotion, when he worfliipped 
before him^ which feemed his whole 
bufmefs and employment upon earth ; 
—all befpoke him not a man of this 
world, but one whofe heart and afiec- 
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tion& were fixed upon another objeft, 
which was dearer and more important to 
iiim. But as fuch outward appearances 
may and often have been counterfeited, 
fo that the anions of a man are certain- 
ly the only interpreters to be relied on, 
whether fuch colours are true or falfe 
— ■fo fhe had heard that all ^s of a 
piece there, and that he was throughout 
coofiftent ; that be had never in any one 
inftanoe of bis life adted as if he had any 
views in the affairs of this world, in 
which he had never interefted himfelf at 
all, but where the glory of his God, or 
the good and prcfervation of his fcUow- 
creatarcs, at firfl inclined him : that, in 
a late inftancc, before he came to Shunem, 
he had done one of the kindeff: and molt 
charitable actions that a good man could 
have done, in affifting the widow and fa- 
therlcfs ; and, as the fad was fingular, 
and had juft happened before her know- 
ledge of him, no doubt flie had heard 
the ftory with all the tender circum- 
ftances which a true report would give it 
io his favour, namely, that a certain 
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woman vhofe hnfband was lately deadf 
and had left her with her children in a 
Tcry hclplefs condition — very dcftitute— 
and, what.vas llill worfe, charged with 
a debt Ihe was not able to pay, — that her 
creditor bore exceeding hard upon her, 
and, finding her little worth in fub' 
fiance, was going to take the advantage 
which the law allowed of feizing her two 
ions for bis bondfmen ; fo that ihe had 
not only loft her hufband, which had 
made her miferable enough' already, but 
was going to be bereaved of her children, 
which were the only comfort and fupport 
of her life ; that upon her coming to 
Elifha with this fad ftory, . he was touched 
with companion for her misfortunes, 
and had ufed all the power and intercft 
which he had with his God to relievo 
and befriend her, which, in an unheard- 
of manner, by the miraculous increale 
of her oil, which was the only fub- 
ftance Ihe had left, h^ had fo bounti' 
fully efiedled, as not only to difentanglo 
her from her difficulties in paying the 
debt, but withal, what was iUU more 
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generous, to enable her to live comfort- 
ably the remainder of her daye. She 
Conftdered that charity and compaUum 
was fo leading a virtue, and had fucl^ 
an influence upon every other part of 4 
man's charader, as to be a fuScifsnl: 
proof by itfelf of the inward difpofiriop 
and goodnefs of the heart ; but that fo 
engaging an inftance of it as this, cxsr- 
cifed in fo kind and fo feafonable a man- 
ner, was a demonflratioH of bisj — and 
that he was in truth what outward cir- 
cumflancee bcfpoke^ a holy man o( 
God. ' A s the Shunamite's prindple 
and motive for her hofpitality to-£llQia 
Was juft, as it fprung firpm an idea of the 
worth and merit of her gueft, fo Uke- 
wifc was the manner, of doing it kind 
and confidcrate. It is obfervaWe flic 
does not fu)icit her hufband to affign 
him an apartment, iix her own houfe, 
but to build him a chamber on the wall 

apart; flic confidered,— — that true 

piety wanted no witnefles, and was al- 
ways mofl: at eafe when moft private ; 
—that the tumult and diftra£tion of a 

VOL. TI. S 
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large family were not fit for the fiTcrtf 
meditations of fo holy a man, vfao 
would perpetually there meet with 
fomething either to interrupt his devCN 
tion, or offend the purity of his mari- 
ners J that nHwcovcr, under fuch an 

independent roof, where he could take 
fliclter as often as his occafions required, 
Ihe thought he might tafte the plea* 
ftire which was natural to man, in pof- 
fcffing fomething Hke what he could call 
his own,— and, what is no finallpart.of 
conferring a fatour, he would fcarcc 
feel the weight df H, or at Icaft much 
ieldomer in this manner, than where a 
d^y invitation and repetition of the 
kindnefs perpetually' piit him in mind 
of his obligation. If any thing couM 
fiill add t<} this— it was that it did not 
appear to be the dry offer of a faint ei- 
TiUty, but that it came diredly from 
the heart. There is i nicety in honeft 
minds, which will not accept of a cold 
and fufpe^ted offer, — and even when it 
appears to be fincere and truly meant, 
there is a modefty in true merit which 
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knows not how to accept it ; and no 
doubt flie had one, if not both tbcfe 
difficulties to conquer in their turns. — 
For we read, that {he conftrained him, 
and in all likelihood forced his accept- 
ance of it, with all the warmth and 
friendly opennefs of a humane and ho- 
ipitable temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in 
this rdpe^ that we do not fo much 
weigh the accidental good or evil they 
do us, as that which they were defigned 
to do u8.-r— That is, we confider no 
part of them fo much as their intention ; 
and the prophet's behaviour confequent 
upon this, (hews he beheld it through 
liiis medium, or in fome fuch advantago> 
ous light as I have placed it. 

TTicre is no burden fo heavy to a 
grateful mind, as a debt of kindnefs un- 
paid 5-^and we may believe EliQia 
£ek it fo, from the eamdl defire which he 
had, i^n the immediate receipt of this^ 
to difcharge himfelf of it, which he ex* 
prcffes in the text in the warmcft man-. 
ncrj— — ^ Behold, thou hall been care* 
s 3 
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ful for us with dl this care: Wfcaf' 

Ihall be done for rthee ? Wouldft thoti; 
-^e ipcken for to the kti^, or' the cap<- 
tain of his hodt ?"*— Hiere is a degree 
-«f henoft impatience in the wordk» foc£c 
.'as was natural to' a good man, who- 
nvoidd net bebchlnd-band with his be-' 
fiefaftor. — But there is one thing wbicb' 
Hiay feem ftrange at Brfl ftght^ that as her 
'ftation and oondkion of Hfe vitas^fuch, that 
flie appeared rather to have abounded 
btlready, dun ftoed in vant of any thing 
in tUs world which fueh «n ;^Iication' 
could fup^,— «^y the' prophet fliould 
not rather bare propofed fome fplritiud 
advuitage, which, as it would bcttet 
have become the fan^ity of his t^rac- 
ter on the one lund, ' fo, on the other, it 
Would h«re done a more real and lafting. 
ferv ice to his friend. 

Bat we arc to rtflcft, that, in FctenH 
jng favours, we aft differently fcova- 
what we do in'C<)nferring them :— in. the 
one cafe we finely eonfider wbat is -beft^^ 
£— in the other, what- is tnoft acceptaUc. 
The rea&n is,: ^t we -have a right ta 
6 
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)bA according to cor omi ideas of what 
:vill do the party moll good, in the cafi: 
where wc beftow a favour;— but where 
we retmn one, we lok this right, and 
a£t according {o hiq conceptions, who 
lias obliged us, and endeavour to repay 
in fitch a manngr as we thipk it moft 
likely to be accepted yin difcharge of the 
obligation.— So that, though we are 
not to iou^ine Elilha cooJd be wanting 
in religious duties, a» well as wUhes, 
to fo bofpitable a friend» we may yet fup- 
pofe he was djre&ed here by this princi- 
ple of equity, and that in rcflciling 

in v/bzt manner he fliould xeqiute his 
iKtithJ^xcffi, he had confidered, thatta 
cmc of her afBuent condition, who had 
all the reafonable comforts of an inder 
pendent life, — -^ there was any paf- 
fion yet unlati^d, it muft certainly be 
ambidon : that though in general it way 
an irregular appetite, ^hich, in moft 
cafes, 'twas dangerous to gra^fy, yet ia 
cffedl 'twas only fo far criminal, as the 
power which is acquired was perverted 
to bad and ncious purpofes, which it 
S3 
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vas not likely to be here, from difi • 
Ji>ecimen {he had already given of her 
difpofliion, which Ihewed that if Qie- 
didwifli or an in'creafe of wealth or 
honour, fhe "wilhed it biily, as it would 
enable her more generoufly to extend 
her arm in kind ofEtes, and increafe the 
powei* as' well as the opportunities of 
doing good. 

In j'uftice to Elilha's motive, which 
miift have been good, we mull fuppofc 
he confidered his ofier In this light; and 
what principally led him to propofe if, . 
Was the great intercft which he had with 
the king of Ifracl at that time, which he 
had merited by a fignal fervice ; and as 
he had no views for hiinielf, he thought 
it could not be employed fo well as in 
eftablilhing the fortune of one, ' whofe 
^rtue might be fo fafely trufted with if. 
It was a juftlliable prepoflelTion in her 

fevour, though one, not always to 

be relied on ; foi: -there is many a one 
who in a moderate' flation, and with a 
kfler degree of power, has behaved with 
honour ' and unblcmilhed reputatioo. 
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^d whp has even bonie the buffetings 
of a^verfc fortune well, and in»nifefte4 
great prcfence and ftrengtb of mind 119' 
der it> whom ncrerthelefs a high exak' 
^tipn h^s at once overcome, and fo en- 
^rcly changed* <(s jf the party had lef^ 
not only his vlrt^c^ Uyt eyed himfclf 
^ehind him. 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded «o 
Viake this dangerous experiment of her- 
(elf, — or, which 3S more likely, that flie 
^ad learned to fet bounds 40 her defires, 
and was too well fatisftcd with ber pre- 
jjcnt condition to be tempted out of it, 
fbe declines the gffcr in the clefe of the 
tejtt:— "I dwell' axaongfi my own ^«- 
fle;" AS if (he had I^d, ^* "jiic intended 
kindncfs is far firom being fmall, but it is 
not ufeful ,to me ; I live :here, as thou Art 
a witncfs, in peace^ in a contented obfcur 
.rity; — not fo high as to provoke envy, 
nor fo low as to be trodden down and dcr 
fpifed. In this fafc and middle Aate, as 
I have livrtl amongft my own people, 
fo let me die out of the reach, both of 
tl^ cares and glories of the wojrld.-^^ 
» 4 
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^19 fit, O holy man of God ! that I Ican^ 
fome time or other to fet bounds to my 
defires, and if I cannot fix them now, 
when 1 have ahready more than my wants 
reqiure, when fliall I hope to do it ?— 
Or bow Ihould I expcft, that even this 
increafe of honour or fortune would fully 
fatisfy and content my ambition, fliouM 
I now give way to it ?" 
' So engaging an inftance of unafieAej 
mpderatipn and felf-denial, defervcs weU 
to be confidcred by the buftlers in this 
world J — becaufe if we are to truft- the 
fece and courfc of things, we fcarcc 
fee any virtue fo hard to be put ia 
prafticCi and which the generality of 
mankind feem fo unwilling to learn, as 
this <rf knowing when chey have enough, 
and when it is time to give over their 
' worldly purfuits : — Aye I but nothing 
is more eafy, you will anfwer, than to fix 
this point, and fet certain bounds to it. 
■ I ** For my own part, you will fey, I 
declare, I want and would wilh no more, 
but -a fufficicnt competency of thofe 
things, which are requifitg to the real 
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pfes and occafions of life, fuitabic to the 
iway I have been taught to expcfl fron^ 
nfe and education." — But rccolleft how 
feldom it ever happens, when thcfe points 
are fecprcd, but that new occafions and 
new neceffitics prefent themfelves, and 
every day as you grow rii;her, frcfh wants 
are difcovered which rife up before you, 
as you afccnd the hill ; fo that every ftep 
you take, — every acceffion to your for- 
tune, fet your dcfircs one degree far- 
ther from reft and fatisfaftiqn ;— that 
fomething you have not yet grafpcd, and 
poffibly never fhall;— that devil of a 
phantom unpolTefled and unpolTeflable is 
perpetually haunting you, and ftcpping 
in betwixt you and your contentment.— 
Unhappy creature ! to think of enjoying 
that bicjHng without moderation ! — o« 
imagine that fo facred a temple can be 
raifed upon the foundation of wealth or 
power! — ^If the ground-work is not laid 
within your own mind, they wiU as foon 
add a cubit to your (lature, as to your 

happinefs To be convinced it is fo, — 

pray look up to thofe who have got as 
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high as their warmed wi(hes could carr 
ry them in this afcent, — do you obfcr7e 
they hve the better, the longer, the 
merrier, — or that they flcep the founder 
ID their beds, for having twice as much 
as they wanted, or well know how to dif- 
pofe of? — Of all rules for calculating 
faappinefs, this is the moft deceitful, and 
which few but weak minds, and thofc 
unpraftired in the world too, ever think 
of applying as the meafurc in fuch an 

cftimation. Great, and inexpreffible 

may be the happinefs, which a moderate 
fortune and moderate defires with a con- 
fcioufnefs of virtue will fccure. Many 
arc thefJent plcafures of thchoneft pea- 

laht, jvho rifcs cheerful to his labour ; 

w)iy ihpjild they not?— Look into his 
houfe, the feat of each man's happinefs j 
has he rot the fame domeftic endear- 
ments, the fame joy and comfort 

in his children, and as flattering hopes of 
their doing well, to enliven his hours 
and glad his heart, as you could con- 
ceive in the higheft ftation ? And I 

tazkc no doubt in general, but if th<; 
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true ftate of his joy and fuffehngs could 
be fairly balanced with thofe of his bet- 
ters, whether any thing voi»ld appear at 
the foot of the account, but what would 
recommend the moral of this difcourfc. 
—This, I own, is not to be attained to, 
by the cynical dale trick of haranguing 
againft the goods of fortune — they were 
never intended to be talked out of the ■ 
world. — But as virtue and true wifdom 
lie in the middle of extremes, — on one 
hand, not to negled and dcfpife riches, 
fo as to forget ourfetves, and on the 
other, not to purfue and love them fo as 

to forget God i to have them fome- 

'times in our beads — but always, fomc- 
thing more important in our hearts. 
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SERMON 3IV. 

Self-Examination. 



f be ox knoweth hi* owner, and the afa hifmnAer't erifj 
—but £lnel doth not luiowj-^my people doth not 
con&der. 

^rpis a Icrrere but an afiedionate 
■■■ reproach of the prophet's, laid 
Againft dte Ifradites, vhich may fafcly' 
be applied to etcry hccdlcfs, and un- 
thankful people, who are neither won by 
God's merc'tes, or terrified by his punilh- 
mcnts. — There is a giddy, thoughtlcfe, 
kitempcrate fpirit gone forth into the 
world, which poi&fies the generality oF 
mankind, — and the reafon the world it 
endone, is, becaufe the world does not 
confider,— confidcrs neither awcful re- 
gard to God — or the true relation them- 
selves bear to him. — Could they confider 
thisy and learn to weigh the caufcs, and 
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compare the conTequences of things, and 
to exercire the reafon, which God has 
put into us for the government and di- 
reftioA of' our lives, — there would be 

fomc hopes cf a reformation: but 

as the world goes, there is no leifure for 
fuch enquiries, and fo full are our minds 
of other matters, that we have not time 
to a{k, or a heart to anfwcr the que/Hons 
' we ought to put to ourfelves. ' 

Whatever our condition is, 'tis good 
-to be acquainted with it in tim^ to be 
able to fuppty what is wanting, — and 
examine the ftate of our accounts, be- 
fore we come to give them up to a& im- 
partial judge. 

- The mod inconfiderate Jce the reafon- 
ablencfs of this, — there being few, I be- 
lieve, either fo thoughtlefs, or even fo 
bad, but that they fometimes enter upon 
this duty, and have fome fttort intervals 
of felf-examination, which they are 
forced upon, if from no other motive, 
yet at leaft to free themfelves from the 
load and opprcffion of fpirits they mull 
neceflarily be fubjcd to without it,— — 
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But as the fcripture frequently intimates 
—and obCervation confirnis it daily,— 
that there are many tuiftakcs attending 
the difcharge of this duty,— I can<. 
not make the remainder of this dif- 
courfe more ufeful, than by a ihort 
cnqtury into them. I ihall therefore, 
firA, beg leave to remind you of fome 
of the many unhappy ways, by which we 
often fet about this irkfome talk of exa- 
mining our works, without bring either 
the better or the wifer for the employ- 
ment. 

And firft then let us begin with that 
which is the foundation of almoft all the 
other falfc meafurcs we take in this mat- 
ter,— —that is, the fetting about the ex- 
amination of our works, before we are 
prepared with honelt difpofitions to 
amend them.— This is beginning the 
work at the wrong end. Thcfc previous 
difpofitions in the heart, arc the wheels 
that (hould make this work go eafily 

and fuccefsfuUy forwards, and to 

-.take them off, and proceed without 
them, 'tis no miracle^ if, like Pharaoh's 
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chariots, they that drive them,— drivfi 
them heavily along. 

Bcfldes, if a man is not fmcerely m-' 
clined to reform his faults,— 'tis not like- 
ly he fhould be inclined to fee them,— 
nor will all the weekly preparations thaf 
ever were wrote, bring him nearer the 
point ; — fo that with how ferious a faeC 
foever he begins to examine,— -he nor 
longer does the office of an enquirer,—* 
but an apologifl, whofe bufinefs is not to 

fearch for truth -but ikilfully to 

hide It. So long— therefore, as tlus 

pre^engagement kfts betwixt the man 
and his old habits, — :— there is little 
profpefl: of proving his works to any 
good purpofe — of whatever kind they 
are, with fo ftrong an intercft and power 
on their fide.— As in other trials, fo in 
this, 'tis no wonder, if the evidence is 
puzzled and confounded, and the feveral 
fads and circumftances fo twiftcd from 
their natural fhapes, and the whole proof 
fo altered and confirmed on the other 

fide, as to leave the laft ftate of that 

man even worfe than the firft. 
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A fccood unhappyi though general 
toiftakc in this great duty of proving 
our works, — i& that which the apoftlc 
hints at ; in the doing it, not by a direct 
examination of our own actions, but 
from a comparative view of them with 
the lives and adions of other men. 

When a man is going to enter upon 
tluG work of fclf-examination,— there 
is nothing fo common, as to fee him — 

look round him inftcad of looking 

within him. — He looks round, — finds 
Out fome one, who is more malicious,— 
fees another that is more covetous, a third 
. that is more proud and imperious that! 

himfelf and fo indireftly forms a 

judgment of himfelf, not from a review 
of his life, and a proving of his own 
works, as the apoftle directs him, but 
rather from proving the works of others, 
and from their infirmities and defeats 
drawing a deceitful conclufion in favour . 

of himfelf. In all competitions of 

this kind — one may venture to fay there 
will be ever fo much of felf-love in a 
man, as to draw a flattering likenels of 

VOL. «• T 
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one of the parties and 'tis well <* « 

if he has not fo much malignity too, a.i 
to give but a coarfe piSurc of the other, 
— ^finifhed with fo many hard ftrokcs, 
&s to make the one as unlike its original 
Sis the other. 

Thils the pharifee, when he entered 

the temple, no Ibotier Ikw the pub- - 

lican, but that moment he formed the 
idea to himfclf of all the vices and eor- 
tuptions that could poffibly enter into 

the man's cbaraftelr and with great 

dexterity Aated all his Own virtues and 
good (jBalities over againft them. Ks 
abftinencc and frequent falling, — exaft- 
hefs in the debts and ceremonies of the 
law; not balancing the account as he 
ought to have done, in this manner :-^ 
What! though this man is a publicah 
and a finncr, have not 1 my viies aft 
well as he? 'Tis trUe, his particular 
office cxpofes him to many tempta- 
tions of comnjltting extortion and injuf- 
ticej — but then — am not I a devourer of 
widows houfes, and guilty of one of tht: 
mofl cruel inftances df the fame crime ? 



Cj,.l:.-:iMCiOOtjl>J 



SERMON XIV. 37S 

He poUibly is a profane perfooi and ma.f 
fet religion at nought; — but do not I 
myfclf for a pretence make long pray- 
ers, and bring the greateft of all fcandaU 
upon religion, by making it a cloak to 
my ambitious and worldly views?— If 
he, laRIy, is debauched and intemperate, 
—am not I confcious of as corrupt and 
wanton difpofitions ; and chat a fair and 
guarded outfidc is my bcft pretence to 
the oppofite charafter? 

ff a man will examine his works by a 
comparative view of them with others ;— 
^is, no doubt, would be the fairer way, 
and leaft likely to mifiead him. — But as 
.this is feldom the method this trial is 
gone through, — in fad, it generally turns 
out to be as treacherous and delufive 
to the man himfeif, as it is uncandid 
to the man who is dragged into the 
comparifon; and whoever judges of 
htmfelf by this rule, — fo long as there 
is no fcarcity of vicious charafjcrs in the 
world, — 'tis to be feared, he will often 
,take the occafions of triumf^ and re* 
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joidng, — where 'm truth he ought rathef 

to be forry and afliamed. 

A third error in the manner oi prov- 
ing our woiks, is what we are guilty of, 
' 'when ve leave out of the calculation the 
only material parts of themj— I mean, 
the motives and firft principles from 
, tphencc they proceeded. There is many 
a fair inftance of gcnerofity, chaftity, 
and felf-denial, which the world may 
.give a man the credit of, — which if he 
^'ould give himfelf the leifurc to refie£t 
ttpon and trace back to their firft 
iprings, — ^he would be confcious, pro- 
ceeded from &ch views and tntentiohs* 
B3 if known would not be to his honottVt 
—The truth of this may be made eri-^ 
dent by a thoufand inftances in life i— 
aad yet there is nothing more ufual than 
for a man when he is going upon this 
duty of felf-examination,— inftead of 
calling his awn ways to remembraiice, 
—to dofc the whole enquiry at once, 
with this Ihort challenge;— *' liat Jk 
de^s tie w^rM to Jay ill if hhn." If the 
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world has no cxprefs evidence, this in- 
deed may be an argument of his good 
luclt; but no fatisfaAory one, of the 
real goodncfs and innocence of his Ufe. 
— A man may be a very bad man,-i- 

, and yet through caution, through 

deep-laid policy and defign may fo 
guard all outward appearances, as never 
to want this negative teftimony on his 
fide J — that the world knows no evil of 
him^ — how little foever he deferves it. — 
Of all aiTays upon a man's fclf, this may 
be faid to ht the flightcft ; this method 
of proving the goodncfs of our works- 
differing but little in kind from that un- 
happy one, which many unwary people 
take in proving the goodncfs of their 
coin, — who, if it happens to be fufpi- 
cious, — inftcad of bringing it either to 
the balance or the touchftonc to try Its 
worth,~-thcy ignorandy go forth; try, 
if they can pafs it upon the world : — If 
fo, all is well, and they arc faved all the 
cxpence and pains of enquiring after and 
dctefting the cheat. 

T 3 
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A fourth error in this duty of exami- 
nation of men's works>»is that of com* 
mitting the ta& to others ; — an error 
into which thoufands of well-meaning 
creatures are infnared in the RomUh 
church by her doSrines of auricular con- 
felBon, of works of fupercrogation, and 
the many lucrative pradtces raifed upon 
that capita] flock. — The trade of which 
is carried to fuch a height, in popiQi 
countries^ that if you was at Rome or 
Naples now, and was difpofed, in com- 
pliance with the apolllc's exhortation in 
the text, to fet about this duty, to prove 
your own wdrks, — 'tis great odds whe- 
ther you would be fuSered to do it 
.yourfclf, without interruption ; and you 
might be faid to have efcaped well, if 
the fiift perfon you confulted upon it 
did not talk you out of your refolution, 
and pofTibly your fenfes too at the fame 

time. Prove your works ?— — for 

Heaven's fake, defift from fo ralh an 
undertaking. — What ! — truft your own 
fklll and judgment in a m^ter of fo 
much ^fficulty^and importance,—— 
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when there arc fo many whofc bufincfs it 
is, — who underftand it fo well, and who 
can do it for you with lb much (afety and 
advantage. 

If your works muft be proved, you 
would be advilcd by alt means to fei)d 
them to undergo this operation with 
fome one who knows what he is about, 
either feme expert or noted copfelTor 
of the church, — or to fome convent, or 
religious fociety, who are in poffeffion 
of a large ilock of good works of alt 
kinds, wrought up by faints and confef- 
fbrs, where you may fuit yourfelf — and 
cither get the defers of your own fup- 
pUed, — or be accommodated with new 
ones ready proved to your hands, fealed, 
and certified to be fo, by the Pope's com- 
miflary and the notaries of his ecclefi- 
aftic court. There needs little more to 
lay open this fatal error, — than barely 
to reprefent it. So I fliall only add a 
Ihort remark, — that they who arc per- 
fuadcd to be thus virtuous by prosy, 
and will prove the goodnefs of their 
works only by deputies,— will have np 
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TtaftMi to comi^ain agamfl God's juftice, 
—if he fuffers them to go to heaven 
only in the feme manner,— that is, — by 
depaties too. 

The laft miflakc which I fliall have 
time to mention, is that which the Me- 
thodiftft have revived, for 'tis no new er- 
ror — but one which has mifled thoufands 
before thcfe days, wherever enthufiafm 

bad got footing, and that is,- — 

the attempting to prove their works by 
that very argument which is the greateft 
proc^ of their weaknefs and fuperftition : 
—I mean that extraordinary impulfc 
and intercourfe with the Spirit of God 
which they pretend to, and whofe ope- 
rations (if you truft them) arc fo Icnflbly 
ielt in their hearts and fouls, as to ren- 
der at once all other proofs of their 
works ncedlefs to themfelves. — This, I 
own, is one of the moft fummary ways 
<rf proceeding in this duty of fclf-exa- 
mination, and, as it proves a man's 
works in the grofs, it Gives him a world 
of fobcr thought and inquiry after many 
vexatious particulars. 
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Indefed, if the premifes were true,—* 
die inference is dircft. For when a man 
dreams of thcfc inward workings — and 
wakes with the impreffion of them (Irony 
upaa his brain ; 'tis not ftrange, he ihouli 
thinfc himfelf a chofen vcSel,— fandl- 
£ed within and fealed up unto the per- 
fed day of redemption ; and fo long as 
iiich a one is led captive by thia error, 
i — there is nothing in nature to indues 
him to this duty of examining his own 

Vrorks in the fenfe (^ the preset : . 

for however bad they are, — fo long as his 
fcredahty tod cnthufiafm equal them, 'ti« 
impoffible they fhould difturb his confa* 
ence, or frighten him into a rcformatiim. 
Thefe are fomc of the unhappy miftakc* 
in the many methods this work is let 
about,— which in a great mcafurc rob 
us of the fruits we expected — and tomc- 
times fo entirely blaft them, that we arc 
neither the better or wifer for all tha 
pains we have taken. 

There arc many other falfe ftcps 
which lead us the fame way, — but thede* 
iineation of tbefc, however, mayferre at 
6 
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prefent, not only as fo many land-marks 
to guard us from this dangerous coaft 
which I have defcribed, but to dire<% us 
likewife into that fafc one, where we can 
only expcd the reward the gofpel pro- 
mifes. For if, according to the firft re- 
cited caufes, a man fails in examining his 
works, from a diOnclination to reform 
them, — from partiality of comparifons, 
—from flattery to his own motives, and 
a vain dependance upon the opinion c£ 
the world, — the conclufion is unavoida- 
ble, — that he muH: fearch for the quali- 
ties the moft oppofite to thefc for his con- 
du£lors. — And if he hopes to difcharge 
this work fo as to have advantage from 
it — that he muft fet out upon the prin- 
ciples of an honeft head, willing to re- 
form itfclf, and attached principally to 
that objeft, without regard to the fpiri- 
tual condition of others, or the milguid- 
ed opinions which the world may have of 
himfelf. 

That for this end, — he muft call his 
own ways to remembrance, and fearch 
out his fpirits — fearch, his afiions with 
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Ac fame critical exaftnefs' and fame' 
piercing curiofity, we are wont to fit in 

judgment upon others ; varniOiing 

nothing and difguifing nothing. If 

he proceeds thus, ani} in every relation 
of Hfe takes a fuU view of himfcif mth- 

cut prejudice traces his aSiona to 

their principles wjthbut mercy, and looks 
into the dark corners and receflcs of his 
heart .without, fear — and upon iagh an 

enquiry he afts confiftcnt with his 

view in it, by reforming bis errors, fepa- 
rating the drofs, and purifying the whole 

mafs with repentance; this will bid 

fair for examining a man*s works in the 
apoftle's fenfc :-^nd whoever difcharges 
the duty thus — ^with a view to fcripturc, 

which is the rule in this cafe and to 

reafon, which is the applier of this rule 

in all cafes need not fear but he will 

have what the prophet calls rejoicing in 
him/elf, and that he will lay the founda- 
tion of his peace and comfort where it 

ought to lie that is, within himfcif 

—in the tcftimony of a good confcicnce, 
and the joyful expe^ation that, having 
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clone hi;^ atmoit to examioe his fixm^ 
works berc, Cod viU accept them hcre-^ 
after through the merits of Chriftj vhkh 
God grant. Amen. 
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